
Excel Fongoma

The University’s President General, Shepherd Khoza 
welcomes first year students. 
Studying towards his Advanced Diploma in 

Technical and Vocational Education, Khoza has taken the 
liberty to share some welcoming words with students.
He said, “Firstly I’d like to welcome all students, 
particularly first year students of the People’s university 
for the 2023 academic year.
As we start the year, allow me to affirm that joining TUT 
is one of the best decisions ever. This sure is a university 
that makes knowledge work.
I urge all the first year students who are still not certain 
about the career paths they have taken to make use of 
our SDS facilities for career counselling.
The 2022/2023 ISRC has worked tirelessly to ensure a 
smooth uninterrupted registration period which was 
historically characterised by violent protest. This is the 
first step in ensuring a successful academic year.
The SRC has many student activities planned for 2023 
and we encourage all students from all our campuses 
to look out and to participate in these events tailored to 
enhance the campus social experience.   
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  Shepherd Khoza, TUT SRC 
President General

I wish you nothing I wish you nothing 
but the best in your but the best in your 

academic journey and academic journey and 
urge all students to urge all students to 

make use of the SRC make use of the SRC 
office for any university office for any university 

related matter.related matter.

Amandla!
Shepherd Khoza
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Message to  the



"Do not become a wandering 
generality. Be a meaningful 

specific".

Zandile Magubane
Advanced Diploma Journalism Student

Aysha Ramatena
Advanced Diploma Journalism Student

"The longer I live on this 
planet, the more I understand 

why roosters start their day 
screaming".

Mihlali Matiwane
Advanced Diploma Journalism Student

"With God, all things are 
possible."

Excel Fongoma 
Postgraduate Journalism student

"Our greatest weakness lies in 
giving up. The most certain 
way to succeed is always try 

just one more time".

Kgothatso Monono
Third year Journalism Student

"A life spent making mistakes 
is not only more honorable, 
but more useful than a life 

spent doing nothing. It all lies 
in our desires"
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Dakalo  Makwerela

Gontse Mokwena

Sibusiso Mamakwa

Monono Kgothatso

A nother precious life was lost in the hands of 
a boyfriend. The compatible partner who 
is meant to protect and love her. Ntokozo 

Mayenzi Xaba, a Tshwane University of Technology 
Integrated communication student who hails from 
Kwazulu-Natal in Osizweni, unfortunately met her 
untimely death on the 2nd February 2023. 

TUT held a memorial service at Soshanguve South 
Campus on the 09th February 2023.

The 20-year-old was murdered in her residence 
and sustained multiple stab wounds in her body. 
Fellow students are disheartened and fear for 
their lives from the people they believe to be 
their companions. Chanting “umbulele” were her 
resident mates whose hearts are torn apart.

Saddened Vice-Chancellor and Principal Professor 
Tinyiko Maluleke said, “What distinguishes 

South African men from their peers worldwide 
is the brutality with which they keep women in 
permanent terror and the heartlessness with which 
they keep killing women”.

“An embodiment of hope in the family, 
unfortunately, could not fulfil her dreams. Goals 
were set but could not be reached. What a sad 
world for women to live in,” in a protest, the Head 
of security of the Tshwane Gender Unit, Suzan 
Maloka, stated that the wheels of justice must turn 
swiftly.

Sizwe Nyambe, Soshanguve CSRC President 
expressed his feeling in relation to the brutality. 
He said, “I am ashamed to call myself a man, our 
women are killed, and justice is never served. South 
African Police Services (SAPS) is failing us, those in 
Justice System are playing.”

Sizwe added, “The killing of women and children 
will be approached exactly the way the generation 
of 1976 approached apartheid. Such cases are a 
constant reminder that women are not safe in this 
country.”     

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

is not a one-man show!
Excel Fongoma

“Leading the convocation is not a one-man 
show”, said President of the Tshwane University 
of Technology Convocation, Dakalo Makwerela. 
After being elected as the President on 27 
January 2023 at TUT Pretoria Campus.

Dakalo detailed, “As a consequence, in order for 
me to execute my duties and responsibilities in 
accordance with the provisions of the institutional 
statute and constitution of the convocation, the 
unwavering support of the Alumni Relations Office, 
Advancement & Partnership Office and other 
relevant structures is of utmost significance”.

Dakalo explained that, convocation should be a 
formal medium of communication for its members 
to express their issues and grievances to the 
university’s Executive Management.

Makwerela said, “the structure seeks to foster 
a heterogeneous community of public and 
private collaborations to cultivate and expedite 
solutions for creating employment opportunities 
and business opportunities for TUT graduates, 
through more inclusive stakeholder relations”. 
Creating meaningful relations amongst the alumni 
constituency and equally assisting the university 
towards the attainment of its goals and objectives 
as envisioned in the 5-year strategic plan,” 

concluded Dakalo.

Gontse Mokwena Treasure of the Convocation said, 
“As a former student activist, I have always been 
driven by a great feeling of selflessness and need to 
help fellow students. As a Treasure, I would like to 
advise in the professional and commercial spaces to 
always look back and give back to their Alma matar 
and our role is to provide initiatives and platforms 
for our Alumni to give back and that is what we 
shall prioritise”.

“The Alumni and University community could 
benefit immensely from their social and financial 
contributions”. He detailed that, “We shall make 
bold initiatives that will resolve the collective 
challenges, which are faced by our Alumni and 
therefore call upon each and every one of them 
to heed our call when we start to hit the ground 
running,”.

Sibusiso Mamakwa Deputy President of the 
Convocation said, “The slogan of the university 
says "we empower people” but there is no policy 
that directly speaks about empowerment of the 
university graduates, we want to spearhead the 
policy initiatives that will directly address issues of 
empowering TUT graduates,”.

“We urgently have to find solutions in assisting 

those who were using NSFAS but couldn't get their 
qualifications because NSFAS has not paid their 
fees, we need to fight against nepotism when it 
comes to employment and business opportunities”. 
said Sibusiso. “We need to build networks and 
connections that will open opportunities for TUT 
graduates,” concluded Mamakwa.     

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

“Firstly, the main goal is “Firstly, the main goal is 
to have a Convocation to have a Convocation 
structure that operates structure that operates 

closely and offers support to closely and offers support to 
other structures within the other structures within the 

university whilst focusing on university whilst focusing on 
promoting a positive image of promoting a positive image of 
the university and a high level the university and a high level 

of academic excellence”. of academic excellence”. 

Dakalo Makwerela
President of the Tshwane University of President of the Tshwane University of 

Technology ConvocatioTechnology Convocatio

Convocation leadershipConvocation leadership
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Excel Fongoma

The eMalahleni Campus Sport and Recreation began recruiting players 
on 7 February 2023. They have expressed their opposition to Gender 
Based Violence and have said NO! TO (GBV). Ntobeko Kubheka an 

Assistant at TUT eMalahleni sport explained that the passing of Ntokozo 
Xaba, a third year student in Integrated Communication at the Tshwane 
University of Technology, made them to emphasize that they say NO to 
Gender Based Violence.

“I wish that the University can provide GBV clinical services, develop 
support programs for professionals to help victims of the Gender Based 
Violence. Stop sexual harassment and victim blaming,” concluded 
Nontobeko.

Ogodiseng Mokaa, an Electrical Engineering student, said “I see Gender 
Based Violence as a detrimental issue affecting not only the victims but also 
the society at large. The statistics presented to the public show just how 
bad it is affecting our country as more and more victims share their stories 
on a daily basis,”.

“The university should take into consideration more campaigns to 
conscientize people about the effects of GBV. They should try to engage 
more social workers and psychologists to try and raise awareness, and help 
people voice out their feelings, more especially victims amongst students. I 
take pride in being part of the TUT sport team because I have gained much 
more confidence in what I do, how I do it and also giving back where I can. 
I am grateful for such an opportunity and will always try to compete at my 
level best”.    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

“Gender Based Violence can be minimized “Gender Based Violence can be minimized 
through organising campaigns in all TUT through organising campaigns in all TUT 

campuses, training, peer-to-peer education, and campuses, training, peer-to-peer education, and 
by including a gender equality dimension in all by including a gender equality dimension in all 

aspects of education policies, providing accessible aspects of education policies, providing accessible 
information about what gender-based violence information about what gender-based violence 

is, about its different forms, possible remedies and is, about its different forms, possible remedies and 
existing support measures”. existing support measures”. 

Kenneth Sithole
Information Administrative Management Student Information Administrative Management Student 

WE SAY NO
to Gender Based Vio

lence 
WE SAY NO
to Gender Based Vio

lence 

 TUT Sports Emalahleni campus male say No to Gender Based Violence

A THORN THAT 
KEEPS ON GATE-
CRASHING
Monono Kgothatso

It is slowly being normalised by the men of our country that women are 
not supposed to call it quits in a relationship, women are not supposed to 
object, because most of those who stood for themselves unfortunately met 

their untimely deaths. The rate of Gender Based Violence keeps on increasing 
abruptly. 

It is sad because now the thorn even infiltrates young people. TUT ISRC 
continues with the campaign awareness after their unforeseen loss. On 
the 28th of February 2023 a trip was taken to North west at Zeerust to 
shed the light to matric learners from different high schools. The aim is to 
positively send out a message that empowers other people even outside the 
parameters of the institution.

Singing “Nkosi sikelela” was Tshepo Mashiane the institution Student Affairs 
and Residence Operation (SARO) as they plead with the Lord to intervene. He 
said, “Young boys and men should gain the courage to utter the word stupid 
to any of their fellow men who abuses women.”

A candle light and moment of silence was observed for all those who passed 
away due to GBV, as a sign of respect. Women no longer lives fearlessly 
because they do not know when their day is dated. They keep on asking 
themselves if they are next. How sad and painful it is for one to live her life in 
a democratic country.

Shouting ‘viva mfundi, phansi nge GVB’, was the Deputy Secretary General 
of Tshwane University of Technology, Tlotlo Ngwenya as he delivered his 
speech. He said, “It does not matter what you say to people, what matters is 
what you said and how it made them feel.”

He further enlightened the learners by saying they should be like an eagle and 
fly at a higher altitude and stay away from narrow minded people. He added, 
“When you isolate yourself from people you can think thoroughly and make it 
against all odds yet in a right way.”

Dr Annah Sefolosha the Director of Health and Wellness (TUT) stretched 
out her hand as a sign of empathy to female learners by donating to them 
sanitary pads. She said, “One thing the society should not do is to neglect a 
girl child.”

Sparks Chabane the Institution Governance Support Service Section of 
the Department (IGSS) in their district thanked the team for the message 
conveyed to the learners. He said, “I believe those with ears heard and 
grabbed what needed to be heard, with the regards to the gender based 
violence.”    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

 RCL Presidents from different schools with TUT ISRC
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HELP

Excel Fongoma

The Tshwane University of Technology’s Directorate of Health and Wellness hosted an annual 
Healthy Lifestyle Awareness campaign as per the Health Calendar. The event ran from the 13th to 
the 17th February.

According to the Acting Coordinator of 
the Health and Wellness Department, 
Mr Kholofelo Mawela, the campaign 

covers topics such as Pregnancy Awareness, STI 
Awareness, and HIV testing and promoting the 
use of condoms. 

This year, they partnered with Shout It Now who 
assisted with the provision of PrEP HIV prevention 
pill, contraceptives, life skills, STI screening and 
GBV services

Mawela added, “We grateful to the support we 
receiving from the general students participating 
and taking initiatives to keep themselves healthy. 
Also grateful to other partners like the Gym 
Company, Zanempilo NGO providing HIV Testing 
and DKMS which assist in registering stem cell 
donors to cure blood cancer amongst black 
people.”

“On last week program the team focused 
more on student health as they are starting 
a new academic year. I think many students 
got help with a lot of services like HIV testing 
and prevention. They also got to know about 

more DKMS, Gym and other services that were 
provide,” said Blessing Aphane, an Advanced 
Diploma in Credit Management.     

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

Health and Wellness 
Campaign

A

  “I'm actually delighted with “I'm actually delighted with 
such campaigns because it helps such campaigns because it helps 

me and my fellow students to me and my fellow students to 
practice safe sex and give us practice safe sex and give us 

more insight on the risks and more insight on the risks and 
consequences of not taking consequences of not taking 

necessary precautions as well necessary precautions as well 
as advice on how to properly as advice on how to properly 

approach sexual relations with approach sexual relations with 
your partner”your partner”

Lawrence Mgabadeli
Tourism Management StudentTourism Management Student

 Shout-it-now bus

 Peer Educator

5 pa
ge BUA



INTO LIBRARY
TUT Alumni requests funding
Excel Fongoma

Isaiah Mogale completed his Diploma in Facility Management 
sciences. He grew up in Madiga village in Ga Dikgale and 
attended his primary at Mosebo primary from grade one to grade 

seven and Morutwa high school from grade 8 to 
grade 12 where he completed his 
matric in 2010.

Isaiah Mogale is planning on creating a school Library at Morutwa 
Secondary School which has no library. Isaiah came up with the idea 
of opening a library and the school Governing Body (SGB), gave him 
permission and also granted him three Mobile containers to utilise. 

Isaiah said. “I was motivated to start a library in our community by 
the fact that I am a person who likes to read books and study about 
different economies (USA and China comparing them to South 
Africa’s economy).”

He further explained, “While reading books I came across a book 
called, ‘The spirit of leadership’ by Dr Myles Munroe which inspired 
me to work for my community. The school’s goal is to produce well-
educated learners with highly skilled mind-sets preparing them for 
the University level.”

He is grateful for the mentorship he received while studying at TUT 
and is using the skills he developed, to serve his community.   

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

 

Leadership is about 
serving people
Excel Fongoma

Freddy Khoza was born and bred in South Africa and currently works as an 
Educator at Tyrone in Northern Ireland. Freddy was born in Mpumalanga 
(Matsulu). He is a Tshwane University of Technology Alumni, who received a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Education, at the Soshanguve campus.

Freddy held numerous positions as a student leader. He was the Chairperson of 
the Department at the School of Education, Chairperson of the Young Communist 
League of South Africa, Deputy President of the Soshanguve Campus and worked 
as an Assistant Resident Advisor. Freddy is now based in Tyrone, but had also 
worked in China and South Korea.

According to Khoza, “Leadership is serving people more than it is about the 
individuals who holds the position. As a leader, you are duty-bound and you have 
to work hard by making sure that you meet up to the most realistic expectations 
that the people you serve need to get.”

“My favorite quote is by Macbeth, ‘There is no arch to find the men’s expression 
in the face,’ which in detail means, you cannot tell what somebody is thinking, 
you should always be vigilant, with whomever you work with.”

Nkosiyethu Kingson Moyo, TUT Alumni said, “Leadership is all about competence 
and leadership has nothing to do with one’s social status even bank balance or 
your residence. Leadership is about one’s life inspiration and motivating one 
another to become the best version of themselves.”

According to Nkosiyethu the Tshwane University of Technology has planted a 
seed and shaped most of the institution’s Alumni. He explains, “What TUT has 
done to many of us on how now we have become leaders in our societies is that it 
cultivated a passion in us as students. Thus now is the time to bring out the skills 
we gained in innate leadership qualities.”

Nkosiyethu also added that the Project Based learning activities had a good influ-
ence not only to students and communities but also to the institution as a whole. 
He continued saying that being a student at TUT gives learners the opportunity to 
understand their academic responsibility which breeds accountability.   

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

“The experience that, I have gained at TUT is to “The experience that, I have gained at TUT is to 
be able to work in groups and work in teams with be able to work in groups and work in teams with 

the rest of the people that you are working with. the rest of the people that you are working with. 
I have learned how to stand up for myself and I have learned how to stand up for myself and 

stand up for others in the midst of situations that stand up for others in the midst of situations that 
are not for the greatest good of everyone.”are not for the greatest good of everyone.”

Freddy Khoza
TUT AlumniTUT Alumni

 "My request to the Tshwane University of  "My request to the Tshwane University of 
Technology is to keep doing the good work Technology is to keep doing the good work 

of producing future-ready graduates. The of producing future-ready graduates. The 
institution encourages students not to forget institution encourages students not to forget 

what brought them to the institution but to what brought them to the institution but to 
focus on their studies."  focus on their studies."  

Isaiah Magale
TUT AlumniTUT Alumni

 Freddy Khoza, TUT Alumni and an Educator at Tyrone

 Polokwane School Library

MOBILE CONTAINER
S

 Isaiah Mogale TUT Alumni
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We empower people
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Ask questions
Wherever and whenever you see it fit
There are no dumb questions… only dumb answers
Otherwise you might find yourself in a wrong lecture room
Scared to leave till it's over

Know that the word "comrade" also means "friend"
So whenever you encounter a problem, never be too shy to ask for help
And if you are going to date one, do so with caution
Because your schedule and there's will never be the same

Speak!
Especially if it's for something that you believe in
Do so even if your voice shakes
Sometimes that's when you find your true strength
Keep your head up when speaking… it shows that you know what you are 
saying

Research
Whether it being how to navigate your way around the big city
Or how to go to groove without being a target
Do it with no shame, because your safety should be your first priority

Make wise financial decisions
Be streetwise and book smart
Know that some seniors might just befriend you for your giving hand
Be stingy by any means necessary
And your pockets will be less likely to run dry

Set clear boundaries
Stay away from anyone who would want to change your "NO" into a "YES"
Stand your ground
Because if you do not stand for anything you are likely to fall for everything
Surround yourself with good friends
Not just on Facebook, Instagram or at groove
Keep friends who will also face their books
So that you don't live with any regrets
Know that you do not have to attend every event you are invited to
True friends will respect your decision

You are likely to gain or lose weight in your first four months
Stash some cash somewhere in case of wardrobe emergencies
Know that this is normal, your body may change
And just like any growth you will never be prepared for it

Stay true to yourself
Waking up and not recognising yourself is an awful feeling
Do not change your belief system or your clothing because you want to fit in
Keep a small circle but a lot of acquaintances because no man is an island

Have fun… Go out… Explore
Responsibly.
Your guardian may not be here with you but they are surely counting on you 
to make them
proud
Always remember why you came to varsity
Make sure that you do not leave with just memories but a qualification as 
well.

~Amogelang Aysha Ramatena

Poetry is
THERAPY
Excel Fongoma

Lunghile Octavius Mathebula is studying 
Equine Science. He believes that poetry is 
therapy. 

Lungile explained why he love poetry and think 
it is therapy. “I choose poetry because it helps 
me to express emotions and feelings , it slows 
down the universe around me ,it streamlines 
my thought to short direct sentences while 
soothing the anxiety out of my body hence it 
allow me to connect with nature, hence it help 
mostly in the reservation of the culture of 
literature,” said Mathebula.

“Poetry can provide comfort and boost mood 
during periods of stress, trauma and grief. 
Its powerful combination of words, metaphor 
and meter help us better express ourselves 
and make sense of the world and our place in 
it, “explained Mathebula.

“Being a poet is a natural career path which 
helps the inner feeling of the poet to explain 
or explore anything with my own views and 
words. Feeling the Feeling of others, through 
their point of view and express the same. 
Feeling any fantasy and saying them to the 
world with own words. Feeling from the unex-
pected point of view of anything, expressing 
the same in words,” added Lungile.

Mathebula believe that poetry should be consid-
ered as a subject in schools. He further detailed 
that poetry can help students to improve their 
writing skills in communication.

“Reading a poem a day also helps us 
find poetic gems we might decide to 
keep or share. In the classroom, it's sim-
ple to start the day with a poem—no analy-
sis, just a shared experience that can make 
students better writers and maybe carry a 
burden,” said Mathebula.
“Poetry have to be studied at schools hence is a talent that one 
is born with yet it can be transferred and refined 
through school system to 
better the culture of litera-
ture and ourselves,” added 
Mathebula.

“Be aware of that being a 
poet is not all about being 
well-known it's a calling 
which you have been born 
with .which allows you to 
convey the message to the 
universe. When the right 
time comes your words will 
speak for you not fame. 
Do not force the message 
to the universe but never 
underestimate the power 
of planting a seed,” ended 
Mathebula    

   
BUANewspaper@ 
tut.ac.za
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Taking 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
outside the lecture room

Zandile Magubane

Tadiwanashe Christmas, a 3rd-year eMalahleni Entrepreneurship student 
is a practical example of what it means to apply the knowledge you have 
learnt. 

The year 2020 had the challenge of Covid-19 and Tadiwanashe responded with 
a bang by establishing a modelling agency called Golden Circle that focuses 
on model management. His role as the founder is to actively participate in the 
growth of his modelling agency. 

“I assist with coaching and preparing models for pageants. We also assist local 
pageants with their productions. Thus far, we have managed to successfully 
train models that have won Face of eMalahleni and most recently Miss Inspire 
SA,” said Christmas.

Thato Mokhele, a TUT student studying towards his Advanced Diploma in 
Human Resources Management who also works at Golden Circle, describes 
Tadiwanashe as a team player and a hard worker. 

He said, “Working with him is really amazing and fun because he's humble, 
has good etiquette and respects all colleagues in the office. In addition to that 
he is an energetic person and very productive, so we are able to always meet 
deadlines on time because he only rests when the job is done, not when he's 
tired.”

Tadiwanashe also specialises in graphic designing, livestreaming and 
photography. His intention with Golden Circle is to create an opportunity 
for men who love modelling but have no platform to do what they love. He 
said, “I love modelling with all my soul, but there are few pageants for guys, 
so I decided to start my own agency where we give young people around 
eMalahleni an opportunity to express themselves through modelling.”    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

Being a  

opens up opportunities 
for students
Excel Fongoma

Ntabeleng Modika is studying towards attaining a Diploma in 
Event Management, she embarked on an Educational trip to 
Cape Town on 8 February 2023. Ntabeleng is a member of Peer 

educators at the Pretoria Campus. Peer education is when educating and 
sharing health information and values with peers and with community 
members. 

Ntabeleng explained what she has gained as a Peer Educator at TUT. 
“What I have carried out from being a peer educator is that, I should be 
open minded. I should have good communication skills towards oth-
er people”. “I wish students could try out being a peer educator, they 
will get a chance to discuss about healthy lifestyle with their peers and 
knowing what it is correct behaviour and what is wrong.

Peer education is not only about health, our Supervisor also teaches us 
about being a good leader to other people and motivates us in doing 
well in our academics,” said Ntabeleng.Modika encourages students to 
participate in the activities that the institution has. She said, “The most 
valuable thing in being on varsity activities is that, you get to enjoy your-
self on your journey of being a student. She added,” By networking with 
other students, you get to know things you would not know if you spent 
most of your free time alone.

 Tadiwanashe Christmas TUT student and 
entrepreneur

 Gifts for participants

 Golden 
Circle 
participants

 “To those who are 
taking part I say, keep 
up the good work 
guys volunteering can 
sometimes help you 
connect with the right 
people and be recog-
nised by the institu-
tion, we are doing all 
the activities for our 
peers let us be united 
and contribute in the 
institution.   

   
BUANewspaper@
tut.ac.za

STUDENT LEADERSTUDENT LEADER  

 Nthabeleng Modika
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A force to be reckoned with
Amogelang Ramatena

A tribute ceremony for the late student Benford Molatelo Meso 
was conducted on February 9, 2023 by the Directorate of Student 
Governance and Leadership Development (SGLD) in association 

with the Pan Africanist Student Movement of Azania (PASMA) and the 
student body at TUT Ga-Rankuwa campus.
Meso is a Tshwane University of Technology Alumni. He registered in 
2017 for his National Diploma in Economic and Management Analysis. 
He took over as PASMA head in 2018 and served in that capacity until 
2020. Prior to being hired as the house manager at Himalaya Towers 
in 2022, he served as the National organizer of PASMA in 2021 and a 
student assistant for the department of Logistical Services. He was the 
institution's keeper of the student organization known as the "Global 
Student Fitpreneurship."

Meso’s friends shared their heartfelt condolences to his family and 
students at large. Ofentse Manganye mentioned that, “what made 
me fall in love with politics and the student movement was Benford’s 
charismatic leadership qualities and how he managed to accommodate 
various characters and make sure that everyone belonged,”.

The emotions expressed by his family were heart-breaking as one of his 
uncles said “I would have done so much for Benford and our family, but I  
cannot anymore because of unforeseen circumstances and that his bright 
smile would be remembered but never be seen again,”.

Benford Meso was loved by many students, staff, and Ga-Rankuwa 
community members who spoke highly of his character. The students 
observed a candle lighting in his honour later that evening at the campus 
social circle and at Himalaya Towers before heading to his family home in 
Moletji Ga Rapitsi, Limpopo for the funeral.    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

Wearing a 
GRADUATION GOWN 
is every student's dream
Excel Fongoma

Mixo Mulava is a Logistics and Supply Chain management student, a 
graduate to be conferred at the 2023 autumn graduations. He explained 
his feeling on being the first Logistics Disabled student at the Tshwane 

University of Technology. “I feel very humbled and blessed to become a TUT 
graduate, Logistics remains one of the best career fields in South Africa and I would 
encourage every disabled person to never be afraid of opting for any career they 
wish to enrol for because TUT”. 
Mixo is grateful for the support he received from his family, friends and the Tshwane 
University of Technology students, “My family motivated me to work hard because 
my family takes extra care of me to date. They deserve everything good the world 
has to offer. I want them to live the best life through me. I didn't finish in record 
time because of a few mistakes I made but giving up was never an option.”

“The most memorable thing which I will forever cherish through enrolling for this 
course is the fact that it has made me meet very incredible people who played 
so many important roles in my life. Being disabled was the biggest challenge I 
faced and still face at the moment”. Muhlava expressed his love for the University 
and pleads with the University management to accommodate them in all the 
Universities programmes.       BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

  

MEET: Ntando Penuel Mathebula
Author unknown

Meet Tshwane University of Technology 
student Ntando Penuel Mathebula, a 
cheerful 31 years old from Mpumalanga, 

Hazy View. He is an Advanced Diploma graduate 
in Performing Arts Technology Design and 
Construction and now perusing his Postgraduate 
Diploma, specialising in Makeup.

As a TUT Alumni, he has gone out into the 
performing arts field and represented the 
institution well. He has worked with Mzansi Magic, 
Netflix. Showmax and the South African State 
Theatre. 

Mathebula said, “I have done a lot of Entertainment 
productions. My work includes working as a 
wardrobe technician on a Mzansi Magic show called 
Ifalakhe Season 1. My other production is when we 
did The Blood Psalms Season 1 where I use to work 
as a Costume designer also for Mzansi Magic”.

He also works as a fashion model and has been 
involved in volunteering programs in TUT’s 
Directorate of Extra Curricular Development as 
a makeup artist. For Mathebula, work and play 
all happen in the same space. He said, “What 
motivates me about my work is that I am able to 
work while having fun. Also I have good chances to 
travel the world as I am addicted to travelling. “

Going forward, Mathebula plans to hold a Master’s 
Degree, have his own skin care products and 
establish an academy. He added, “My future plan 
is to have my Master’s Degree before the age of 36 
years and I will have my own makeup and skin care 
products.

I will also like to own a Ntando Penuel Makeup 
Academy. I will love to see myself winning an 
Academy Award in Makeup at the Hollywood”     

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

“I love the Tshwane “I love the Tshwane 
University of University of 

Technology with all Technology with all 
my heart but I strongly my heart but I strongly 
believe it does not take believe it does not take 
disabled people serious disabled people serious 

because we are not because we are not 
accommodated as a accommodated as a 

minority."minority."

Mixo Mulava  
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Excel Fongoma

V anessa Palesa Pitsi a TUT 
Postgraduate student, 
participated in the Miss 

Inspire South Africa on 5 February 
2023. Vanessa scooped three titles 
in the pageant, Miss Inspire South 
Africa, Miss Inspire Charity and Miss 
Inspire Social Media.

Beauty Pageants have existed 
since 1921, and for Palesa Pitsi, her 
participation and love started in 2018 
and has since won 4 competitions; 
Miss new elegant royal first princess, 
Miss TUT eMalahleni 2020, Miss 
photogenic and ambassador and Miss 
Inspire SA Queen.

Vanessa Palesa Pitsi is a Postgraduate 
student in Human Resources. 
She described going home with 4 
awards as overwhelming and to her 
supporters she said, “I am thankful 
for the sisterhood that we have built 
and to my supporters’ thank you for 
always having my back”.

Pitsi encouraged first year students 
to not only be students of  TUT but 
to participate in the extracurricular 
activities that the institution offers. 
She said, “TUT is a dynamic university 
of technology, it will provide you with 
unlimited opportunities for professional and personal 
development, while equipping you with skills and 
knowledge to live your life to the fullest and create your own destiny”.    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

Multi-tasking is learning 
different SKILLS and gaining 
KNOWLEDGE
Excel Fongoma

S hamaine Makinita is studying  Metallurgical Engineering at the 
Tshwane University of Technology.Shamaine ,said “ I would  
like to say that multi-tasking itself is a skill, not a lot of people 

are able to multi-task, but it is important in life to learn to multi-task. 
You would have to generally manage to balance everything that 
comes your way,” .

“Learning to do more than one thing is really important in life and 
everything on this earth (whatever you can think of) is a product of a 
skill, because each and everything you do need you to be creative and 
use your  skill. Having more than one thing (multi-tasking) is a benefit 
in everyone's life, “explained Shamaine.

Shamaine detailed that by joining modelling, she wanted to have a 
confidence and understand herself in a different character. She said, 
“I went into modelling because I wanted to be more confident and 
I wanted to learn to love myself more, because that's the common 
thing I have noticed with the previous queen's and models, I had 
come across. I also want to inspire someone else in life and bring 
change,”.

“Engineering can be too much sometimes, focusing on it alone can 
break you, overwhelm you and can make you antisocial. Which 
I believe are the ingredients to depression. So to avoid all that, I 
would say it's best to get a bit of distraction and entertainment, “said 
Shamaine.

Makinita explain her goal in the next coming five years. “In five  years 
modelling, I see myself as the next Miss Universe, bringing change 
and touching people’s lives, creating job opportunities, raising 
awareness, and sharing my skills and mind-set,”.

I believe we need people who will back us up every time we fall, when 
it gets too much or even when it seems impossible, I believe that's the 
support that we need,”.

“Never underestimate yourself nor doubt yourself in any kind of way, 
anyone can do it, you just have to believe in yourself and it will show. 
It is better to try and fail than to not try at all, because there are skills 
you gain through the process,” said Makinita.

Shamain has been building her profile by entering into different 
Pageant and that made her to learn more and advanced her skill of 
modelling.     

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

T hree titles in the bagT hree titles in the bag

Ten Priorities of Life 
Excel Fongoma

T habiso Kheo was born in 
Clocolan, Hlohlolwane, 
Free state and is now 

a Tshwane University of 
Technology Alumna. He holds a 
National Diploma in Recreation 
Management and is now an 
entrepreneur as well as an 
author. 

“I love writing, I love changing 
lives and I am a speaker so I 
decided to write down what I 
speak,” says Kheo. He makes it 
all seem so easy but he had his 
fair share of challenges growing 
up, which he expresses in his 
book, 10 Priorities of Life.

Thabiso also has a business called Shanduko Solutions. The business specialises 
in online applications, company registrations, administration as well as event 
management.  He has applied the lessons he learnt as a TUT student to every other 
space he has been exposed to and suggests that others do the same because they 
have had a great impact in his life. 

10 Priorities of Life is a game plan for those who wish to restructure their lives. He 
said, “The book is all about restructuring people's plans and change their behaviours, 
it is about ensuring people do what must be done first, I choose those areas because 
it’s where most people lack.”   

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

 Vanessa Palesa Pitsi 

 Shamaine Makinita
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Zandile Magubane

T he Vikings played their first home game 
this season against Rhodes University at 
the TUT stadium. The game took place on 

the 23 February 2023.

The Vikings proved to be prepared for this season 
by bagging maximum points on the day with a 
score of 28–16. The first half of the game seemed 
to be leaning towards Rhodes as they were the 
first to score. However, second half, the Vikings 
pulled up their socks and made TUT proud.

Jano Roux, a student at Rhodes University full-
back player was encouraged by how the team 
played. Comparing this match and how they 
played in their previous matches, Roux said there 
has been an improvement.

He said, “Today I think my boys really tried their 
best, they really did put it all out there. We’ve 
come from a hectic loss and I really think we’re 
picking our socks back up and we’re getting bet-
ter. So I’m really proud of the effort they put in 
today. Next week we’re getting better.

Hooker of the TUT Vikings, Joseph Kwinda, says 

although the team won, they could have played 
better if they stuck to their structure. “Today we 
played a wonderful game. If we stuck more to our 
structure we would have played better, but we’re 
positive about the win and the bonus point. It’s a 
building block moving forward from here, we can 
do better,” said Kwinda.

Head Coach of the TUT Vikings, Kennedy Tsimba 
said they could have done better. He mentioned 
that he tried giving all players some game time 
on the field and the changes interfered with 
their performance. He said, “It was not our best 
outing. I just think we weren’t able to show our 
best ability. We had to make a couple of changes 
because it’s a long season and we’re trying to 
give the whole squad a bit of game time.”

The team has adopted a lot of young and new 
players which has come with its fair share of 
challenges like nerves and trying to impress and 
represent the university well.    

   BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za

VARSITY SHIELD VARSITY SHIELD TOURNAMENTTOURNAMENT

It is Varsity Shield season and the 
rugby boys have come out to play.

 TUT Rugby team(Vikings)
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