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Zubane stars as

Sdumo on GomoraSdumo on Gomora
I am the true definition of art, not everyone will 

understand me but those who do will never forget me,
I have always wanted to be in the arts and acting is part of art

 which means it is also a part of me.

Zwelithini Mahlangu

Amid a pandemic, Faculty of the Arts 
and Design Dance student, Siyabonga 
Zubane blessed our TV screens with 

his phenomenal acting skills on Channel 161 
Mzansi Magic’s Gomora where he stars as 
Sdumo.

Zubane has been auditioning and with no luck, 
early last year he auditioned for the role of 
Sdumo and luckily he got the role as he showed 
self-determination and received overwhelming 
support from his friends.

“I remember auditioning for the role of Sdumo, 
I was not sure if I was going to get it, but I 
personally believe that it is all in the mind and 
if you want something you will go for it and I 
went for it and bagged the role.”

Gomora stands out as one of the most watched 
soap operas of 2020 and to be part of the 
production it was a real blessing for Zubane, 
proving to us that he is not only good with 
dance but a versitale student to.

Through Gomora, Zubane got to know and 
learnt something from the legendary actors 
and actresses from the likes of Connie Chiume 
who plays the role of Mam Sonto 

“I enjoy spending time shooting with the cast 
and the crew as they are very fun to work 
with and the working space is very chilled for 
everyone.”

He said that the biggest challenge is making 
time for books and shooting but he always finds 
a way because of the love he has for acting and 
his studies. Faculty of the Arts and Design is 
known for producing South African talents and 
without a doubt he will become part of their 
great talents.

“It is not easy at all, it is like I am stuck between 
a rock and a hard place, between getting good 
marks and delivering a good performance. 
Mind you I study Dance full time, I am expected 
to be on campus every day during the week and 
on the other hand I am mostly on set during the 
week.”   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

 Siyabonga Zubane on set for 
Gomora with Ernest Msibi

1 pa
ge BUA



EDITORIAL TEAM
 � Editor 

Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

 � Reporters
 �  Abigail Mothiba
 � Bongani Chauke
 � Athini Mavela
 � Zwelithini Mahlangu
 � Angel Masinga

 � Grammar and Language 
Editor 
Willem Cornelis van Wyk

 � Social Media 
Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

 � Layout and Design 
Nadia Ross                                                                                                                                            
TUT Printing Services

 � Stock Images: ©www.freepik.com 

For daily news updates follow us

Facebook: BUA Campus News

Twitter: @BUA_news

Instagram: @BUA_news

YouTube: BUA TV

For inquiries, compliments or article 
suggestions contact us:

Physical Address: 
Tshwane University of Technology 
Pretoria Campus 
Staatsartillerie Rd, Pretoria, 0183 
Building 4 – 218 

Telephone:                                                                                                                                         
012 382 4266

Email:                                                                                                                                             
BUAnewspaper@TUT.ac.za

UPCOMING ENTREPRENEUR PAVES 

his way to success
Abigail Mothiba

Young and versatile clothing brand owner Fulufhelo Rathumbu popularly known as 
Mr BLANK reached bigger heights for himself through his clothing brand business 
BLANK Collection.

TUT third year Entrepreneurship student Rathumbu started BLANK in 2016 to make extra 
money for himself. The clothing brand offers street wear fashion, manufactures for other 
clothing brands, supplies schools and companies with uniform and has a mass sublimation 
printing.

“I started BLANK in 2016 as a side hustle to get extra pocket money by selling plain baseball 
caps and eventually branded caps too but at that time it was still called Antidote Panda.”

Later that year he decided to change the name to something simple and easy to understand 
and that would be short and yet say a lot, something with four to five letters and that’s how 
the name BLANK came about.

He received his big break when he got an offer to supply his alma mater with branded school 
caps.

In that very same year, he decided to expand his business and target new opportunities.

“I then decided to take the business to a bigger market and started designing bomber jackets 
and finally caught my biggest recognition that put me on the map when Scoop Makhatini 
saw a post on the BLANK Instagram page of a yellow jacket with the Panda and posted on 
his Instagram page and he started buying from BLANK early 2017 and he would wear the 
brand on Turn Up Channel O.” 

That led to the brand getting a lot of exposure then the 
likes of Khanyi Mbau started buying from his business.

From there BLANK went on to bigger heights when 
the brand landed a feature in the Mercedes Benz x 
AFI Fashion Week in 2017 as well as to supply five 
schools with matric jackets.

In 2019 he had a solo fashion show sponsored 
by Kulture Kollective. Some of his biggest 
achievements includes collaborating with 
Reebok and winning 011 and ASE Awards 
clothing brand of the year both in 2019 and 
2020.

Even though 2020 was not a great year for 
a lot of businesses, BLANK cannot say the 
same. The brand got to collaborate with 
Reebok, won ASE Awards for clothing brand 
of the year and had a Pop-Up store in Cape 
Town.

Rathumbu has worked with an international 
artist Sampa the Great on her music video 
which was filmed here in South Africa. He has 
also worked with the likes of Nadia Nakai, Khuli 
Chana and Natasha Thahane. He styled The 
Macala music video by Mlindo the Vocalist and 
styled both Kwesta and Thabsie during SA Idols 
Season 14 Finale.   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za
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Mokatsane brings her journey into a book
Zwelithini Mahlangu

Mathapelo Mokatsane a mother of one and TUT 
Alumna who obtained a national Diploma in 
Analytical Chemistry and worked as a laboratory 

technician for 12 years then went on to obtain a Baccalaureus 
Technologiae degree in Quality and went further to obtain a 
BSc Honours in Technology Management degree has written 
an inspirational book about her life and the process of finding 
herself.

Born and raised in Potchefstroom, Mokatsane decided to 
place her journey into a book that she started to write in 2019 
and finished it late 2020.

“I came up with an idea of the book 2016 and when I started 
to write the book, I was able to bring all those emotions back 
that I was feeling at that moment, which is why you will find 
some of the pages talking about my losses.”

Mokatsane who is also a speaker and a coach went through 
some depressing moments in life which some of them made 
her to end up dropping out of school.

“The name of the book is, In The Voice of Acceptance it is all 
about the inspiration and finding yourself and learning how to 
accept yourself.”

Mokatsane who owns the copyright of the book went 
on to add, “I will not be releasing my book under any 
publishing company and all I have to do is to just give it good 
marketing.”

Being a hard worker came through for her as she went on to 
study further in other universities so she could obtain more 
qualifications under her name, with all that coming in with 
different struggles she decided to have it written down in her 
book.

Mokatsane has more plans and goals for the future and she 
also expects the book to do well in terms of the sales as some 
people have already pre-ordered the book.

“I was planning to have a launch for the book but with the 
world facing the Corona virus, the launch might end up 
happening online.”

She added ‘’I will not promise another book because it is way 
too soon but there are plans I have for the future and for 
them to be successful they will require time plus dedication, 
for now let me see how do people connect with my first 
book.”   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

The name of the 
book is, In The 

Voice of Acceptance 
it is all about the 
inspiration and 

finding yourself and 
learning how to 
accept yourself.

 Mathapelo Mokatsane Speaker, 
Coach and Author.
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MASIKE CONTINUES TO 
fight poverty in his community
Abigail Mothiba

Rooted in the cornerstones of a harshly 
poverty stricken community, TUT third 
year Sports Management student 

Keamogetswe Masike together with his 
foundation Keamogetswe M Foundation 
celebrated Christmas day serving the last cohort 
of 150 families with food packages in Kwa-
Thema.

With everyone affected by this pandemic, Masike 
made sure that his community members do not 
worry about where they will get their next meal 
during the festive season.

Festive season 
comes and goes and 

therefore we should devote 
our spending in meaningful 
things that will help in the 
growth and development of 
our communities but most 
importantly families. 
I know many of these people 
don’t have anything to eat, 
so giving them food for 
Christmas and Something for 
New Year would really 
mean a lot to them.”

Masike believes that one of the best routes out 
of poverty and a pathway to prosperity is a well-
resourced public education which is also part of 
the purpose for the outreach program.

“The purpose of this outreach program is to raise 
500 pairs of school shoes that will be donated 
to public schools around Kwa-Thema and other 
schools and raising awareness against Gender 
Based Violence in Ekurhuleni.”

He added that Gender-based Violence roots 
mostly in liable communities that are harshly 
hit by poverty with women and children being 
victims of this social cause. 

Having to support 15 Early Childhood 
Development Centres with food supply on a 
monthly basis the foundation was very lucky to 
get an opportunity to seal a partnership with 
Khethukuthuka, a day care which caters for 40 
kids in Ext 8.

“Our kids go there, some without having nothing 
to eat on their way back from school.”

He mentioned that his contribution purely 
depends on his consciousness and his willingness 
to support those in need, to show vulnerability 
and accept the support of others and to share 
without expecting the credit.

Keamogetswe M Foundation does not only deal 
with donating food to the needy but consists of 
other departments.

“The organisation has 5 functional departments 
namely: Clothing and Food Drive, Academic 

Programs, CSR Initiatives (Sports and 
Recreation), Leadership Skills and Development, 
Recycling and Awareness Programs that are in 
line with the organisations vision and mission.”

Masike called on all interested enthusiasts who 
are keen on becoming role players in his work 
and have passion, ideas, innovative in thinking 
and believe that they can contribute to each 
department with their scarce skills. He believes 
teamwork makes dream work.   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

 Keamogetswe M Foundation 
celebrates Christmas Day with 
residents of Ekurhuleni
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LMS ACCESS INFORMATION

MANAGE YOUR PASSWORD

SELF-HELP NAVIGATION AND RESOURCES IN 
D2L BRIGHTSPACE

ENQUIRIES AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT
myTUTor Service Desk

Tel: (012) 382-4427 (Office hours:  08:00 – 16:00)
eMail: myTUTor@tut.ac.za 

Changing and managing staff and student passwords are now possible via the 
TUT Password Manager APP.  
This can be downloaded from PlayStore (Android users) or AppStore (iOS users).  Follow the 
prompts and install the App to reset your password.  

As a registered student and staff member you will be able to access a Resource Module (staff) 
and Orientation Module (students) when logging in on myTUTor.  Admission to this module is free 
and will give you access to resources in the D2L BrightSpace community on how to use the LMS 
to obtain the best results.    

Work through the module and enjoy the journey !

  ACCESS FRAMEWORK BLACKBOARD D2L BRIGHTSPACE
 (Current LMS phase-out)                          (New LMS phase-in)

Internet address (URL) https://mytutor.tut.ac.za/  https://mytutord2l.tut.ac.za/d2l/login 

Students Username  Student number TUT4Life email address

Password Own password Own password

Don’t have 
credentials or 
email account

Registered students can setup their TUT 
email account and/or reset passwords at:  
https://tut4life.tut.ac.za/ 

Registered students can setup their TUT 
email account and/or reset passwords 
at:  https://tut4life.tut.ac.za/ 

Login Journey for STUDENTS
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ENQUIRIES AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT
myTUTor Service Desk

Tel: (012) 382-4427 (Office hours:  08:00 – 16:00)
eMail: myTUTor@tut.ac.za 

Login Journey

TWO LMS PLATFORMS -  
which one to access

BLACKBOARD
(Current LMS phase-out)

D2L BRIGHTSPACE
(New LMS phase-in)

2020 Semester 2 Modules – 
Until 30 April 2021

2020 Year Modules – 
Until 30 April 2021

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Blackboard will only be available 
until 30 July 2021.

This is for both staff and students.

2021 Fully Online Modules – 
Start 4 January 2021

2021 Semester 1 Modules – 
Start 12 April 2021

2021 Semester 2 Modules – 
Start 23 August 2021

2021 Year modules – 
Start 12 April 2021

2020/2021 REGISTRATION PERIODS – LMS PHASE-OUT & PHASE-IN 

Lecturer access to D2L Brightspace:  
Access for lecturers will be possible once D2L Brightspace online training and migration 

of content from Blackboard to D2L Brightspace are completed
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Zwelithini Mahlangu

Tebogo Carl Louis Qhingana a Fine Arts graduate 
at the Faculty of the Arts and Design, famously 
known for his artwork that he did in 2017 at the 

entrance of his township in Daveyton, uses his art to tell 
stories and raise awareness where it is needed. 

The artwork got to be appreciated by the community 
members and visitors because of the iconic portraits of 
the likes of Nelson Mandela, Lira and Chris Hani that 
Qhingana was able to paint.

Qhingana discovered his love for art in his early 
childhood days and he did not only have passion for it but 
he had love for it even when he was convinced to study 
engineering.

“I fell in love with Fine Art at a very young age, I can say 
since I was 7 years of age in my primary school days.”

Qhingana tells stories and brings different meanings 
of life through his art. In 2017, he gave back to his 
community by painting the entrance of his township in 
Johannesburg, Daveyton.

“The inspiration behind the painting was based on our 
local icons who remain visible within the society and they 
should be celebrated through the African heritage, I also 
wanted to give back to the area where I grew up.”

Qhingana has been part of successful art exhibitions 
which lead to people seeing his work of hand and from 
then he was able to learn the insides and outsides of 
exhibitions. 

He managed to host his own art exhibitions in 2017 under 
his own company Visualkhoor.

Visualkhoor was established in 2017 after Qhingana 
received a commission from Artem Gallery in Cape Town.

“I am currently in Johannesburg, but I do get the privilege 
to exhibit in Pretoria whereby I invite art lovers to come 
and put an eye on my work and also buy some of it.”

He was nominated for the Thami Mnyele Fine Art Awards 
in 2019 where he managed to come up top and be part of 
the top 100 finalists.

“I was given the recognition and I am very thankful 
because it is always my dream to be part of the greats in 
the fine art industry.”

Qhingana gives back to his community by offering free 
lessons to the youngsters who do not have the platform 
to showcase their talent. 

“I want to give back to the community and give the 
youngsters the opportunity I never received, another plan 
that is currently in the pipeline is my exhibition that might 
take place in three months’ time.”   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

Environmental Health Student starts 
HIS OWN BUSINESS
Bongani Chauke

Environmental Health student Takalani Mphashe 
has opened his own Takie’s Kitchen business at 
his home village of Mpheni Block A where he 

sells kotas.

According to the founder of the food establishment, 
the quality of his kotas attracts people from 
neighbouring villages.

“My business is different. The way I have designed 
my menu and the ingredients I use are unique. 
I have attracted people who stay 40 kilometres 
away from my house. We have served people 
from NjakaNjaka, Bungeni and Vleifontein just to 
mention a few.”

Mphashe said he opened a business that side 
mainly because he did not enjoy the kotas they 
sold.

“I started because I’m a big fan of kota and the 
kotas I was eating during lockdown when I was at 
home were not pleasing."

He added that the road to opening his own food 
establishment was not hard because he owned 
one before at TUT’s Pretoria Campus and that his 
decision to finally open one back at home was 

encouraged by people who knew he sold kotas in 
Pretoria.

The fourth-year student said he started the 
business with money he received from his mother 
which was R800. He added his sister-in-law and his 
sister gave him the needed resources like a tent, a 
gas stove and a deep fryer.

He said that his business is doing well because his 
prices are accommodating to everyone and the 
quality of his kotas is outstanding.

“The kota business is a way of giving back to the 
community as to expose them to the quality of 
kotas that I have experienced while in Pretoria.” 

Mphashe said one of the challenges he faced when 
starting the business especially when he still ran it 
on campus was that it interfered with his studies 
which is why he moved it to his village.

 “My future plan is to open a restaurant that will 
accommodate all classes, low, middle and upper 
class people in a way that no one will feel ashamed 
of the class they fall under.”   

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

Louis tells stories through FINE ART
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“If there is one thing that I like the most it has to be waking up and cutting the grass 
at home and watering plants. I can say that it is one of my hobbies,” said TUT 
landscaper Sello Mahlangu a 38-year-old who has been working for the institution 

for seven years.

Mahlangu got into landscaping with his first job at a municipality after he dropped out of 
high school due to poverty.

“When I left school, I was not happy at all because it is every child’s dream to finish 
school and get a better job to afford things for yourself, but poverty drove me off.”

Mahlangu was born and bred in Soshanguve. He and his four siblings were raised by 
a single parent. He went to St. Francis Primary School in Soshanguve Block P and 
continued with his basic education at Senthebeleng Secondary School. He has been 
working as a landscaper for the past 14 years.

“My first job contract was with a municipality in 2007 as a landscaper and the contract 
got terminated in 2012.”

After he lost his job, he only managed to get a new job at TUT in 2014.

“Being a landscaper is one thing that I have fallen in love with overtime but definitely do 
want something better for my life as well.”

He added: “Working with TUT has been good but the cost of living is too demanding as I 
have my kids to feed and the money does not cover all the needs.”

He said that a lot of people do look down on people working as landscapers.

“This is life, and you are not the one to decide on how people treat you and look at you.”

He concluded that for someone who would like to work as a landscaper they would have 
to study horticulture.     

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

Angel Masinga 

Lindelani Mohali, one of the essential workers of the TUT, shares her 
story about her essential role as a cleaner. She is one of the team that 
ensures that lecture halls and offices are in good condition to conduct 

teaching and learning.

Mohali started working for the institution in July 2013. 

I received a cleaning certificate in 2016 
and that motivated me to do more of my 

good work and continue ensuring that students 
and staff members are exposed to a 
clean and tidy environment at all times.

According to Mohali, working with students requires a lot of patience, 
stating that is very hard to work with students because you become a 
parent.

“Sometimes when I have to clean and a student is experiencing stress 
maybe in terms of exams and they just step on the wet floor, I must 
understand and not cheek at that student because they are going through a 
lot at the time.”

Mohali is a mother of child who is currently enrolled at TUT. 

“Having a child who is studying here is an encouragement for me more to 
ensure that he studies in clean and safe environment.”

Although she enjoys her work, Mohali has found working under the new 
rules and regulations of COVID-19 difficult.

“When there is someone in the department or the office who has been exposed 
to the virus, we sometimes get the information late while we have already 
entered the room and cleaned it and that increases my chances of being 
infected by the virus.”

She has not only taken pride in her 
work, but she has been to various 
interest and learnt a couple of 
languages.

“It is something very hard working 
with people but as an essential 
worker I have learned that having 
a good heart is required when you 
are working with people.” 

Her hobbies include cleaning and 
cooking which helps her distress. 

She looks forward to working 
for the institution for many 
more years and ensuring that 
the institution is clean.   

   

BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

Being a landscaper is one 
thing that I have fallen in 

love with overtime but definitely 
do want something better 

for my life as well.

GETTING OUT OF 
                           your comfort zone

Mohali prides herself as a cleaner
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Finding passion in 

graphic design
Twenty year old self-taught graphic designer Vision Mashau 

opened his own business called Vision graphix in June 2020. 

According to Mashau, lockdown in 2020 was a blessing in 
disguise because he used that time to dedicate himself to pursuing 
his graphic design passion. 

“I did not study graphic design because when I applied for the course 
it was already full. I had to take Journalism as a second option as it 
also falls under media studies.”

He added that he learnt graphic designing through the internet 
specifically YouTube.

I would spend all day watching 
videos of how to be a good 

designer as a beginner.”

He said that he did not receive enough support at the beginning of 
his business as people thought he was entertaining himself because 
of boredom during lockdown. 

He added that people commented on his work after he had created 
his first graphic then he realised that it was time to take his business 
to a new level. 

“I love creating content and being behind the scene. I spent a lot of 
time learning how to design with Photoshop and the more time I 
spent on it I gained more experience and got to see everything in a 
designer’s perspective.” 

The second year Journalism student said that, what makes him a 
good designer is his great creative skills and being good in imagining 
the end product when a client explains what they want. 

“I am empowered through my faith, I believe in myself more than 
anything and that is what makes me stay true to my brand.” 

Mashau also mentioned that one difficult thing he had to deal with 
regarding his business process was the marketing side as he had 
no marketing background but added that YouTube tutorials came 
through for him and the support from his friends.    

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

The Believe  
non profit organisation
Athini Mavela

BELIEVE a non-profit organisation recently hosted an event which was the 
clash of the social brands market under the theme of giving all local brands 
a platform to advertise their work for free at Soshanguve lovers park on the 

24th October. 

Lindiwe Madondo, founder of BELIEVE said what inspired her to start the 
organisation was the dark place she found herself  and that was her battling 
depression when she was doing grade 11 in 2017 and turned out she was not the 
only one after speaking to a few of her friends. 

The second year Journalism student said to her this organisation is like baby she 
gave birth to and a way of giving back to the community she grew up in.

She added that it was also motivated by the other side of her family that was really 
struggling financially. 

We do not have any funding we rely on 
our pocket money and sometimes 

a little help from our parents."

She said that managing a non-profit organisation is difficult and added that it  
needs a selfless person who is be very compassionate as there is no money. 

She added that the most successful events the organisation  has ever hosted was 
the charity drive, youth health and wellness and the most recent one which was the 
clash of the social brands market. 

"The response we have been receiving from the community is overwhelming and 
they just motivate us to do more."

Madondo continued to explain that BELIEVE is one of the things that make her 
happy and that she is also grateful of the other BELIEVE members who have been 
working with her.

She stated that they face a lot of difficulties when they are about to host events 
because they have different personalities and views but what is great is that they 
always come up with a solution to everything. 

Finding sponsors is difficult because there is no elder person in our group so people 
always think that when we ask for donations it is a way of scamming which is also 
one of the good reasons why we have decided on opening a business bank account 
for people who actually want to help us out.

Madondo made the young women and men in her organisation to vow to always 
protect their brand at all times    

   BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

The Believe  

 The BELIEVE members with packages for an old age home (Zanele 
Nyabanga, Pontsho Rapetswa, Tshepang Letswalo, SIhle Nkosi, Nomvula 
Skosana, Kamogelo Mthembu, Lindiwe Madondo, Queen Mhlanga)
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