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FEMALE
PRESIDENT GENERAL

TUT ELECTS ITS FIRST EVER
Athini Mavela

H

istory made as Nokwanda Khumalo was elected
as the first ever female Institutional Student
Representative Council President General following
the outcomes of the 2021/2022 SRC elections.
She was elected as Pretoria Campus President in 2020 and
got elected as the President general in June 2021.
Khumalo said that she is proud of her achievement and she
is looking forward to the road ahead

I want to work as a leader,
not a woman because the
problem starts when people want
to differentiate between a male
and female leader. I just
want to be seen as a leader.
She added that being a leader has always been her
aspiration because in high school she was in the debate
team, also participating in public speaking and always
leading.
Khumalo’s resume is impressive, she has led as part of the
Residential Committee in Polonaise, in branch leadership,
a treasure of a branch, and coordinator for campus student
parliament.
“I always strived to be a leader regardless pf the fact that
I am from a small village. I always wanted to be a voice of
the voiceless and prove to people that even women are

also capable, not because of balancing gender but
because we also have the abilities.”
Khumalo said she is bringing a lot of change under
her leadership and those changes include making
provisions for students with disabilities in busses
and in most of the buildings in the institution.
She added that her goal is to bring strong
communication and be unique and also show
the world the true version of herself.
She said that she wants to make sure
that all students’ needs are met including
international students and no student
should be left behind.
She added that what she would love to
see from her colleagues is working as
a unit because working as a team
makes a lot of things achievable.
“I believe that in 2021/22 we are
a generation that will bring
change in our institution
and make sure we carry a
mandate of 65 000 students
and serve their interests
in every opportunity and
chance we get.”
MavelaA@tut.ac.za
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A

t an event hosted by the Directorate of Student Governance and Leadership Development,
Dr Gugulethu Xaba, said this year’s elections broke the record of voter participation with a
whopping 49,77% of students casting their votes in the elections.

Students took to the polls online to cast their votes from 14 – 16 September 2021.
The SRC results were announced as well as the seat allocations and the stats show SASCO and
EFFSC leading the pack with the overall vote percentage of 32.8%.
The South African Student’s Congress and Economic Freedom Fighters Student Command were
allocated 3 seats each with Student Christian Organisation occupying one seat at the ISRC level.
Dr Xaba said TUT students have voted more than any other university in South Africa and that this
was the biggest election in an institution of higher learning in terms of voter participation.
“This election has recorded 49.77% student turn out, it took us time to really adapt to elections
being online but I want to thank the students for ensuring a peaceful, free, and fair election
process.
Giving remarks during the official announcement of the preliminary results of the elections, Acting
DVC: Student Affairs and Extracurricular Development Dr Shadrack Nthangeni said this year’s
elections were very peaceful and well-conducted.

The election season was felt by everyone, highly
contested and no incident of violent conduct or
political intolerance was reported to my office
during the entire election period.
He acknowledged that students have complied with COVID-19 protocols throughout the elections
and thanked the students who took their time to practice their constitutional rights and voted.
Dr Nthangeni also encouraged students to get vaccinated in numbers to ensure that we reach
campus head immunity.
The Chief electoral officer, Ms Crystal Africa said in her closing, “I want to thank the TUT for the
opportunity to present the inaugural online SRC elections.”
BUANewspaper@tut.ac.za
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Magudulela

Miss Phenomenal Africa 2021 Semi-finalist
Athini Mavela

24-year-old Ziphelele Magudulela has been named as one of Miss Phenomenal Africa
Semi-finalists.
According to Miss catholic 1st runner up 2016, Miss Soshanguve 2019 and Miss
Soshanguve 2nd runner up 2020, she entered Miss Phenomenal Africa because the
purpose of pageants is to find one’s personality, weaknesses and strengths.
“Pageants prove to people that beauty can be defined in many ways and the strongest
action for a woman is to love herself, be herself and shine amongst those who never
believed she could.”
Magudulela said if she could win this title, it would mean a lot to her and she would use it
to inspire many other girls and tell them that “if she can do it they can do it too”.
She added that she always pushes herself into succeeding in everything she does. She
has a strong drive and conquers everything gracefully. She believes that she will take this
one home too.
Magudulela said a healthy lifestyle and exercise are the engine of her journey as she
believes in being forever young.
She added that things have been difficult on her side because it is not easy finding
sponsors and one has to do things like campaigning, community outreach and things to
wear in events, hair, makeup and everything else comes out of your pocket.
MavelaA@tut.ac.za

The secret
of staying
young is to
find an age you
really like and
stick with it as I
believe in being
forever 21.
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Ziphelele Magudulela, Miss Phenomenal Africa 2021 Semi-finalist
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KHUMALO ESTABLISHES
A TUTORS’ ACADEMY
Athini Mavela

T

UT Financial Information and
Systems third-year student, Bongani
Khumalo has established a tutors’
academy called Phakamisa Ikasi Lakho.
The academy offers extra-classes for high
school subjects. The business started
operating in March 2020 during the first
South African lockdown.
According to Khumalo, the innovative idea
came after the President of the country
announced that the country was going
on lockdown for a period of 21 days and
learners were not allowed to go to school or
even visit a friend for a study session.

We have our classes
online to comply with
the Covid-19 regulations and
we provide printed handouts
for the learners and previous
question papers to help with
the revision and we
do not give out
textbooks yet.

Khumalo said he thought of the name
Phakamisa Ikasi lakho because he wanted
matric learners to produce results that
would make parents and everyone in
the community happy and be known of
producing good results.
“If a learner comes and they do not
have the money we fully accept them
because we are aware of our county’s high
unemployment rate and of the effects of
Covid-19.”
“Education is about inviting every single
person who enters a school to realise their
relatively boundless potential in all areas
of worthwhile human endeavour, these are
the words I live by.”
Khumalo said the business is doing well and
the results of the learners are improving
which makes him proud and makes him
want to provide more for them.
“As the Phakamisa Ikasi Lakho tutors’
academy, we are working towards
providing quality and better tutor classes
to all the learners in need and we are
working towards helping learners from all
provinces.”
MavelaA@tut.ac.za

Letsoalo starts his own

TRANSPORT SERVICE
BUSINESS
Athini Mavela

T

UT alumnus, Brucely Letsoalo came
to the rescue of students who were
struggling with their luggage when they
move in and when they vacate their residences
at the end of every academic year. His solution
came in by opening his transportation business
called Mpheng Morwalo which basically means
give me your luggage in March 2021.
According to Letsoalo, this business idea came
to his mind when he realised that his brother’s
van that was parked outside could be of good
use and could help him make money.
“I spoke to my brother and proposed the
business idea to him, he didn’t see anything
wrong but a way of helping students and
making money and so he gave me a go ahead.”
Letsoalo said he calls himself a hustler because
he developed love for selling things and helping
people at a very young age.
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“I have been seeing students struggle with
transporting their luggage especially at the
beginning and end of the academic year when
they leave from their residences, Mpheng
Morwalo transport services has brought a
solution to that at an affordable price.”
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He added that his prices are quite affordable
considering that he works with students, and
they differ depending on the distance.
He mentioned that one of the difficult things
is making sure that the luggage is safe and
nothing is squashed to a point of breaking.

Clients can be very
difficult to deal with
sometimes and you have
to get very patient with
them and have a good way
of communicating because
business is about giving
good service.
Letsoalo said one of his long term goals is
getting a half truck that will enable him to
transport bigger objects and his biggest dream
is to collaborate with one of the biggest courier
companies.
MavelaA@tut.ac.za

Khosa says art
is part of him

Mpelane keeping

people happy

through his clothing brand
Zwelithini Mahlangu

Bongani Chauke

B

achelor of Education final year student Clifford Khosa still has time for
his childhood hobby of drawing despite being occupied with his studies.
The Soshanguve North Campus student does pencil portraits of his close
friends, family members and people who reach out to him.

F

rom playing in the dusty streets of Kagiso to being
a product of the Arts Campus, the Performing Arts
Technology graduate Keorapetse Mpelane, became one
of the few graduates and students who managed to establish a
business during lockdown.

He said he developed the love for drawing when he was in primary school. He
added that this was a result of activities given to him by educators to draw in
class.

I started drawing when I was in grade five,
during this time at school we were required to
draw most of the things we did, like maps and pictures
of Presidents and I was skilled in this activity that
educators and fellow learners soon recognized
and applauded my skill.
Khosa said his talent has suffered due to his studies, he said during his high
school years and after he enrolled for his degree with TUT, he was forced to
prioritise his studies over talent.
He added that he resumed his drawings last year after contact classes were
suspended and said online classes gave him enough free time to do more art.
“Since the suspension of contact classes I have been drawing to improve my
drawing skills and I have seen some progress.”
“I post my drawings on WhatsApp and Facebook statuses, this is the
advertising strategy I have developed and many people have shown interest in
my work and many have asked me to do personal portraits for them and that is
how I make money.”
The creative artist added that going forward he would make time for his art
work and venture into other forms of art.

Mpelane wearing his brand Lets All Be Happy

Mpelane established his clothing brand Lets All Be Happy
(LABH) brand in July last year.
When the pandemic got to hit the country and the President
announced the lockdown, Mpelane saw it as an opportunity for
him to start his own clothing brand which is currently doing very
well.

Chaukejb@tut.ac.za

According to Mpelane, studying at the TUT Faculty of Arts &
Design was also beneficial to him as it contributed to him being
multitalented and learning the skills that are currently in use for
his brand.
As performing arts requires students to specialise with two
subjects, Mpelane chose Make up and Props which played a
good role in him knowing how to dress up people,
as he believes that the clothes can help uplift their
confidence.

I studied performing arts technology
and it was beneficial as it has
assisted me on how I should dress
people with my brand and help everyone to
stay positive.
“I was not really in the good space when I started the brand,
we were in the middle of the lockdown and having no job was
another motivation for me. No matter what the circumstances
let us just be happy to be alive.”
We can expect a lot from Mpelane as he stated that he has
plans to elevate the brand to different heights “people should
expect a lot from Lets All Be Happy. The plan is to keep people
happy through my clothing line and spread love”
Final year Bachelor of Education student and artist Clifford Khosa
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Singer anticipates positive reaction for her
Bongani Chauke

S

econd-year Diploma in Accounting student and
upcoming Afro-pop singer Minenhle Sibiya is
confident that her new Amapiano song titled
“Indlela” will open the path for her to be the next big
star to come out of the dance genre that has taken
South Africa by storm.
Sibiya best known by her stage name MinnieKay said,
although the exact date for the release of the song
which will be this month is yet to be confirmed, she is
assured that the song will be well received by audiences
once they hear it.

She added that her new management
headed by Justin Nare has set the wheels in
motion and she is now able to see progress
in her music career.
“Since Nare became my manager things are
really going well, and I understand that the
future is dependent on the effort I put in, and all
in all MinnieKay.
Chaukejb@tut.ac.za

“Very Soon I’m going to release an Amapiano song
produced by Komfort Musiq titled Indlela, and I will
release some Afro Pop songs too. I am sure this song
and others I will be releasing after it will shake and open
many doors for me.”
MinnieKay added that the decision to wait before they
announced a release date for the song was made by her
and the producer of the song Komfort Musiq.
“We are still looking for a suitable recording label to
release the song under and if we do not find one we are
going to release it via a Distributor.”
The talented singer said, she normally performs in
township events around the country and said it works
for her as she is able to network with people that can
help her achieve her dream of being a big brand in the
music industry.

Young entrepreneur makes a living from her
Abigail Mothiba

From a small village called Myakayaka in
Limpopo, Sethemane has managed to create
a name for herself when she established Magic
Hands Castle Hands early this year as a way of
pursuing her passion and making extra money.
The 19-year-old student visits her clients in their
comfortable spaces instead of them coming to
her.
Sethemane’s business specializes in full body
massage, reflexology, hot stone massage, sports
massage and shiatsu massage.
She started her business and she had to make
the means to make her business a success, so she

BUA

saved some of her allowances to buy the needed
equipment to get her business started.

“I was booked to massage a client and he did not
pay me.

“I estimated how much the equipment could cost
me and I knew how much I needed to save, from
there I started putting some money from my
allowances to purchase the equipment.”

She advises people who would like to start a
business like hers to use whatever they have and
do not wait for tomorrow to start. She said at
least fail knowing that you have tried.

Sethamane said COVID-19 has affected her
business badly since now she cannot do house
calls because people fear catching the virus.

Sethemane wishes to own different branches of
her business and to create employment for others
in future.

“The number of bookings has decreased due to
the high increase of COVID-19 cases and since we
are now back to level 4, the business is no longer
operating like before.”
The masseuse also added that another challenge
she has faced is clients not wanting to pay for
service rendered.
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econd-year Kinesiology student, Taylor
Sethemane keeps students rejuvenated
and relaxed through her mobile massage
business at TUT campuses.

passion
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Congratulations

to Faith Marianga who was
crowned Miss Inspire SA 2021
1st Princess.

MZANSI PETROL HEADS
driven by the innovative
Machivha
Zwelithini Mahlangu

E

ntrepreneurship final year student Dylan Machivha merged his
studies and love for cars to establish Mzansi Petrol Heads, a company
that deals with car reviews, racing events, buying and selling cars.

Machivha said, he fell in love with cars at a very young age. He used to
watch shows that involved cars and attended race events just to take
pictures and videos.
When Dylan enrolled for Entrepreneurship, he already had an idea of what
he was going to do to convert his love for cars to a business.
“I remember on my first year 2018 when we were asked in class if we have
our businesses, only four students raised their hands and I also knew that
my time is coming and in 2019 I started my own business.”
Machivha added that his inspiration for starting Mzansi Petrol Heads was
to start something that was going to involve everyone in South Africa who
is in love with cars.
Mzansi petrol heads grew to be one of the biggest car reviewing and racing
companies in South Africa and got to work with international brands.
“The biggest brand I got a chance to work with and still working with is
Ford South Africa, I also got to work with Audi Arcadia and also worked
with some big acts in the racing industry.”
Machivha believes that he is his motivation because no one pushes him but
himself.
The petrol head said we should expect growth from Mzansi Petrol Heads
as he wants them to cater to all drivers and racers in South Africa and be
able to host quality events.
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Mlangeni follows his

JOURNALISM STUDENTS

ART PASSION

given a head start in the media industry

Abigail Mothiba

F

ine and Studio Arts alumnus, Thulani Prince Mlangeni better
known as DaSoul Prince has successfully completed a community
public art installation at the American Corner in Eskia Mphahlele
Library earlier this year.

Bongani Chauke

T

shwane University of Technology’s Department of Journalism and
Internews, a global organization that addresses a wide range of
issues in the media, held a four-day online workshop. The Youth
Media Literacy Programme was exclusively offered to the department’s
3rd and 4th year students with seventeen delegates taking part between
24th and 27th August 2021.

The public art installation is about the celebration of Knowledge,
education, and diverse unity. He said, it is all about celebrating and
embracing people’s historical heritage, peace and unity amongst our
communities.

The online training workshop was created to help young journalists who
are both creators and consumers of media to enhance their media literacy
levels. The young journalists were also given tools to identify and counter
misinformation and disinformation in the newsroom.

During the installation, Mlangeni worked with eight other amazing
South African artists, Writers and poets on a project called
“Democratisation of Art” which was headed by Alexandra Grant an
American visual artist based in Los Angeles.

Jean Le Roux, Research Associate at Sub-Saharan Africa Digital Forensics
Laboratory Atlantic Council who was one of the speakers, defined
misinformation and disinformation as follows:

“The project was influenced by a poem by Fadzai Nova and Noxolo
Desire Mahlangu called the Celebration.”
The project attracted a lot of attention from the media and was
featured on the SABC 3 show, Expresso.

“Misinformation: the act of spreading false information unintentionally,
including when the propagators intent cannot be determined.
Disinformation: is the act of deliberately spreading false information.”

He said the exposure attracted the youth to visit the American corner
giving them the advantage to empower themselves at the Eskia
Mphahlele library.

The content that was taught during the four-day workshop focused on
educating the delegates on political campaigns, fact checking, digital
hygiene and biases which often young reporters fall into.

The multi-talented artist recently released a house music album called
‘Its DaSoul Maintenance’ where he featured upcoming and inspiring
artists.

Thulisile Galane, a fourth year student and news reporter for Tsa Pitori
Online Magazine and a delegate said, the workshop was educational and it
would be helpful if it was held on a continuous basis.

He said most of the people featured in the album are current students
and graduates of TUT.

The experience was very fulfilling,
educational, informative. I even feel like
four days were not enough, we should be doing
this three times every week because honestly the
information is very necessary to keep one
going as a journalist.
Another delegate, Surpirse Golela a third year student said, the
information presented by various guest speakers was relevant and easy to
understand. He added that he learned a lot especially when it came to fake
news.
“The workshop was very insightful and made absolute sense in terms of
the principles and their application, especially with the spread of fake
news that we see every day on social media, I am thankful for having been
selected to be part of this initiative.”

I chose to work with my fellow students
from TUT because I believe God
provided us with the opportunity to work
together and grow as upcoming artists and our
story will be different because we were
united by art through education.
The album is a mix of Deep house
sounds fused with African
instruments to evoke a sense of
spirituality and unity in diversity
and he said it is available on all
major online music stores and
platforms.
Mlangani said the release of
the album has created a lot of
opportunities for him.

Chaukejb@tut.ac.za

“Ever since the album was released
it has opened up more opportunities
to engage with more amazing artists
and legends such as Marvin Moses
who is behind our celebrated artists
like Thandiswa Mazwai and
Chicco Twala.”

BUA
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Ramphadi pursues
his love for music
Abigail Mothiba

L

ocal Hip-hop artist Walter Ramphadi known by his stage name Erm
Sxytin recently released a song that he wants people to always
remember him with even when he is gone.

Ramphadi was inspired by South African musician Mzayifani Boltina
popularly known as iFani to join the hip hop movement.
“In high school, I used to perform ifani's songs during functions or bashes
but then I was afraid to go and record my own tracks, until I met someone
who took me to a studio and I recorded my first song.”
The 26-year-old started making music in 2014 and he recalls not being
able to concentrate after his first song was released.

Magade finds a
different path through
self-knowledge

“I remember I could not concentrate in class all day after I released my first
song because almost everyone was talking about it at school.”
In 2018 he took a leap of faith and auditioned for SA’s Got Talent, where he
managed to meet new artists with different styles.
“I have learnt a lot from the artists I met during my audition and I believe
they have contributed a lot to where I am today.”

Zwelithini Mahlangu

Ramphadi’s music focuses more on his life, the struggles he has endured
and Gender-Based Violence.

S

elf-knowledge is an important aspect of life, Sibulele
Magade is one of few Industrial Engineering graduates
from TUT who can tell us about it. Magade is the founder
of Sbu Houlders, a company that deals with websites and
application development.

He recently released a song called ‘My Funeral’ which speaks about how
God keeps taking his loved ones from him.

On this song, all I wanted was to let my
fans know that if God someday decides to
take me, they should not be surprised and be like
"why him though". I want them to listen to
it when they miss me.

Magade said, he knew nothing about website development
until 2018 when he started watching videos on YouTube to
gain knowledge about it. He added that in 2020 he decided to
venture into website development commercially.
He said, he had no passion for the course he is currently
studying, his self-taught website development hobby fascinated
him to a point where he says he fell in love with it and he started
neglecting his studies which made him fail few modules.

The song went viral and gave him his long-awaited breakthrough.
“I come from a place where silence is killing many people. Women and
children are being abused but they are scared to go and report it, so I am
trying so hard to be their voice.

I got into a course that I did not
really love but it was all because
of pressure, when I saw everyone studying
engineering, I also decided to go for it
and it gave me a hard time as I
repeated a few modules.

Ramphadi has shared the stage with the likes
of King Monada and Prince Benza.
He wishes to explore and sharpen his
skills to become even better than what
he is at the moment.
MothibaMA@tut.ac.za

Magade said he registered Sbu Houlders in 2018 while he was
still busy studying Industrial Engineering not knowing that
he will turn out well into the space of website developing and
coding.
“I registered my company way before I found out that I will be
interested in designing websites and having the company and
academics becomes a struggle.”
Magade is currently working with small businesses and
upcoming entrepreneurs as most of them need websites and
people who can develop those applications.
He added that more can be expected from him.
“My friends and I are currently working on an app which will be
very helpful to learners. Now, all I need is support from friends
and family so I can be able to meet my goals.”
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TWO OF SOSHANGUVES CAMPUSES
prime buildings renamed
Athini Mavela and Bongani Chauke

T

UT’s Naming and Renaming initiative in
accordance with Transformation Agenda
saw an iconic South African activist’s name
and a natural phenomenon take residence on
top of the central buildings that not only serve
students but the community of Soshanguve and
the country.
TUT has renamed two Soshanguve Buildings
at the North and South Campus Monday 20
September 2021.
South Campus’ Gencor Community Hall’s new
name is Ruth First Community Hall. Meanwhile,
North Campus’ Building 17’s new name is Tswaing.
Heloise Ruth First was a South African antiapartheid activist and scholar, she was a member

of a handful of organizations that wanted an
end to apartheid, and she played an influential
role in seeing that mission through.
Tswaing is an impact crater and Museum in
South Africa located 40 km to the northwest of
Pretoria. It is believed that the natural wonder
destination was caused by a chondrite or stony
meteorite that hit the earth a million ages ago.
Professor Stanley Mukhola, former DVC
of Teaching, Learning and Technology
acknowledged the contribution Ruth First made
to bring the spotlight to inhuman apartheid
laws under the organizations she served and
the work she published.
“Ruth First was one of the first Pioneers
in archiving the experiences of Liberation
movements and their leaders. She published
extensively on the ideology, practice, and
political strategies of these organizations.
This organic intellectual work was crucial
in elevating native account of colonial
domination.”

Executive Dean of Faculty of Humanities,
Professor Mashupye Herbert Maserumule said
that the event proved that the institution is
truly committed to empowering and educating
people, he added that he was pleased that the
building is renamed Tswaing.

I think what we are
witnessing here today,
should not just simply be
understood as some kind of
a symbolism of the extent to
which as TUT we are on the
cups of transition but it really
ought to really underscore our
commitment to what we have
always been working on, a
people’s university that makes
knowledge work and I am glad
that one of our buildings down
there is going to be
Tswaing.

Wearing a

CLOTH FACE MASK
in public is one of
the preventative measures
to curb the spread of Covid-19
BUA
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COVID-19 cases must be reported to: healthreports@tut.ac.za
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Emergency Hotline: 0800 029 999

THE SPOTLIGHT

CREATED A LOT OF CHALLENGES
Bua Reporter

T

UT Football coach Bushy Moloi said that
playing with a young squad created a lot of
challenges for his new young players in this
years’ Varsity Football Tournament.
The Red Army had a disastrous start to the 2021
campaign, but they managed to find their feet and
reached the semi-finals where they lost in penalties
to the University of Johannesburg Football.
Moloi said his boys took long to realize the
psychological importance of playing a team that has
been together for years.
“Like I said that them being young did not actually
make them have a bad season of the varsity football,
but it actually created challenges for most of the
new ones because most of them were playing under
the spotlight for the first time.”
He said media coverage played a role and that the
players only acclimatize later in the tournament.
“They still became nervous when we played live on
TV. If you can check, we did well against most of the
teams when we did not play live on TV. That is also
part of the things that they have learned and the
magnitude of the tournament to some extent was
very hectic for them.”
He believes that if the same squad gets another
opportunity to play together next year, they will
achieve great things.

Now most have realized
that they could manage the
semi-finals and they could manage
to hold the bigger teams. We
must understand that they were
together for a short period of time,
unlike the other clubs we
were competing with.
He added that the mental strength of the players
and other types of game approaches could have
been better had they been together for a year.
He said that the setup of the tournament was
difficult not only for his team but for other teams as
well.
Maybe the tournament should change back to its
originality. If we understand and follow the Covid-19
protocols and get people to vaccinate maybe they
will be able to allow the fans into the stadiums and
travel like before because it gives you almost a week
to prepare for the next game.”
He added that this one only gave them a year.
The Women’s football club to bring a seventh
consecutive title back to the Home of Champions
having failed to qualify for the semi-finals.

Welcome

to the HOME of

CHAMPIONS
coach
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Newly appointed TUT Women's High Performance Team
head Coach, Simphiwe Dludlu Sibiya.
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