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I joined Bua as part of my Work Integrated 
Learning (WIL), but it has become more like a 
full time job. I have learnt how to write articles 

through Bua, Conducting Interviews (Telephonic 
and Personal). I have been with Bua for 11 
months, during this period I was well prepared 
for employment, although it was hard at times, 
but without the experience from Bua I couldn’t 
do better now at my workplaces. Bua Newspaper 
taught me a lot beyond writing, but also to 
become great employee, how to attend formal 
meetings and ideal contribution. 

I appreciate an Editor-In-Chief 
(EIC) Nhlawulo Vision Chauke, for 
his role toward my career, he was hard on me at 
times only because he wanted best out of me. 
Nonetheless, mostly I would like to appreciate 
everyone involved in running the publication, 
I still stand to say without them I am nothing. 
They have made a great remarkable contribution 
towards my career as a Journalist. I can firmly 
stand and say I am a better Journalist because of 
Bua Newspaper’s contribution in my life.      

Malema       Seroba

Mbalenhl
e                       

      
  Zuma

Naledi 
     Mabotja

My journey at Bua 
has been the most 
refreshing journey. 

I knew how to write but I 
wasn't good. Joining the Bua 
team, I am now able to write, 
edit and do a proper research about my 
stories. I had to get out of my comfort zone 
in writing sports stories. I thought it would be 
my worst experience, but it was the complete 
opposite. I can now confidently say writing 
sports stories is the best.      

I 'm very grateful the time I did my 
internship at Bua student newspaper 
and I am excited to see what the future 

holds for me. My personal experience at the 
newspaper was awesome from the caring 
leadership, to exciting travel opportunities, 
networking, job growth possibilities, and a 
great work and life balance.      
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Five years journey completed Five years journey completed 
during difficult times

Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Student Affairs and Extracurricular Development Senior Researcher 
Mercy Sondlo has completed her PHD in Education Management, Law 
& Policy Studies after 5 years of hard work and dedication to the course.

The Researcher said that completing her PhD in such trying times has been 
challenging in that, the Corona Virus pandemic has disrupted the traditional 
graduation ceremonies that she looked forward to. She added that she was 
disappointed not to graduate normally but she is happy after the innovative 
virtual graduations that the University of Pretoria arranged to allow them to 
graduate against all odds-on 20 April 2020.

“The Covid-19 has changed the way higher education is conducting its 
business and has affected students and their expectations of graduations.”

She added that the virus presented lessons and opportunities for 
acclimatising herself to the ‘new normal’ and her outlook in response to the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

Sondlo described completing her PhD as an unbelievable and unimaginable 
milestone given the fact that she managed to transcend as a black female 
from a socio-economic disadvantaged background, having been denied the 
academic privileges of the past-apartheid education system.

If I can try to explain my experience of 
this whole journey in one word, I would say 

unbelievable. In simple terms completing my PhD is 
an unimaginable milestone. I was inspired by others 
before me who talked the talk and walked the 
walk.

She added that when she reflects on her journey 
towards her PhD, she feels overwhelmed with 
emotions resultant from the joy of achieving 
her PhD in a country where socio-economic 
structural and systemic inequalities still exist in 
our education system.

She said that what inspired her to continue 
with her PhD was the passion she has for 
research and that she wanted to understand 
how stakeholders in public higher education 
institutions understand, experience, frame 
quality related issues as they navigate the 
shifting policy landscape of higher education.

As in many activities and careers, Sondlo said 
that she had to conquer certain challenges 
to complete her PhD.

“I think pursuing PhD studies is highly 
inspiring and a challenging journey as 
it can be very demanding in terms 
of time to completion which is 
a major challenge in education. 
Some, if not most PhD students 
are faced with ‘unforeseen’ 
circumstances and as a result 
dropout or fail to complete their 
studies.”    

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za
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 Student Affairs and 
Extracurricular Development 
Senior Researcher  
Mercy Sondlo.

2pa
geBUA



 Some of the Graduates  
that posted on their  
social media 

TUT hosted the first ever online virtual 
graduation ceremony after the normal 
autumn traditional graduation ceremony 

was cancelled due to the state of national 
lockdown which came into effect on 26 March 
2020 to curb the spread of COVID-19.

The institution awarded close to 12 000 
qualifications to students in absentia.

Addressing graduates who watched online, 
TUT Vice-Chancellor and Principal Prof Lourens 
Van Staden said that they understand the 
importance of students celebrating their 
milestones with parents, loved ones, family and 
friends.

He added that a TUT qualification is a powerful 
tool. 

You too, if you 
use the knowledge 

and skills that you have 
acquired at TUT in an 
innovative, creative and 
responsible manner,  
you will definitely be 
successful.

He added that graduates should go out there to 
make a difference in their lives and in the lives 
of others.

“I would like to encourage you to aspire to be 
a socially responsible citizen in South Africa, to 
make a difference where you work and where 
you live.”

TUT’s Registrar Dr Michael Mushaatoni 
addressed graduates and stated that their 
qualification is a vital tool that will pave a way 
for them to progress in their careers.

Although it was not the traditional graduation, 
the virtual graduation did not stop some 
graduates from celebrating with their families 
whilst wearing their graduation gowns. 

Brenda Mahlalela a second time graduate 
holding Honours Degree BEd was ecstatic and 
this little glitch was not going to stop her from 
celebrating yet another milestone of her life.

TUT VIRTUAL GRADUATION  a success 
“I had mixed emotions about my second belt, 
it’s been one of the toughest journeys but 
I made it. For me it doesn’t matter where I 
graduate at this point due to what the world is 
facing. As long as my name was called amongst 
the others, I am happy.”

National Diploma in Journalism graduate 
Patience Malebana said that she was oblivious 
of her surroundings and the only thing that 
mattered was seeing her name amongst names 
of all those who made it.    

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za

Nhlawulo Vision  Chauke and Nomzamo Masinga
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Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Somatology alumna Nomvuselelo Nkulukazi Angela 
Methule has produced her own Bold Beauty 
Skin Care products which work on reducing the 

appearance of dark marks, stretchmarks, and treat dry 
and dehydrated skin.

According to Methule, the products also help with acne 
problematic skin and the body scrub is for stretchmarks 
and dark marks on the body.

Methule said that the idea behind the products came 
after an assignment she was given in varsity.

“There was a time we had a project to actually 
come up with business ideas that would be viable 

whether we are physically available or not and 
that's when it started, in 2019.”

She added that she had always wanted to start her own 
business, but she never really knew what she would do. 

“So, studying Somatology, I realized that, there are 
various things I could do with it in the entrepreneurial 
world.”

She added that since she launched the product, people 
around her were excited and believed in the product.

She added that she needs to reach a larger market and 
get her products to a place where they can be easily 
accessible nationwide, produce at a larger scale, and 
possibly add more products.    

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za

Somatology alumna starts her own

 beauty skin care range

So, studying Somatology, I realized that, there 
are various things I could do with it in the 
entrepreneurial world.

 Founder and Owner of Bold Beauty Skin Care 
Nomvuselelo Nkulukazi Angela Methule

 Bold Beauty Skin 
Care products
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Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Born with the gift of acting, Emmauel Mjhayise 
has featured in a lot of dramas, movies and now 
he will feature on a new series, Isono which will 

air on 27 July 2020 on Channel 129 Bet where he will be 
playing a character of a police officer.

The second year Journalism student said that he grew 
up with a gift of acting and loving the spotlight.

“I was born with the gift to act. I didn’t go to acting 
school, but I received formal training from a youth 
group called Dream Builders.”

He added that he was inspired by veteran actor Israel 
Matseke Zulu known as GP-MaOrange.

He said that he always wanted to be on the spotlight 
and having people to watch him perform.

He told Bua that while he was in grade 9 at the age 
of 16, there was a competition of Arts and Culture in 
Witbank which was sponsored by Love life.

“My high school classmates, friends and I took part in 
that competition and I won a trophy for best director, 
script writer and actor.”

Mjhayise has since shot Nifunani, Night Walkers, Mirrors 
don’t lie and now he is working on a new movie titled 
Sabotage.

     I love cameras and

I love the spotlight.

He added that his career could have sparkled in 
2016 after gaining a spot on Bones of my Bones a 
series that airs of SABC 2 but his career was put into 
a halt when he went to initiation school that year.

“I went to initiation school while I was about to 
shoot, and I lost my spot. They asked me to contact 
them after initiation school, but I lost contacts with 
them because I got mugged after initiation school “

Looking at his Journalism career, Mjhayise said 
TUT journalism has introduced him to cameras that 
he grew up loving and taught him communication 
skills.    

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za

TAKES THE SPOTLIGHT

 Emmauel Mjhayise 
at Rhythm City.

 Actor and a second year Journalism 
student Emmauel Mjhayise.

 Emmauel Mjhayise on set for Isono series.

Mjhayise 
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HUMANITIES MAKES USE OF 

TUT FM FOR LECTURES
Nomzamo Masinga and Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Let’s join hands  in 2020 and warm those cold little feet again by  donating a pair/s of 
school shoes to our less privileged learners.
Please call Elsie Mosehana on extension 9169 

or e-mail mosehanaen@tut.ac.za  to request your 

donor card with the details of the sponsored child.

 

Winter Shoe Project 2020
Soshanguve Campus SGLD  in partnership with CSRC

Delivery extended to
the end of July 2020.

Additional drop off point : 

Contact Amanda Van Rensburg @X5365

TUT FM is part 
of the Faculty of 

Humanities and we would 
like to make use of this 
platform on an ongoing 
basis for the benefit of  
our students.

TUT FM has become a lecture room for 
the Faculty of Humanities students as the 
faculty resorted to radio classes on the 

station in order to complement the multimodal 
teaching and learning strategy of the University 
which seeks to cater for each and every student, 
despite where they are.

According Acting Executive Dean of the Faculty of 
Humanities, Prof Mashupye Herbert Maserumule, 
COVID-19 compelled them to invoke their 
ultimate ingenuity in how they should navigate 
the complexity it has imposed, which has upended 
the normalcy.

“This is where this idea of using radio station came 
from.  The Faculty Executive Committee took 
a decision that all the resources at its disposal 
should be explored for the purpose of teaching 
and learning.”

He added that the radio station was identified 
as one of them and was used as part of the 
multimodal teaching and learning mix, largely to 
complement other platforms that are already in 
use - myTutor and WhatsApp.

He said that it was intended to optimise their 
instructional interactions, especially as students 
grapple with the printed study material sent to  them. 

“We use this medium to keep our students up 
to speed with content in the different modules 
offered in the faculty. We are at the first phase of 
this experimental exercise, and it is planned to be 
in full swing when students return.” He added that 
the faculty has made sure that they get feedback 
on the classes by WhatsApp. 

Prof Maserumule added that they were aware 
that TUT FM has a 50km radius footprint, hence 
they planned to post podcasts of the lectures on 
myTutor for all students to access. 

“There is live streaming of the lectures available 
on https://iono.fm/s/92. Anywhere they are, in 
various parts of the country, students can easily 
access lectures by just simply clicking on this link. 
This should not be a challenge as the University 
is providing data for our students. Those whose 
numbers have been validated have already started 
to receive the data”

He added that they intend on continuing with this 
type of remote learning even when students are 
back in campus. 

“This is the new normal for us. The lectures will 
continue even when the students are back on 
campus. ”    

  BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za
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Student Affairs and Extracurricular Development
in partnership

with the Directorate of  Corporate Affairs & Marketing,

is proud to celebrate Nelson Mandela Day with Youth for Hope Safe House

Join us as we uphold the Duty of Care by donating:
∙  Nappies for infants      ∙  Toiletries for adults      ∙  Sanitary towels

Drop off point: 
Pretoria Campus, Building 21, First Floor Security Desk  

For more information contact: 
Regina Motlhomi - motlhomirm@tut.ac.za

Siyabonga Ntamo - ntamosl@tut.ac.za

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME UNTIL 28 JULY 2020.
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Ntuli’s DYA 
gives back 
to the community 
Dineo Gcaza 

Being motivated to make a difference 
in his community, 27-year-old 
Nkanyiso Ntuli established his youth 

led non-profit organization called Diepsloot 
Youth in Action (DYA) ten years ago to bring 
sport and dramatic arts in his community. 

According to Ntuli, the goal was to develop 
the youth in soccer, arts and culture. He 
added that the aim of this organization was 
to attract the youth of his community and 
develop talent. 

DYA has not only focused on sport and arts 
per say but the organization also plays a 
part in assisting the community youth with 
opportunities that may arise. This motivated 
the youth of Diepsloot to participate even 
more. 

Ntuli added that DYA has helped a lot of 
youth in Diepsloot, some of the young 
people were able to get help in applying at 
universities. This has shaped them into a 
strong team. 

“We have partnered up with a couple of 
stake holders in terms of assisting our youth 
with internships and learnerships.” 

The Sports Management graduate added 
that, the organization has been very helpful 
in preventing some of the biggest challenges 
in the community such as drug abuse and all 
sorts of bad habits the youth of Diepsloot 
find themselves involved in. 

Our community is one 
of the most dangerous 
communities in South 

Africa and drugs are used 
daily by the youth. It’s a more 
normalized situation, so 
we as DYA are trying to 
eliminate that.

The organization has collaborated with 
a couple of active organizations, to 
name a few, Inkulu free head, Phaphama 
Initiative, Joburg Theatre and the South 
African State Theatre and department of 
arts and culture.    

  BuaNewspaper@tut.ca.za

90 KM MARATHON 
to feed students 
Dineo Gcaza 

The Faculty of Engineering and Built 
Environment (EBM) hosted the 90 KM 
marathon on Sunday 14 June 2020 to 

raise funds which would enable them to assist 
students with food parcels through their Student 
Support Program.

The marathon started in Centurion and it saw 
eleven people take part to support the initiative. 
Prof Khumbulani Mpofu, Gift Nenzhelele, 
Marensia Bhebe, Thabo Phodile and Thomas 
Kgatle were amongst the participants who took 
part in the marathon.

This program was established 3 years ago by 
students in the faculty of EBM and it aims to feed 
and empower TUT students so that they do not 
have to worry about their next meal. 

Khumbuzile Mdlalose said that since the 
outbreak of COVID-19 they have received over 
300 students from various campuses that called 
out for food relief. 

Mdlalose said the marathon was a great success 
and that their goal was reached on the day.

“A fed student is an empowered student, staff 
members and everyone who participated has 
helped us gather more strength to continue 
making the movement a success.”

Mdlalose said that TUT has been helping the 
movement to stay afloat for the past 3 years. She 
added that they have managed to help a lot of 
students during the years. 

“We are saying that no student shall face a basic 
need obstacle like food while they are busy 
studying when we as people can change that.”    

  BuaNewspaper@tut.ca.za
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