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The global pandemic COVID-19 also known as Coronavirus has put many activities, 
goals and dreams on hold since the number of cases started escalating around the 
world.

Those dreams which were paused include one of Nthabiseng Mogashoa’s dreams who 
was supposed to travel to Thailand for the Global Goals Muns in July 2020.

Mogashoa who has always been passionate about Advocacy from a tender age was 
selected amongst 6721 applicants worldwide. The event offers a wide range of skills 
development for upcoming leaders like Mogashoa.

“I started my Advocacy journey when I was about ten years old. I would go to the 
principal’s office and remind them of the change that I needed to see.”

She added that while growing up, she realized that the most powerful tool she had was 
her voice.

Mogashoa learnt about Global Goals Muns soon after her visit to Kenya where she 
attended a conference under the theme, populations and development.

“When I came back, I realized that there is a conference in Thailand that teaches 
young people about leadership skills. I always tell myself that if I want to be a leader of 
tomorrow, I have to be in a space that teaches me how a leader carries themselves and 
what are the tools that a leader needs in order to become a great leader.”

She added that she travelled South Africa where she would enjoy the nice part of sleeping 
in hotels and taking nice pictures, but she learnt something as she grew in her Advocacy 
journey.

“I came to realize that it is actually not about the hotels or the flights but what matters is 
that my voice is heard across all platforms.”

“This opportunity will not only be a platform of growth to me, but it will inspire my fellow 
citizens to dream big and to invest in their dreams more especially young people.”

The conference has since been postponed to 2021 February due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19.

She added that even though the conference was postponed, they have hope and as leaders 
they cannot feel like they have reached the end target.

“We need to continue fighting against all odds.”   

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za 
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I came to realize that it is actually 
not about the hotels or the flights 

but what matters is that my voice 
is heard across all platforms.
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 Ditiro Mashigo, TUT Fashion and 
Textile Graduate 

TUT graduate produces 550 masks to help fight  COVID19
Dineo Gcaza 

Feeling compelled to assist in flattening the curve against COVID-19, 29-year-old TUT Fashion 
and Textile graduate Ditiro Mashigo has produced 550 masks to help her community in the 
fight against COVID-19.

Mashigo donated 500 masks to a local Church and the rest to the residents of Pretoria West. 

The idea initially started after the pandemic spread nationwide and that is when the mask 
production project was initiated. 

Mashigo said that she did not work alone to produce these masks. She said that she collaborated 
with multiple women in her community including, Mama Tina whom she collaborated with since 
2017. 

To date 550 people in Pretoria West have received masks, this has helped several residents in her 
local community. 

Mashigo has set the bar high over the past couple of years, she has grown to make a name for 
herself which includes her biggest achievement yet, being awarded by the department of Arts & 
Culture to design for one of the most loved choir in Mzansi “Soweto Gospel Choir”.

“I have continued making a name for myself by being chosen as a 2020 Delegate at the SoCreative 
summit in Harare.”

Mashigo mentioned that she makes her income through her business and sales however she 
previously applied for her studio equipment that’s based in Pretoria Arcadia through National Youth 
Development Agency (NYDA) and private sector investors which she was successfully awarded.

“I have put plans into place to order high craft business model in order to generate income and 
make a living for myself through my craft.” 

Mashigo stated that her recent mask production has helped her grow as an entrepreneur and 
mostly as a living person because it required her to think selflessly and help the needy through her 
craft.    

It has made 

my life a field of endless 
possibilities to continue 
serving my country and 
help the needy in 

these trying times. 

  BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za
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Soon after realizing that he had no 
funding for his Mechanical Engineering 
course, second year student Tebogo 

Serogole developed an app that enables 
students to buy and sell pre-owned books at 
lower price.

This comes after his experience as a first-year 
student who had early lectures soon after 
registrations and he could not get affordable 
books because seniors were not yet back in 
campus.

I thought about creating 

a platform where first 

year students could find people 

selling their books online instead 

of looking for them on campus 

because it is not easy to 

find them on campus.
Serogole worked with two of his friends 

Obakeng Mufuma and Ngcebo Myende to 
develop. He used his graphic designing skills 

to design his app and designed marketing 
tools for the app.

The app currently has sellers at the Tshwane 
University of Technology, University of South 
Africa and University of Pretoria.

Seregole said that he does not generate 
income from the services that the app offers 
but he only gains revenue through the app by 
running it.

He added that they are in a process of 
improving the app for the safety of users.

“We understand that this might give 
fraudsters an opportunity to scam people. We 

Sacrificing 

Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Starting a business is one of the 
toughest journeys one can take if 
there is no capital while some people 

will tell you that starting a business requires 
sacrifices. A final year Entrepreneurship 
student, Kgothatso Thupana who studies 
at TUT Polokwane Campus sacrificed his 
National Student Financial Aid Scheme 
(NSFAS) book allowance to start his Kenter 
Holdings (Pty) Ltd chicken business last year.

Thupana said that he had a tough time 
studying last year because he did not buy 
books and he had to use soft copies to study.

I depended on 
other people’s 

textbooks to study.

He said he started his business at his home 
garage, and he had 100 chickens as a start.

Thupana said he got in business from an 
early age while he was in primary school.

“When my father came back from Gauteng, 
he would give me and my brother sweets. I 
would sell mine and buy a new packet, but I 
was doing it for fun back then.”

Like any other businesses, Thupana firstly 
started the business with two of his friends but 
it did not work out.

Most successful businesspeople will tell you 
that they had a lot of people doubting their 
capabilities but gained confidence from that 
one person who said yes you can do it and 
that was the same story in Thupana’s business 
journey.

He added that he looked for that one person 
who said yes you can, and he did not bother to 
listen to 100 people who said no.

He added that over a year from starting his 
business at a garage, he has finally managed 
to grow his business and built a new chicken 
house that accommodates 600 chickens.

Thupana said that he had forty business ideas 
before his chicken business, but he could 
not execute them because he always said to 
himself that he does not have capital to start.

“I had this mindset that I don’t have capital. 
It was my song. To anyone who wants to 
venture into the business world, know that it is 
possible through the little you have, it’s just a 
matter of sacrifice.”  

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za  Kenter Holdings (Pty) Ltd Founder and 
owner Kgothatso Thupana

for a greater good of business

STUDENT DEVELOP
academic books app store

are working on something that will allow us to make all 
the transactions and send the final product to the relevant 
people.”  

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za 
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Nomzamo Masinga

Most women believe that their hair is one of the 
highly regarded signs of beauty but Tshepang 
Montsha believes that all a woman needs to 

be beautiful is self-esteem, self-awareness and self-
confidence.

The 23 years old Montsho, who studies Cost Accounting 
at the TUT Ga-Rankuwa Campus completed her journey in 
regaining her confidence when she took home the title of 
Miss TUT Ga-Rankuwa 2019/20.

Montsho impulsively signed up for the Miss TUT pageant 
to help her focus. Little did she know that she was going to 
come out victorious when the program director announced 
her as the new Miss TUT Ga-Rankuwa. 

Growing up with alopecic, Montsho was bullied and that 
resulted into the constant changing schools to escape her 
reality.

She added that she was teased and that contributed in 
her becoming a shy person and a loner. She said that for 
a long time she liked living in the shadows until she finally 
decided that her condition was not going to stop her from 
living life to the fullest.

She said that she is happy with the fact that she can now 
teach people about her condition as others assume that 
she has cancer. 

The Miss Ga-Rankuwa Campus title has enabled her to face 
her fears head on including her fear of public speaking.

Montsho said that it warmed her heart helping young 
adults deal with their self-esteem issues as she has also 
gone through years of battling with her own esteem issues. 

“It took courage for me to get on that stage but, I did it!”

Montsho looks forward to serving as the ambassador of 
her campus and believes that she will make a difference 
by reaching out to those who now look up to her as a role 
model.

“I was just the girl with a bald head but now everyone 
knows me and my name is no longer Tshepang! I am Miss 
TUT Ga-Rankuwa!”  

 BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za.

Miss TUT Ga-Rankuwa has proven that beauty goes beyond appearance 
and it is also how a woman carries herself with confidence.

It took courage for me to get 
on that stage but, I did it!
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We cannot depend on our 
 qualifications
Nhlawulo Vision Chauke

Two TUT graduates took social media by 
storm on 1 June 2020 after they posted 
a picture of themselves wearing their 

graduation’s attire while they were selling scones 
in Soshanguve.

Thato Mokasi and Perm Stomberg went to varsity 
together and worked together as students.

According to Mokasi, she contacted Stomberg as 
soon as she was about to resign at her then job 
and proposed to start a business with her.

She added that Stomberg used to sell her scones 
via orders that people placed not in the streets.

“I was like we might as well go buy ingrediencies 
and go sell scones at Soshanguve Crossing robots. 
That is how we got together in this business.”

Stomberg told Bua that the lockdown opened 
their eyes as businesswomen.

“We wouldn’t see our potentials, what we capable 
of and we wouldn’t know that we could sell at the 
robots and people would buy.”

She added that if Lockdown did not happen life 
would be normal, and we would still be working.

Lockdown forced our 

hands and made us realize 

that we can’t just sit and not do 

anything or depend on our jobs 

and qualifications of which is 

not helping now because we on 

lockdown. So, we needed to make 

a plan for ourselves to 

survive.

Sharing words of encouragement to unemployed 
graduates and those who lost their jobs because 
of lockdown and the outbreak of COVID-19, 
Stomberg said: “The world doesn’t care, and it 
doesn’t play a pity party. It is either you wake up 
and sell or you don’t want to sell, it is your baby 
and your bills.”

She added that one needs to wake up and get 
themselves on the go.

“I still believe in education, even now I’m still 
doing my post graduate certificate and next year 
I’m doing my honors. I still believe 
in learning and going to 
school but do not rely on it. 
Do not put all your strength 
and power in education. 
Try something else and 
figure out ideas because 
once you start depending 
on your qualification, you 

are being brainwashed to believe that without a 
qualification I cannot survive.”

Mokasi added that people should remember that 
not everyone is a businessman/woman.

“I always say know invest in your gift, you know 
your gift. Your gift is something that will bring 
money or put food in a table.” 

  ChaukeNV@tut.ac.za 

 Perm Stomberg sells scones at Soshanguve 
Crossing, Aubrey Matlala Rd and Ruth First 
Rd on Tuesday 2 June 2020.

 Thato Mokasi sells scones 
at Soshanguve Crossing, 
Aubrey Matlala Rd 
and Ruth First Rd on 
Tuesday 2 June 2020.

 Somatology graduate, Perm Stomberg and Interior Design graduate, Thato Mokasi sells scones at 
Soshanguve Crossing, Aubrey Matlala Rd and Ruth First Rd on Monday 1 June 2020.
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I always want to be 
part of those who 

help put a smile on 
someone’s face.  

Mr TUT Ga-Rankuwa 
aspires to make the world a better place
Nomzamo Masinga

When many aspire to make a living, Mr TUT Ga-Rankuwa Campus 2019/20 
Junior Mahlangu aspires to make a difference by using his love for modelling 
to give back to the community.

The reigning King of Ga-Rankuwa Campus saw a chance to do what he has always 
wanted to do which is giving back to the community through modelling.

The Mpumalanga born model has always been into pageants, but he did not pursue it at 
first because to many at his Verona home in Mpumalanga, pageants and modelling were 
all about looks and body shape.

However, when he finally decided to, he realised it was more than that and it gave him a 
platform to get donations and funding for charity.

“When you don’t have a title, it’s hard to ask for donations or to even motivate people.”

Mahlangu finds fulfilment in empowering the youth, helping cultivate and build 
responsible future leaders. He has since participated in Mr Tshwane regional 7 and he is 
currently a finalist for Mr/Miss Prime SA for 2020.

Mahlangu said that he realised that sometimes he needed to fall for him to get back up. 

Mahlangu always thinks of the end goal whenever he enters pageants. He said that he 
realised that he is not just fighting to win a title but for chance to also give back to the 
community.

“I always want to be part of those who help put a smile on someone’s face.”   
 BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za

6pa
geBUA



Sandile Shabalala

“You’re too thin, you’re not fit to be the queen,” those 
are derogatory words the gorgeous and elegant Ashley 
Lukhele who has been crowned Miss TUT Mbombela 

Campus 2019/20 had to endure. Despite all the negative things she 
had to face she did not despair in achieving her dream of winning the 
pageant. Her achievements are the testimony of that hard work do 
pays of if you put effort.

Lukhele has since held six titles namely, Miss Watershed 14 1st 
princess, Miss Thekwane South 2014 1st princess, Miss Kanyamazane 
Queen 2016, Miss Prestigious 2016 1st princess, Miss Ehlanzeni 2018 
and current Miss TUT 2019 Mbombela campus.

The reigning Queen of Mbombela Campus has founded The Reina 
Foundation, which is translated from the Spanish word, Queen. 

The foundation is a non-profit Company that strive to educate, fitness, 
health, education and entrepreneurship. 

Lukhele added that her foundation also distributes the reusable 
sanitary pads to the less fortunate such as school children and 
Orphans. 

Seeing many young girls 
and women get disturbed from 

their day-to-day lives because of 
periods is what prompted me 

to start this initiative.
Talking about her upbringing, Lukhele said that she has never backed 
away from a challenge. She has been an active child from an early 
age, and she has since participated in a number of sporting codes 
such athletics, netball, and high jump. 

Her childhood was not an easy one since she was raised by a single 
parent with her siblings, being body shamed and physical abused 
despite that she has risen above those obstacles. 

Lukhele is one of the many women of South Africa who had been 
physical abused, but she did not live in sorrows but instead she 
regarded herself as the survivor instead of a victim.

“I’m a survivor of physical abuse, I choose the word survivor instead 
of victim because I vowed to myself that I wouldn’t let what 
happened to me get me down. You don’t get over such things, you 
just learn to heal, move on and become great.”

Although she has achieved so much in her life so far, she believes 
that the sky is the limit and plan on entering Miss Mamelodi 
Sundowns.

Lukhele said that she wishes to represent TUT at Miss Varsity 2020, 
also she would love to meet other queens from various campuses. 

She added that she believes that everyone can enter for Miss TUT and 
win it if they believe in themselves.   

 BuaNewspaper@tut.ac.za
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