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On September 19 2015, the then minister of higher education 
and training Blade Nzimande, announced that the country’s 
universities were facing “serious funding challenges” at the 

same time that South Africans were equally struggling to afford tuition 
fees. The minister proposed that universities set their own fee increas-
es for the year 2017, adding that the increases be no more than 8 per-
cent for some categories of needy students and in some instances no 
increases would be added. The next day student protests and demon-
strations erupted and suspended classes with hundreds and thousands 
of students demonstrating their unhappiness across the country. 

The #FMF movement continued to pick up speed 
and momentum and it was only when former 
President Jacob Zuma announced that South 
Africa would commit to free higher education in 
December 2017 that many saw the battle as being 
won especially considering that the definition of 
poor students would ultimately include almost 
90% of  the country’s students mostly black. 

Whilst many in the country saw this moment as a victory for students 
many #FMF student activists struggled with mixed emotions in 
jail because of their participation in the student protest, many 
of whom were arrested for public violence, malicious damage to 
property, inciting and calling for illegal activities and contravening 
court interdicts are still facing criminal charges and standing trail for 
their involvement in the #FMF movement in 2018 months after the 
announcement had been made. 

Khanya Cekeshe a former Wits student and #FMF activist was recent-
ly sentenced to an effective five years in Leeukop prison after being 
convicted in the Johannesburg Regional court after video evidence 
emerged showing him setting a police van on fire in 2016 in Braam-
fontein, Johannesburg. Amos (Amla) Monageng also a #FMF activist 
and former student of the University of Pretoria (UP) was sentenced 
to one year house arrest only allowing him to go to work and back on 
15 February 2018  he was found guilty on two counts of public violence 
and assault. 

These are some of the many prosecutions that took place leaving 
many students and former activists frustrated and angry citing that the 
prosecutions were unfair in that students were fighting for a just cause, 
one which the country has committed resources and time to change. 
Many students and other former activists believe that these arrested 
students should and must receive political amnesty or pardon from jail. 

It is rather ironic that the so called democratic dispensation the new 
democratic South Africa continues in 2018 to imprison the youth for 
fighting for their basic human right of education so as we reflect on 
and celebrate the memory of 16 June in 2018 marking the 42nd anni-
versary of the Soweto uprising where scores of students died and were 
arrested at the hands of the Apartheid government and it’s police, we 
must remain cognisant of the similarities that we saw then and now. 
The fight for free education is considered a battle that has been won 
but many students and former activists remain sceptical about the 
genuinely of the government that still arrests students for their actions 
during the #FMF movement, it almost seems as if students and young 
people in general will always have to fight for their basic rights and can 
never call for a revolution and come out of it without losing fellows on 
the way.   

1 pa
ge BUA



TUT affirms its commitment t0

Jeanette Tshakane

Africa Day is the annual commemoration 
of the foundation of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) (now known 

as the African Union) established on 25 May 
1963 as part of the continent’s quest for unity, 
independence, emancipation and liberation. 
This day is celebrated in various countries on 
the African continent as well as around the 
world. TUT affirmed it’s commitment to Africa 
by celebrating Africa day, in an event which was 
held at the Soshanguve South campus.

The event’s guest 
speaker was Rhulani 
Thembi Siweya founder 
of Africa Unmasked, 
who explained Africa 
Day as an important day 
of commemorating the 
emancipation, unity and 
independence of Africa 
“for us we celebrate this 
day by remembering 

where we come from as 
a continent, our ability 
to reinforce our power 
and unite as one without 
colonial borders as that 
is not a true reflection of 
who we are” she said. 

The event highlighted many challenges and 
positive aspects that international students 
face at TUT that the university needs to look 
deep into, some including language and cultur-
al barriers in interactions with other students 
and residential segregation seen in that 90% of 
international students do no reside in campus 
residences as they feel like outsiders.

“We need International students to organise 
more events they have a registered organisa-
tion. Our worry is that they are not participat-
ing in our activities, that is why we felt that 
we needed to create such a platform so that 
they can partake in activities  of SGLD, to show 
them that we care and love them all” said Sello 
Ramokgopa SGLD practitioner at the Sos-
hanguve Campuses.  
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Lindokuhle Mabena

On 2 June 2018, Tshwane Metro 
Municipality Executive Mayor Solly 
Msimanga launched The Tswelopele 

Campaign an inner city clean-up campaign at 
Tshwane House in Pretoria CBD. Tswelopele 
is a Tswana word meaning moving forward, 
the event started-off with a media briefing at 
8:30 at Tshwane House and from 9:00 – 11:00 
the clean-up took place where each group of 
volunteers adopted streets to clean from Helen 
Joseph, Lillian Ngoyi, Pretorius and Central 
streets in Pretoria CBD. 

The idea behind the 
Tswelopele Campaign 
according to Mayor Msimanga 
is cleaning up the city and 
encouraging citizens and 
residents to join in on keeping 
the environment clean. 
Students from the Tshwane 
University of Technology, 
Miss Earth participants 
and people from the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) came forward to 
help in cleaning. 

Different organisations and local businesses 
were also involved in the campaign sponsoring 
T-shirts, plastic gloves and bags. Fannie Du 
Plessis from the Capital City Business Chamber 
and an organiser said they made sure to involve 
cooperate South Africa in the endeavour with 
companies such as Standard Bank , Absa, Old 
Mutual, The Waste Group, Avbob, Morning 
Express Hotel and Plastic SA also taking part in 
the campaign. 

Orielia Egambaram Miss Earth first Runner-
up, said that she felt honoured being part of 
the campaign “I have been involved in clean-up 
campaigns since last year when the Mayor of 
Johannesburg launched his clean-up campaign 
and since I am from the City of Tshwane I am so 
excited that I can make a difference in my own 
city” said Orielia. 

Solly Msimanga reiterated that it is not only 
government’s responsibility to keep the city 
clean but everybody’s, “We are aiming to keep 
the City’s beauty alive, being a city that works 
for its people, a city that is clean and we all can 
be proud of.”    

Soshanguve SGLD holds 
Intergenerational Dialogue for  

Youth Month 
Celebrations
Lindokuhle Mabena

The Tshwane University of Technology’s 
(TUT) Student Governance and Leadership 
Development (SGLD) Directorate in 

Soshanguve hosted an Intergeneration Dialogue in 
light of Youth Month celebrations on 1 June 2018 at 
the Soshanguve South Campus Student Centre.

The Minister of Science and Technology Hon 
Nkhensani Kubayi-Ngubane and volunteers from 
the International Youth Fellowship (IYF) from Chi-
na, United Kingdom and South Korea were guest 
speakers. The IYF is a Christian-based global youth 
dedicated to spiritual, intellectual and emotional 
growth of young people around the World. 

The aim of the event was to engage students on 
issues that they come across as youth which poten-
tially hinder their success in life. SGLD practitioner 
Sello Ramokgopa gave a brief history of The Soweto 
up Rising on 16 June 1976 and how it came about, 
he went further and spoke about the way in which 
students tend to vandalise the institution’s infra-
structure during strikes which was also a point of 
in-depth discussions during the dialogue.

The Minister’s speech then kicked-off the dialogue 
where amongst many issues students spoke about 
academic segregation in the instance of infrastruc-
ture in Soshanguve as compared to the Pretoria and 
other Campus, programmes that are not helpful in 
terms of meeting the needs of South African com-
munities and under qualified lecturers.

During the dialogue students also raised the issue 
of unemployment where the minister responded by 
saying government provides internships and schol-
arships that are aimed at assisting students and 
graduates to access the job market and entrepre-
neurship opportunities. 

Hon Nkhensani closed off by saying students 
should stop being on social media for fun but ac-
tually look for sites where there are opportunities 
that might be helpful for them, she also urged TUT 
students to redefine themselves as the outlook of 
the university depended on their actions.   

CITY OF TSHWANE LAUNCHES
Tswelopele Clean-up Campaign

 Minister of Science and Technology Hon 
Nkhensani KubayiNgubane
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Soshanguve SGLD hosts 
Leadership workshop for SRC
Lindokuhle Mabena

On 24 May 2018 the Tshwane 
University of Technology’s (TUT) 
Student Governance and Leadership 

Development (SGLD) Directorate hosted a 
workshop to empower SRC representatives 
with knowledge and skills on the constitution 
and operation of a student parliament at the, 
Soshanguve South Campus. 

Sello Ramakgopa, SGLD practitioner 
Soshanguve and organiser said that they were 
trying to make an intervention with regard 

to the functioning of the student 

parliament. Quoting from chapter 6 of the SRC 
constitution which speaks about elections, rules 
and procedures Sello said, “We have realised 
that the student’s parliament does not function 
as expected by the SRC’s constitution which is 
why we saw the need for this seminar”. 

Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) 
representatives were also present at the 
event Kulani Rekhotso the Electoral Project 
Coordinator at Soshanguve said that IEC’s 
mandate is to ensure that it gives people voter 
education in communities to ensure that it 
creates a voting pool of people that are well 

informed in terms of voting.

The Speaker of the Gauteng 
Provincial Legislature Honourable 
Ntombi Mekgwe who was the 
main speaker at the workshop 
emphasised more on women in 
leadership. Ntombi shared past 
difficulties she encountered as a 
young woman in a male dominated 
industry saying that women should be 
confident in themselves to last in any 
industry. 

During her lecture on the parliament 
operations Ntombi said during the 
briefing before the event started she 
realised that the student parliament 
at TUT does not have dedicated 
personnel looking after the operation 
and went on to offer her assistance in 
appointing the relevant people”.   

Pretoria SGLD 
host leadership 
programme for 
CSRC
Jeanette Tshakane

T he Tshwane University of Technology’s 
(TUT) Student representative council (SRC) 
members at the Pretoria Campus attended 

a leadership programme held by the directorate of 
Student Governance and Leadership Development 
(SGLD) at TUT’s Kosmos Guest house in Pretoria. 

The aim of the event was to remind the SRC of 
the power and responsibility that they have as 
the representatives of fellow students who have 
elected them to represent their interests and social 
well-being in various university committees. Sipho 
Sekese, President of the CSRC in Pretoria said” the 
event taught us to work as a unit with a proper plan 
of action and as members of the SRC we must be 
dedicated and must know that we do everything for 
the students and taking part in such programmes 
enables us to learn and bring positive change and 
feedback to our students in the institution.” 

During the programme, which was led by Tshepang 
Manyesa from SGLD, members participated in 
activities both individually and as a unit, they were 
questioned about their different characters, roles 
and personalities and how the differences in these 
contribute towards moving the SRC forward and 
functioning accordingly.

In this way, SRC members got to understand their 
roles within the council, acknowledge and recognise 
that almost 60 000 students look up to them and 
the SRC must represent and serve them accordingly. 
When SRC members get into office, they really 
don't know much about procedures and protocol 
and the various responsibilities they are to fulfil 
in their terms, we provide this training for them 
to be greater leaders said Carol Vilakazi, Student 
Governance officer Pretoria.

The SRC is elected annually by the students and 
consists of 17 members who either represent 
student political organisations or are independent. 
The duties, functions, privileges and term of office 
are set out in the SRC Constitution and election by-
laws approved by Council as institutional rules.

The SRC is a very important stakeholder in the 
Institution, as there is no decision that can be 
taken without the student voice. The notion of co-
operative governance is embraced by the institution 
through these processes.  
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Student caught with a 
stolen vehicle 
Lindokuhle Mabena

A Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) 
student was caught at the Pretoria 
Campus driving a stolen black Ford 

Ranger double cab vehicle that was reported 
missing in Mabopane, in the North of Pretoria. 
According to the tracking company spokesperson 
the vehicle was followed by the Provincial Head 
Office and the Tracker Operational Services 
team into the institution where the suspect was 
stopped and arrested.

Tshwane Metro Police officers and K9 unit police 
were also part of the chase, due to protocol full 
details of the suspect were not issued, however 
he was detained in the Pretoria West Police 
Station to appear in court on Friday 18 May 
2018. More information on the case could not be 
disclosed by the police prior to the investigations 
team concluding its report.  

ARLC ACADEMIC AWARDS 
2018Tumi Mary Mphaho

O n 24 May 2018 The Directorate of 
Accommodation, Residence Life and 
Catering (ARLC) held their academic 

awards to honour students who excelled 
academically in their respective residences at the 
Soshanguve South Campus Student Centre. 

Among the 10 residences of Soshanguve each 
residence had its own winner and from those 
winners would emerge the overall first position. 
Ripfumelo Faith Chabangu of CCT residence won 
the highest honour of the day, said she anticipated 
that she would win the award “I really put my all 
in my studies last year and I knew I had to be one 
of the top students so topping them all did not 
come as a surprise”, said Chabangu. The third year 

International Communication student said she 
wished all her fellow students the best of success 
and encouraged them to study hard, do their 
best in their exams so they could pass with flying 
colours.

This ceremony was widely attended by mentors, 
SRC, ARC, residences managers and students of 
Soshanguve Campus, Student Support Services 
(SSS) member Mothoboki Stella, said the event 
was meant to influence and empower hard-
working students to do more. The ARC wished to 
see this event as an annual event and hoped that 
the next committee would adopt and develop this 
initiative.   

Faculty of 
Management 
Science hosts 
Academic 
Empowerment 
Workshop
Lindokuhle Mabena

The Academic Excellence Office of the 
Management Sciences in collaboration 
with Institutional Student Representative 

Council’s (ISRC) Education and Transformation 
Office (ETO) and Student Faculty Council 
(SFC) office created a workshop to encourage 
students to focus and do well in their studies 
and to motivate those students who were 
re-admitted back from academic exclusions in 
2018.

Students arrive to universities with positive 
energy towards their first year education and 
many fail to prolong their positive energy 
and along the way drop out due to social and 
academic challenges that they encounter in 
varsity such as a shortage of residences, funds 
and lecturers. The Faculty of Management 
Science in collaboration with the ISRC’s ETO 
and SFC Chairperson Wandile Mazamisa 
invited motivational speakers from different 
directorates to make sure that students know 
the relevant doors to knock at whenever they 
encounter difficulties.

The Executive Dean in the Faculty of 
Management Sciences, Dr Edgar Nesamvuni 
encouraged students to use their leaders to 
access academic assistance, “we organised 
this event to create a platform where students 
have access to their leaders to organise 
academically related programmes to help 
them succeed” said Dr Edgar.

Due to late applications and shortage of 
space for admission, students often find 
themselves enrolling in any course that comes 
first resulting in poor academic performance 
and a large number of drop outs. The newly 
appointed Academic Excellence Officer in the 
Faculty of Management Science Violet Kgatla 
said students must identify the relevant career 
choices before enrolling for any course.

Violet offered students the opportunity to 
come forward if they needed career coaches 
and mentorship, she added that student’s 
academic performances will be tracked to 
ensure that everybody excels. “We track 
student performance to ensure they pass 
because if they fail, not only it brings bad 
reputation on them but also the institution 
itself, so we make sure that we intervene 
whenever such things occur.” 
A motivational presentation was therefore 
done by Ms. Fundisiwe Mahlangu ISRC’s 
ETO where she spoke of her Journey in the 
university. Students were highly motivated 
her experiences and insight leaving students 
with a wise quote from Barack Obama which 
says “Change will never come if we wait for 
someone else or some other time, we are 
the ones we have been waiting for, we are 
the change we seek and as students we must 
never allow distractions to distract us for the 
golden goal.    
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 “The issue of late coming 
due to the bus system and 
schedule affects us in many 
cases because we end up not 
attending some of the classes or 
being chased out, if the university 
could implement online classes it 
could go a long way in helping us.”M
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“When I arrived at TUT I 
had language problems, 
I could not understand 
English as I have an 
Afrikaans background and 
this caused me some problems, the 
SDS with intensified programmes 
to deal with this issue of language 
and cultural barriers could assist 
students greatly.” 
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“Concentration is one 
of the challenges that I 
face as an individual and I 
think if lecturers could teach 
us at a level that we can be taught 
and understand at, things would 
be much easier for us in terms of 
comprehension and concentration.”H
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“The problem that I 
encounter is that the 
number of classes we 
attend is too much, we 
have a lot of contact with 
our lecturers and if we could 
increase the number of tutors in all 
departments’ students would receive 
the necessary help they need, its 
better when you listen to someone of 
your age than a lecturer”.
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“The problem that I see 
is accommodation and 
infrastructure the university 
needs to increase funding for the 
development of infrastructure across 
all campuses.”
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“Sometimes you find that 
there are students who 
have dyslexia, a condition 
that not everybody is 
aware of, I think if the support 
structures that the university has 
could be more visible during the 
year as much as they are during 
orientation students would not shy 
away and struggle academically”.
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“In our campus (Ga-
Rankuwa) the university 
needs to build more 
classrooms and lecture halls 
so that we are able to do more 
tutorial classes so an increase in 
infrastructure development can 
help”.R
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Real struggles of 
being a modern day 
student, and how 
universities can 
assist in solving 
them.

Lindokuhle Mabena 
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South Africa celebrates the centenary of 
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
Lindokuhle Mabena

On 18 July 2018, South Africa and the rest of the world celebrates the centenary of former 
President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, born 1918 in Qunu, uMthatha in the Eastern Cape. The 
centenary celebration is to commemorate his legacy and contribution towards making South 
Africa a free democratic country on his birthday formally known as International Nelson Mandela 
day.

International Nelson Mandela Day is an 
internationally celebrated day which was 
officially declared by the United Nations in 

November 2009 and celebrated for the first time 
on 18 July 2010. The UN general assembly made 
this declaration in an effort to recognise Nelson 
Mandela’s values and dedication to the service 
of humanity, in the fields of conflict resolution, 
race relations, promotion and protection of 
human rights, reconciliation, gender equality 
and the rights of children and other vulnerable 
groups, as well as the fight against poverty 
and the promotion of social justice. The day 
acknowledges Mandela’s contribution to the 
struggle for democracy internationally and the 
promotion of a culture of peace throughout the 
world.

For 67 years of his life Nelson Mandela 
devoted his life to the service of humanity and 
as such, International Nelson Mandela day is 
characterized by its call for people across the 
world to dedicating 67minuets of their time to 
making a difference in their communities as 
everyone has the ability and the responsibility 
to change the world for the better, and Mandela 
Day is an occasion for everyone to take action 
and inspire change in the memory of the late 
former President. The number 67 is of course 
symbolic of the number of years Madiba spent 
fighting for freedom.

Chief Executive of the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation Sello Hatang said “As an organisation 
with a clear mandate to promote the legacy 

of Nelson Mandela, the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation carries a special responsibility as 
we enter the year marking the centenary of 
Madiba’s birth. It cannot be a time of focusing 
only on his life as 2018 is full of other significant 
anniversaries, from the 25th anniversary of 
both Chris Hani’s assassination and the 1993 
negotiated settlement, to the centenary of Ma 
Sisulu’s birth.”

The year 2018 should not be the year of simply 
celebrating Madiba rather to go about continuing 
his work and completing all the unfinished 
business in South Africa.   

“What counts in life
 is not the mere 

fact that we have lived. It is w
hat 

difference we have made to the lives of others 

that will determine the significance o
f the life 

we lead.”  #MandelaLegacy 
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Remembering the 
JUNE 16 GENERATION 
Jeanette Tshakane

16 June 2018 marks the 42nd anniversary of the Soweto uprisings, it 
all began in Soweto and spread countrywide profoundly changed the 
socio-political landscape in South Africa. Events that triggered the 

uprising can be traced back to policies of the Apartheid government that 
resulted in the introduction of the Bantu Education Act in 1953, where a 
number of students, whose spark ignited the dusty streets of Soweto and 
set in motion a chain of events that would play a key roles in the birth of a 
new democratic South Africa.

Many Young South Africans were injured & lost their lives at the hands 
of the South African police force. Students protest erupted in response to 
being instructed in Afrikaans and not their mother tongue. 

Violence spread throughout the country 
and for many, this was a turning point 
in the struggle against apartheid. 
Education was at the forefront of this 
struggle. Without any doubt, this day 
was a turning point in the struggle for 
democracy and black freedom. 

On June 16 1976 South African politics took a twist for the better the 
day marked a decisive intensification of the struggle against apartheid.  
40 years plus years later, students’ protests erupted at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. Demonstrations also erupted at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Demonstrations also began at the University of Cape 
Town, which suspended classes, and hundreds of students at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal marched in Pietermarizburg city, that fatal day began 
with peaceful protest, but soon escalated into bloodshed, and police fire 
with live ammunition.

As we commemorate this day, we must use this opportunity to remind 
ourselves of how that day came about, it is an opportunity for the youths 
to rededicate themselves to the ideas of the class of ’76, a day to use time 
to contemplate how democratic South Africa has won. The students and 
teachers of ’76 sacrificed much to draw the attention of the world to the 
exclusion, discrimination and inequality promoted by apartheid doctrine.   
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Jeanette Tshakane

W
e are already in the 6th month of the 
year 2018 and we have already lost 
struggle icons and giants that we 

have always looked up to. Most of them have 
paved a way to our democratic country without 
transferring their skills to us the youth of this 
country.

South Africa recently woke up to the sad 
news on the passing of ‘mother of the nation’ 
and struggle leader Mama Winnie Madikizela 
Mandela, the passing of Zola Skweyiya, whom 
also was politician and devoted his life to the 
ANC. On the 6th of April we lost Ambassador 
Sipho George Nene. All these and other political 
struggle legends we have lost in the past, are 
the ones who contributed positively to our 
democratic South Africa we are seeing today.

Bua Newspaper took to TUT’s campuses to 
hear from Students as they are the  youth of this 
country what does it mean for them in losing 
icons and what are some of the teachings and 
theories they will implement in moving this 
country forward that they have  learned from 
the Struggle icons. Paballo Letwaba, first year 
Mechatronics Student emphasised on being 
a better country moving forward, “following 

Mama Winnies theories it is very important for 
us young citizens of South Africa, one thing we 
share that she has left for us is her ideologies 
and theories in which we should implement and 
follow them. They will work, the same way it 
worked in the past” he concluded. Our heroes 
are symbols for us of all the qualities we would 
like to possess and all the ambitions we would 
like to satisfy. A person who chooses Steve 
Biko or any other fallen giant is going to have a 
very different sense of what human excellence 
involves than someone who chooses, a public 
entertainer. And because the ideals to which 
we aspire do so much to determine the ways in 
which we behave, we all have a vested interest in 
each person having heroes, and in the choice of 
heroes each of us makes.

“As a young adult, those struggle icons have 
taught me to be truthful and stand firm to what 
I believe in and that they took a chance with 
their lives to better our situation in South Africa” 
-Amanda Raswiswi, Human resource first year 
Student. South Africans should strive to make 
our country better by protecting the freedom 
that so many who came before us fought for and 
died for.

BUA newspaper would like to wish and express out most sincere condolences to 
the families and loved ones of our struggle heroes. We share in your mourning, 
and hope you find comfort in the tributes pouring in from the nation and the 
world.

We salute all the fallen  

HEROES AND HEROINES in 2018

 Mama Winnie Madikizela Mandela
 Photo credit: Haroon-Rajaee

 George Nene
 Photo credit: ANA/Twitter 

 Zola Skweyiya
 Photo credit: Financial Mail 
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Hlonipha Masinga

T he kingdom of Swaziland is one of 
the world's last remaining absolute 
monarchies in the world. Swaziland is a 

small, landlocked monarchy in Southern Africa, 
borders on South Africa and Mozambique and 
the administrative capital being Mbabane while 
the legislative capital is Lebombo. This country 
mostly has mountainous terrain The Swazi nation 
is named for King Mswati II, who became King in 
1839. The royal lineage can be traced to a chief 
named Dlamini.

Here is a brief history of one of South Africa’s 
neighbours. According to South African History 
online The Swazi nation as it is known today 
originate from Mozambique. Their Nguni 
ancestors probably moved there before the 
sixteenth century as part of the Bantu migration. 
The Swazi fled from their original home in 
Pongola River valley in KwaZulu Natal ruled 
by Sobhuza I of the Dlamini. Swaziland was 
colonised by the British following the Second 
Anglo Boer War.

The primary national symbol is the monarchy. 
King Sobhuza II oversaw the transition from 
colony to independent country. The symbolic 
relationship between the King and his people 
is evident at the incwala, the most sacred 
ceremony, which cannot take place without a 
king. This ritual symbolizes the acceptance of 
traditional rulers, the unity of the state, the 

agricultural cycle, fertility, and potency. 

The government is a monarchy, with the 
Ngwenyama functioning as the head of state. The 
prime minister is appointed by the king. Political 
parties are illegal. The current ruling King is King 
Mswati III who is King Sobhuza II’s youngest son. 
He was crowned King in 1986 at the tender age 
of 18, the youngest monarch in the world. Early 
this year Swaziland came into the spotlight when 
the king, King Mswati III announced that the 
country would be called eSwatini, a move others 
said was made without consultation and needed 
a constitutional change. The kingdom has 
the world’s highest prevalence of HIV and 
AIDS, with 40% of the population suffering 
from the disease. The King has gained the 
attention of the international press for all 
the wrong reasons.

There is a sharp social division between 
the rural and urban residents. Clans are 
ranked by their relationship to the king 
and heads of state. The Nkosi Dlamini clan 
being the royal clan is the highest. Marriage 
between members of the same clan is 
forbidden

The currency used in this glorious country 
is the lilangeni. The official languages spoken 
are siSwati a Southern Bantu language, 
spoken by approximately 95% of the nation 

as well as English. The predominant religion is 
Christianity but some people still do consult 
traditional healers called tinyanga. Maize and 
millet are the main staples of their diet. Dairy 
products, especially soured milk were reserved 
for children. The major agricultural; products are 
sugarcane, cotton, maize, tobacco, rice, citrus 
fruits, pineapples, sorghum and peanuts. The 
major export commodity is cotton yarn and wood 
pulp.   

Kingdom of Swaziland
- Eswatini

 Photo credit:  Laurel Robbins 

 Photo credit:  www.technoserve.org

 Photo credit:  Justin Ames Photo credit:  www.allafrica.com
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Introduce yourself
Mvuselelo Lubisi

My name is Mvuselelo Lubisi from Boschfontein, in Mpumalanga under Nkomazi region. I 
am the last born out of three children. I am a third year student studying a National Diploma 
in journalism at TUT Soshanguve North Campus. I am a person who loves hanging out with 
friends and people who take the time to understand me.

What is your embarrassing 
moment?

My most embarrassing moment was when I went 
to a party uninvited. The moment I arrived, I found 
out that all the chairs were written the names of the 
people invited. Painfully my name was not there and 
I had to find a way to sneak out but it was already late 
and people had realised that am not invited. They 
were staring at me some laughing. Since that day, I 
have never attended any party uninvited.

My dreams and goals
My goal is to finish my Diploma in a record time and 
continue towards my B-tech. I want to own a media 
company and also inspire people from my community. 
I want to develop my community through empowering 
the disadvantaged. I just want to see people 
succeeding in life through my help. 

Your experience working 
on Bua?

Working for Bua has been interesting. I met 
inspiring people through Bua. I have learnt to 
work in groups and individual. The publication 
is growing day by day and to tell the truth I 
am happy to be part of the biggest student 
publication in South African.  My experience 
has been great and I am looking forward to 
learn more from my colleagues.

The last book I read?
The last book I read was “The gifted hand”. The 
book is about the life of Bern Carsen. Young 
Carsen didn’t have much of a chance when 
growing up in a broken home amongst poverty 
and prejudice. His grades suffered and temper 
flared. Yet his mother never lost her faith in 
him. Despite his challenges, Carsen managed to 
complete his studies and became the best brain 
doctor the world has ever had. 

Why should people read 
Bua?

Bua serves as platform for students to raise 
their concern. It is there to provide students 
with the daily activities of TUT as a whole. It is 
the voice of the voiceless.

What inspires me?
I am inspired by my mother. She is the only 

person who has been there in good and bad times. She 
does not have much but always provides. 

What keeps you motivated?
In life everything happens for a reason. Those words 
keeps me going. I am not kept I do the keeping. 
People’s opinions don’t shake me either. I do not 
believe in following footsteps but I paved my own. 
Success is a vehicle that moves with two wheels 
named hard work but the journey is impossible 
without the fuel named self-confidant. Most important 
I believe in my own Ideas. I do not need people to tell 
me how to live my life.

Social Media account?
I am only available on Facebook as Mvuselelo Walter 
Lubisi.
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Jeanette Tshakane

DaSoul Prince, born Thulani Prince Mlangeni 
from Daveyton, East Rand (Ekhuhuleni) is 
an emerging South African contemporary 

house music producer  currently studying fine 
Arts at TUT’s Arts Campus in Arcadia. He began 
releasing his music in 2005 and has matured since 
2006 as both as a music collector and producer.

Mlangeni was part of a Hip Hop and Kwai-
to group that never came to be a success. 
Because he has always had a big passion for 
music, he was introduced to a software called 
FL studio music production by a high school 
classmate. He taught himself to use it, using 
only the keyboard. In 2005 he released his first 
music, which, with no doubt has given him 
good exposure in the music industry. His num-
ber one goal is to combine the world’s most 
effective mediums of music and Art to attract 
more people to follow and participate in the art 
movement around the world.

Breaking into the music industry was never as 
easy as he had imagined it, understating the 
business side of it and how it works, was totally 
different from what he had thought years back. 
“The music industry is very hard and getting 
my music out there to reach the right ears is 
not easy especially as an upcoming contempo-
rary artist”He says.

Mlangeni has big plans for himself and is 
working towards achieving them. He can't 
wait to see his brand that started out from a 
place of broken dreams and nothing, growing 
and turning out to be a success and creating 
employment for the youth. He also wants to 
venture into education so that he can be able 

to spread his gift and knowledge with the next 
generation.

Da soul has a message for all those who are 
trying to breakthrough the industry,he advises 
them to be strong believers in themselves and 
crafts and more especially,  avoid signing con-
tracts out of being impatient and desperate, 
“because you might end up signing your whole 
life away “ he concluded.

You can catch his new released music on you-
tube: DaSoul prince-wanna be (Aesthetic Kata 
Music)

For bookings Email: Thulanimlangeni23@
gmail.com    

- A rising star

Mvuselelo Lubisi

Former Tshwane University of Technology 
students established their first ever business 
after completing national diploma in 2016 and 

2017 respectively.  The business was established 
under the version of creating employment and 
elevating poverty among black community.

Mahlogonolo Vincent Phaladi, Isiah Mpholudi 
Mogale and Rebotile Nehimia Mogano are the 
co-founders of AVOG business supplying still wa-
ter to Limpopo baseball union, LK sports and rec-
reation to name a few. The devoted graduates are 
told Bua that the business was established during 
their final year at TUT after realising the difficulties 
of getting a job in the country.

AVOG is currently running without sponsors, 
which according to Phaladi is a problem on its own 
“At the moment we do not have any sponsors but 
we hope anyone can assist us, for our business to 
grow and reach its objectives. We are also look-

ing for investors and business mentors. We have 
Polokwane city football player Rendani Ndou and 
Chella the artist as our brand ambassadors” Phala-
di reiterated.

The dedicated young and energetic founder’s 
aims to grow their business through the whole of 
South Africa not only supplying people from Lim-
popo province. “Our goal is to become the best 
investment company for our shareholders, and 
also come with other new products for growth. As 
time goes on we want to have our own purification 
plant that will operate on full scale” said Mogale.

AVOG still water is tested at University of Lim-
popo lab and Aquatico lab in Pretoria for safe 
concern for human consumption.    

TUT graduates thriving in 
the bottled water business
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Opportunities for young 
upcoming entrepreneurs 
at the entrepreneurial 
seminar
Tumi Mary Mphaho

The entrepreneurial seminar took place at Aula hall, at Ga-
Rankuwa TUT campus. The aim of the seminar was to empower 
TUT students. It was a Question and Answer (Q&A) session 

that allowed students who are young entrepreneurs to ask relatable 
questions to the invited speakers. The Q&A session was a platform to 
get in-depth information about entrepreneurship.

The lineup for speakers were Emmanuel Sir Bonoko, who was 
the keynote speaker, Thabo Ledimo, Thapelo Matlou and McGyver 
Matatiela. These are entrepreneurs who are doing exceedingly well 
in the industry and some speakers are TUT registered students. 

Emmanuel Sir Bonoko, was the keynote speaker. Bonoko is the 
founder of E-Bonoko holdings and Bonoko foundation. He's recently 
been named 30 under 30 future entrepreneur by Forbes. Bonoko 
who is a motivational speaker said to students that they need 
people to make it in life. “No one will get there alone, you need 
people”, he said. He told the young upcoming entrepreneurs that 
they need to be teachable, self-approved, humble, have humanity 
and protect their vision as young upcoming entrepreneurs. Bonoko 
told young entrepreneurs never to be scared to ask for help, make 
contacts to network, do collaborations and use media to their 
advantage.

Entrepreneurship is a vast industry and therefore entrepreneurs 
must collaborate to help each other and build the nation as 
well. Succeeding to work together will decrease the crisis of the 
university because entrepreneurs will create jobs for fellow students 
and struggles encountered will cease. 

Thabo Ledimo whom is the founder of glow generation. When he 
was asked who was his best influencer when he was young, Thabo it 
was his grandfather.

Thapelo Matlou spoke about the impact media has on businesses. 
He told the crowd that the digital marketing is very efficient.  
“Digital marketing is very important especially in this era we are 
living in”, said Thapelo.

McGyver Matatiela who is the founder of Bang the drum told 
Bua that he is company is an event company. McGyver who is the 

student bang manager for Red bull said, they 
worked on few events in TUT and work on 

all the red bull events and campaigns. 
McGyver will be launching a campaign 
called “Proudly B-tech” at Ga-Rankuwa 
campus next month.

The response was positive, the 
outcome was amazing said the 

organiser, Oratile Mpumelelo 
Mmadira. The treasure from the 
religion committee, Oratile said 
it was their first event and they 
are hoping for another one 
next semester with different 
speakers.   

TUT hosts annual 
comedy show
Mvuselelo Lubisi

The Tshwane University of 
Technology’s (TUT) Arcadia and 
Arts campus hosted second 

annual comedy show respectively on 
23 May 2018. The event was organised 
to relief stress from students as they 
are about to write their midyear exam.

Students from the Pretoria based 
campus came in numbers to witness 
their favourite comedians performing 
live on stage. The event was organ-
ised and hosted by radio personality 
Tshekedi Monyemore from Motswed-
ing F.M.

Comedians such 
as Chick Elloy 
who was part of 
South Africans 
got talent, Lesego 
from Kimberly 
and Ntate Modiri 
from Crazy 
entertainers 
were there 
to entertain 
students.

Tshekedi Monyemore said the 
purpose of hosting the event was to 
unearth new comedians. “The aim of 
the event is to find new comedians at 
the University. We want to change the 
image of TUT as it is known with all 
the bad things you can imagine.

We invited comedians from lo-
cal places who are making a living 
through this, with that we aim to en-
courage students who are interested 
in comedy to take it serious and make 
a living out of it”, said Monyemore.

The university hosted the comedy 
show for the second time as it was 
hosted last year. “This is our second 
comedy show. We had it last year, but 
this year the outcome is different. 
Students responded positively com-
pared to last year. We have more co-
medians participating”, Monyemore 
added.

Thato Mokoena, a student from 
Arcadia campus said he was enter-
tained and happy to be part of it. 
“The comedy show was great and 
I was entertained. It plays a huge 
role to us as students particularly 
that we about to write our exam. 
It helps us to refresh our mind”, 
said Mokoena.   

 Emmanuel Sir Bonoko

13 pa
ge BUA



Choirs come together for choral exchange 
performances
Jeanette Tshakane

The Breytenbach theatre in Pretoria Sunny-
side, held a choral exchange for the night of 
music on the 23 of May 2018, with TUT Choir, 

Wits choir and Nebraska USA based Doane Choir.

The first performance was from the TUT choir, 
followed by the WITS choir and then Doane choir. 
All the choirs performed a great piece of music and 
had the crowd standing on their feet.

All the choristers seemed to be enjoying their 
performances and this filled the theatre with clear 
sound in musicality. Eventually, all the choirs sang 
together to form a spirit of unity and good sounds 
came from them.

 This whole experience is an opportunity for them 
to grow as musicians, further their cultural learning 
experience, engage amongst themselves and grow 

passion for music from each other. Every four years 
the Doane music department takes an international 
tour which allows students the chance to travel and 
sing stunning choral repertoire that they have been 
working hard on all year to prepare. This year they 
just happen to be travelling in South Africa during 
the summer of 2018, they will be in Cape Town, 
Knysna and Johannesburg.   

Department of Extra Curricular Development (DED) hosted a choir fundraising event aimed 
at raising funds for the Tshwane University of Technology Pretoria based choirs that will be 
participating at South African Tertiary Institution Choral Association (SATICA).

The event was aimed at raising R300 000 which would help in covering all the choirs expenses that 
of which they got R160 000 from external sponsors, and all the TUT’s HOD’s and Directors that were 
present donated R17 000. Amongst the other directorates who made donations are the Director of 
Health and Wellness, Director of Logistics, TUT Advancement office, Director of Revenue and The 
Faculty of Science leaving them at R277 000 which according to Michael they are satisfied about. 

According to the Student Life and Governance Practitioner Michael Lekoloane 100 guests were 
expected from various departments and other TUT campuses but only 60 showed up. Though only 
Soshanguve and Ga-Rankuwa will be participating at the SATICA, All Pretoria based choirs were present 
to perform together with and also the comedian Tshekedi Monyemane who left the crowd amused.

Michael said  “The event went well and we are quite happy with the results and we are hoping for more 
of such events to happen again next year, it was a very good opportunity for all TUT choir members to 
interact with staff members for assistance and also sharing ideas. 

The Deputy Director of DED Mr S Maloka encouraged the choirs to come back with first price again 
instead of silver saying that they are the golden trophies of the University.   

DED hosts Intercampus choir fundraising
for SATICA Lindokuhle Mabena

Choirs come together for choral exchange 
performances
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Invites you to the book launch of
 

DISCUSSANT: Prof Saths Cooper
DATE: 16 August 2018
TIME: 17:00 - 19:00
VENUE: Prestige Auditorium, 
 Pretoria Campus
RSVP: by 31 July 2018 to 
 Ntamosl@tut.ac.za 
 or Sinthumulem@tut.ac.za

SIGNED COPIES WILL BE ON SALE AT THE VENUE

 “THE LAND IS OURS”
   by Tembeka Ngcukaitobi

STUDENT AFFAIRS AND EXTRACURRICULAR DEVELOPMENT

festival
Soshanguve Campus 

Tumi Mphaho 
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at TUT FNB stadium
Tumi Mphaho 

I n celebration of Africa Day, the department of 
Art and Culture hosted a wellness sports day 
initiative TUT FNB stadium. This initiative was 

meant to encourage their employees to live a 
healthy lifestyle

The ongoing initiative included the Sundown’s 
and Orlando Pirates veterans. This is their third 
annual event aimed at promoting a healthy 
lifestyle to its employees.  The legends from 
Sundowns and Orlando Pirates were there to 
support the initiative.

The deputy director General, Mathilda Mokgosi 
said the initiative is to promote active healthy 
lifestyle to their employees, because as they 
grow older, they tend to have health problems. 
Matildah said what they hoped to achieve is 

to give their employees an opportunity and a 
platform to be active. “We really try to show our 
employees that they can live an active lifestyle “, 
said Matildah.  She told Bua that they are using 
legends from pirates and Sundowns to show their 
employees that it is possible to live a healthy 
lifestyle irrespective of their age.

Health problems are a nation crisis; therefore 
it is very important for citizens to take care of 
their bodies. Fortunately TUT do support sport 
activities and do have facilities where staff and 
students exercise.

Edward Matale, the former Orlando Pirates and 
Bafana Bafana player said they have come as 
legends to support the initiative of DAC on their 
wellness day. We have come here to rub shoul-

ders with our former supporters as well, said Ed-
ward. “our contribution to this initiative is physi-
cal, for the people to see that we are still keeping 
fit and it is possible, with or without your job”, 
said Edward.  He added that even the president 
of the country walks rather jogs each morning to 
keep fit.  Edward said he hopes this initiative to 
carry on, because what the department is doing 
for its workers is very crucial.

Jan Malombo Lechaba said, they came to sup-
port the initiative, and because they have a very 
good relationship with TUT. Jan said, they are not 
coming to TUT for the first time, it is their second 
home.   

Wellness Day

BUA Campus News @Bua−news BUA TV @Bua−news

A minimum of 11 600 copies of the newspaper are 
freely distributed to nearly 60 000 TUT students 
across Gauteng, Mpumalanga, and Limpopo provinces 

each month.

TUT affiliated brands (Bookstores and other 
businesses operating in and around TUT campuses) 

receive 20 percent off advertising costs. 

TO RESERVE AD SPACE CONTACT:
Athenkosi Lolwana 

LolwanaA@tut.ac.za or 
012 382 4266

ADVERTISE WITH THE TUT 
STUDENTS' ULTIMATE READ
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