We present to you our movers and shakers, dreamers and doers from different decades,
from all walks of life and from various disciplines. This brochure highlights some of the
Tshwane University of Technology’s outstanding alumni and influential students. These
individuals believe that anything is possible and often prove it. Get to know TUT’s
optimists who have had a noticeable impact in South Africa and the world at large.
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Robert
MCBRIDE

Determination and hard work will
always place you TOP of the class.
Former Independent Police investigative Directorate Head
and TUT alumnus at the Department of Safety and Security
Management in the Faculty of Humanities. McBride boasts a
string of academic qualifications, including a Bachelor of Arts
(international politics), B-Tech degree in Policing obtained from
TUT, B Tech Honours and a diploma in foreign relations. During
his graduation at TUT, he was also honoured as best performer
during the course. McBride has extensive policing experience,
which was gained while serving as a Chief of Ekurhuleni
Metropolitan Police Department. He also has policing experience
gained while serving as a Chief of Ekurhuleni Metropolitan
Police Department.
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Palesa
MANALENG

Paralysis does not define me.

Four years ago, Palesa thought any chance of a career in sport
was over when she was involved in a cycling accident that
left her paralysed from the waist down. Today, the Journalism
alumna is a South African hand cycling champion in the H3category and plans a future that includes representing her
country at a range of international para competitions.
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Tsakane
KHAMBANE

I aspire to help increase the
deficient number of African
women philosophers.
The Journalism alumna is a dedicated public servant, working as
a Media Liaison and Communications Researcher in the highest
office of the land, The Presidency of the Republic of South
Africa. Her academic record and other work, speak volumes
about her professional and personal diligence. She is a finalyear student in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, an aspiring
author and an upcoming documentary producer. She describes
herself as an African history enthusiast.
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Tribute ‘Birdie’
MBOWENI

Talent alone won’t make you a
success, you need to work hard.
A singer and songwriter, songbird Tribute ‘Birdie’ Mboweni
is proving to be a strong force to reckon with through her
strong and soulful voice, and displaying remarkable signs of
commendable music business acumen as a young independent
artist. She is also employed as a Nature Conservation Lecture
at the Faculty of Sciences. She has travelled all over the world
serenading jazz fanatics. Locally she has showcased at some
hottest jazz stages such as the Victory Theatre, the State
Theatre, Silverstar Casino, Niki’s Oasis in Newtown, Winnie’s
Jazz Club in Sandton to name a few.
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Dr Keabetswe
MODIMOENG

Leadership is about vision
and responsibility, not
power. Remember that.
Dr Keabetswe Modimoeng, alumni of the Faculty of Humanities
is a corporate governance specialist with global Public Affairs
experience. He is currently the acting executive chairperson
of the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa
(ICASA), the youngest chapter 9 institution leader. He also
serves as a member of Senate at TUT. Earlier in his career, he
held senior corporate communication roles at Business Unity
South Africa (BUSA) and Anglo American (Kumba Iron Ore). Dr
Modimoeng is a Harvard University (Kennedy School) Senior
Executive Fellow, and holds a Doctor of Philosophy degree in
Management Sciences specializing in Business Administration
from Durban University of Technology.
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Josias
MOLEELE

Artists should be able to create
and sell their work instead
of waiting to be called for
opportunities.
Alumnus of TUT, Multiple award-winning writer, director and
actor. Josias has played multiple TV roles in shows, soapies
and drama including Isidingo, The Queen, Rhythm City, Strike
Back, Zero Tolerance, Binnelanders, 50/50 and Generations:
The Legacy. He has also written and directed numerous theatre
productions including the award-winning play Call Us Crazy,
which won three Vita Awards. His dance musical, Tapsula, also
won the Naledi Award.
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Viola
GREYLING

I’ve learned that anything
in life worth having comes
from patience and hard
work.
Viola Greyling, a B Tech: Fine and Applied Arts student
and recipient of the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) Art
Scholarship worth R50 000. As part of the scholarship, one of her
artworks was included in the bank’s remarkable art collection.
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Caster
SEMENYA

God made me the way I am, and I
accept myself as I am.
Mokgadi Caster Semenya, is a B Tech: Sport Management student
at TUT and also South Africa’s most revered athlete. Semenya
has been smashing world records after another, some of which
were set more than 20 years ago.
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Thabiso
BALE

The nursing profession is about
caring for people who are placing
their lives in our hands.
Thabiso Bale is the first Black male nurse to graduate at TUT.
He is the Nursing and Operations Manager at the Gynaecological
Hospital in Pretoria. He was born in Bethlehem and matriculated
in QwaQwa, Free State. Thabiso had first thought of becoming
a doctor and nursing was just a stepping-stone. However, when
he realised the intricacies of the nursing profession, he decided
to stick with it.
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Hector
MATHABE

My calling is to uplift people to
reach greater heights.
Enthusiastic and engaging, Hector Mathabe radiates a passion
that complements his bubbly character. One of the founders of
TUT FM 96.2 and a sought-after motivational speaker, he credits
all his success to the knowledge he acquired and his experiences
at the University. A village boy with the gift of the gab and a
desire for motivation, he decided early on that uplifting and
inspiring others would be his chief personal and professional
pursuits. He is the founder of The Motivation Company, formerly
known as Marang. Since its formation in 2000, the company
has focused on motivating, equipping and training people to
“discover and live their purpose”. It does this through uniquely
formulated, outcome-based and customised methodologies
that have proved helpful to individuals and companies alike.
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Mosete Joyce
PHASHA

I know no limitations to my
abilities
Mosete Joyce Phasha is a renowned Consumer Studies teacher,
community builder, motivator and businessperson. She has an
abiding sense of self-confidence and a belief in excellence
that has seen many of her learners at The Glen High School
transforming their lives to greater heights. Helping others
comes naturally. She was very active in community building
and civic engagement for the longest time. She founded the
Ga-Nkoane Community Development project, where kids were
taught dance, drama, music sports and many other activities.
She did this to keep them away from drugs and alcohol.
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John
MAMETSA

Winning isn’t getting ahead
of others. It’s getting ahead of
yourself.
John Mametsa is a former South African rugby union player,
the first black South African to have appeared in 100 Currie
Cup games. Starting as a junior with the Gauteng franchise the
Vodacom Blue Bulls in 2001, Mametsa has since appeared for
the Bulls in the Vodacom Cup, the Currie Cup, and the Super
14 series, usually on the wing. Making his Currie Cup debut in
2002, Mametsa was named Currie Cup Player of the Year in 2003.
During his 100th game against the Lions at Ellis Park Stadium on
21 June 2008, he scored three tries for the Bulls, and went on
to score the most tries by any Bulls player that year. Now, a
successful businessperson and motivational speaker, John’s star
continues to shine brighter and brighter.
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Zaza
MOTHA

I am here to make a difference in
the lives of African women.
Zaza Motha, alumnus of the Department of Journalism, is an
award-winning journalist, social entrepreneur and the founder
of POUT, a self-empowerment movement for young South African
women. POUT stands for Powerful, Outstanding, Unique and
Talented. It is an inspirational and aspirational media platform
for young women helping them to realise their full potential by
sharing inspiring stories, information and opportunities to reach
their dreams.
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Gentsu
SIBONGISENI

Life grants nothing to us mortals
without hard work.
Social entrepreneur, perfume producer and an aspiring media
industry mogul. If you thought that production of an elegant
fragrance was a preserve of the French, think again! Sbongiseni
Gentsu, a TUT Information Technology graduate is giving the
French a run for their money. He is also a producer and presenter
on MindSet TV. He was born and bred in Katlehong Township; he
also makes appearances Mzanzi Magic’s gospel shows.
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Karabo
MOHALE

Those who do not move, do not
notice their chains.
Karabo Mohale is an alumna of the Department of Marketing,
the first female President LSRC at TUT Pretoria Campus,
former member of the TUT Council and currently the Board
Chairperson of TICE, a subsidiary of TUT Enterprise Holding.
Karabo is a force to be reckoned with when it comes to issues
of women and youth. Her message of inspiration summarises
precisely where she is today and where she is heading. “There
should be a deliberate effort made to empower and recognise
the leadership qualities women possess. They should be active
participants in all spheres of society- they too are equal to the
task,” she says.
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Thokozani
MIYA

My winning formula is a
combination of passion and
dedication.
Victory has not been a walk in the park for Founder and CEO of
Neo Aviation. The TUT Computer Systems graduate is breaking
new ground and redefining business air travel at less than half
the cost. His private charter service provides instant air travel
at more than 150 airports. Thokozani has been featured in
numerous newspapers, television and radio shows, for all the
right reasons. He is hailed countrywide as the inventor of what
is popularly known the “Uber Air”, following his innovative
concept in air travel.
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Graeme
BRAMLEY

Reando
POTGIETER

Our business is built on the idea
that the norm isn’t convention
and trends can find new, deeper
meaning.
Reando Potgieter and Graeme Bramley, Industrial Design
graduates and founders of Wolkberg Casting Studio, have become
renowned innovative entrepreneurs, shifting preconceptions
surrounding concrete. Their idea of this successful multimillion
business started in the foothills of the Wolkberg mountain range
in Limpopo. They conceptualised a company that would create
unique and exclusive products. This idea was then refined in the
forests of Agatha, building wooden cabins by hand from what
they could find in their local surroundings. One of their latest
offerings is a range of tiles inspired by South African heritage
and forms in nature. Wolkberg continues to be a proudly African
brand that sets itself apart by embracing individuality and
focusing on the needs of tomorrow’s world – today.

Wolkberg Team - (L to R) Graeme Bramley, Ramielle de Jager and Reando Potgieter
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Scara
MAFOKOANE

Hard work never killed anyone.

With only 10 years producing news, Scara Mafokoane,
Journalism alumnus and Senior Field Producer at eNCA, is
celebrated throughout the news fraternity for his exceptional
skills in news production. Mafokoane is a strategic self-starter
with a natural ear and eye for news and appealing visuals.
He joined the then eNews channel in June 2010. His journey
began as a production assistant and he is now recognised as a
well-respected Senior Field Producer at eNCA. His role include
planning and coordination of live events, from the daily diary to
special projects, i.e. elections, conferences and commissions.
He narrows down highlights of his career to covering the 2010
Soccer World Cup, the Marikana Massacre and Nelson Mandela’s
state funeral.
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Mmatsuene Anna
SEGOOA

Keep your dreams alive.

Informatics lecturer and PhD candidate from the Faculty of
Information and Communication Technology and beneficiary
of the Academic Doctoral Advancements Programme Towards
Transformation (A.D.A.P.T.T) in the USA. She is stationed at the
University of Missouri, Saint Louis. Her research focusses on Big
Data Analytics to improve decision making for outcome-based
funding of public universities in South Africa.
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Innocentia
SETLABI

My biggest competitor is myself.

Technician and PHD candidate from the Faculty of Engineering
and Built Environment, whose research focuses on the
Development of Nickel Titanium based Shape Memory Alloy
for High Temperature Applications. Innocentia is one of the
few women in South Africa chosen for the Academic Doctoral
Advancements Programme Towards Transformation (A.D.A.P.T.T)
taking place in the USA.
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Refiloe
JANE

It is never a one man show…
teamwork yields even greater
results.
Refiloe Jane is an award winning South African football
Midfielder who plays for Banyana Banyana, the national football
team. She has become the first South African to sign with Italian
giants AC Milan.
She is also a member of the TUT Women’s Football Team and
currently enrolled for an M Tech degree at the Faculty of
Management Sciences.
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Malesela
MAUBANE

When you live for a strong
purpose, then hard work isn’t an
option. It’s a necessity.
Alumnus of the Department of Journalism is a Public Relations
strategist and President of the Public Relations Institute
of Southern Africa (PRISA). He has extensive experience in
Public Relations and Communication Management, with focus
on media relations, stakeholder, change, reputation, project
management, crisis communication, corporate writing,
development communication and managerial leadership.
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Madeli
VILJOEN

I am truly grateful and inspired to
be a TUT graduate South African
jewellery designer and maker.
Alumna of the Faculty of the Arts (Jewellery Design and
Manufacture) continues to represent South Africa and TUT on
the international front. Her outstanding design have received
recognition for their originality and uniqueness.
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Hendri
MYBURGH

If you can dream it, you can
achieve it.
Hendri Myburgh, GROOTfm 90.5 presenter and alumna of the
Faculty of Arts obtained a Master’s degree in Drama with the
title: The Effective Use of Vocal Performance Tools to Generate
a Distinctive Vocal Brand. “TUT has strengthened my passion
for the arts and has empowered me to become active within
a competitive entertainment industry,” he said. “Art is
something that I had to endure from very early stages of my
career and, although challenging, I keep on reminding myself
that it was a passion before it became a career, thus definitely
most fulfilling,” he says.
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Zelda
LA GRANGE

Never should the lessons of
kindness, discipline, integrity and
respect that characterised former
President Nelson Mandela be
forgotten, as they hold the key to
unlocking the solutions to South
Africa’s current problems.
Zelda La Grange is a TUT alumna, former secretary to the late
President Nelson Mandela, author and motivational speaker.
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Lirandzu
THEMBA

We don’t go into journalism to be
popular. It is our job to seek the
truth and put constant pressure on
our leaders until we get answers.
Alumnus of the Department of Journalism and an award-winning
journalist who has covered various ground-breaking stories
nationally. She is force to be reckoned with and understands
her craft wholly. Lirandzu was recently appointed the Police
Ministry Spokesperson.
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Ndabambi
MNIKELI

TUT gave me the first step to a
successful career.
Acting Chief Executive Officer (CEO) at the SA Weather Service
and former SABC weatherman.
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Mothusi
DISEKO

Passion in education is what
drives me to do what I do
everyday.
Mothusi Diseko is a successful Information Technology Business
Analyst at Voya Financial, one of the leading financial institutions
in Boston, USA. He is also the Founder & CEO of the Non-Profit
Organization, Batho- Rutanang Inc in the USA. Batho-Rutanang
Inc., (from a phrase “Each One, Teach One”) was established
two years ago after he identified an opportunity for local
educators to benefit from their overseas counterparts in what
the US terms “special education”, which includes “Principles of
Applied Behaviour Analysis.” He has initiated discussions with
the North-West Education Department to establish an exchange
program for local educators, principals and school district
officials.
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Tiisetso
MPAI

The sky is only the beginning for
me, not the limit.
Tiisetso Mpai is enrolled for a PhD degree at TUT, with the
focus on legume plants and their soil microbiome. She is
also a recipient of the 2018 South African Women in Science
Award (WISA). In her research, Mpai evaluates the genetic
diversity and taxonomy of root-nodule bacteria that nodulate
endangered native legumes of the Cape Core Region, and their
symbiotic effectiveness on tropical grain legumes. Mpai hopes
that her research will help to solve the problems of native plant
extinction and low soil fertility.
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We are the change that we seek.

MBA graduate at the TUT Business School and Senior Safety,
Health and Environmental Specialist at the South African
Airways: Technical. He is also a recipient of the 2018 Kwa-Zulu
Natal Young Achievers Award in the Environmental category. As
a young archiver, Buyani also serves various communities in KZN
as an inspirational figure, motivational speaker and champion
for youth development. He was also identified as the 2018 Mail
& Guardian 200 Young South Africans.

Buyani Mxolisi
PHAKATHI
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Dr John Ntshaupe
MOLEPO

For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.
Dr John Ntshaupe Molepo is the youngest Public Affairs
Doctorate graduate at TUT. He currently works as a lecturer
at the North West University, Potchefstroom Campus. He is
also the Executive Director of the South African Association of
Public Administration and Management (SAAPAM). Molepo has
presented research papers in both national and international
conferences and has a few articles published under his name.
John’s passion is in community development. His most revered
project is “Thusangwanageno”, which assist university students
with financial support. He managed to assist more than 200
students to further their studies in various universities across
the country.
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Dr Makgafele Lucia
NTSOANE

I am a living testimony of the
concept that says hard never
killed anyone.
Dr Makgafele Lucia Ntsoane is one of the youngest PHD
graduates at TUT on a mission to tackle poverty and inequality
by supporting marginalized girls to go to school and succeed,
and empowering young women to step up as leaders of change.
Born and bred in the village of Ga-Mphahlele in Limpopo, Dr
Ntsoane who obtained a Doctorate Degree in Agriculture
(Postharvest) never imagined her life to turn out the way it
has. “I am living my dream,” she says.She is currently pursuing
her postdoc research at Leibniz institute for Agricultural
Engineering and Bio-economy (ATB) based in Potsdam, Germany
were she conducted part of her PhD research project. She is
mostly involved in projects that focus on providing solutions
for food and nutritional security, particularly in Sub-Saharan
African countries.
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