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An investment in education is an 
investment for life
Reaping the benefits of social accountability

SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY

Information and Communication Technology (ICT), together 
with mathematics, science and technology, are making 
rapid inroads into all aspects of our lives. It affect the way 
we live, learn and work. 

To deal with the immense infrastructural challenges, the 
Department of Basic Education (DBE) resolved to explore 
innovative funding partnerships and infrastructure delivery 
mechanisms.

Living in the 21st century it’s unimaginable that learners at many South African schools still 
do not have access to technology, such as computers. This is in addition to other serious 
infrastructural backlogs.

With social accountability as one of its core values, the 
Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) in 2012 responded 
to the DBE’s call. 

It established a project to bring much needed computer 
technology to eight secondary schools in the Soshanguve 
and Ga-Rankuwa townships. The University has three 
campuses in the townships that host the Faculties of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT), 
Economics and Finance as well as Humanities.
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HEALTH AND HIV/AIDS

The Computer Applications Technology (CAT) Technology 
Schools Community Development Project was 
spearheaded to provide teachers and learners at the 
schools with computers and training. 

Initially, every school received 35 computers and related 
resources, such as printers, made possible by a first 
donation of over R3,5 million from BMW SA.

TUT’s main aim with the project is to sensitise learners 
about the various study opportunities available in the 
field of ICT at TUT, and to enable schools to offer the 
subject CAT. 

The ICT and Humanities faculties are closely involved 
with the project, among others presenting training 
programmes to teachers and learners, specifically in the 
subject CAT. 

Education students also work at the schools as auxiliary 
teachers as part of their Work-Integrated Learning, 
while the ICT Faculty presents annual workshops to 
improve the skills of teachers who teach IT-related 
subjects and ensure that the computer centres remain 
operational. 

The TUT partners keep the computer equipment up-and-
running.

Other external sponsors of this partnership include 
Hewlett Packard SA and Datacentrix.

Schools that are currently benefiting from the initiative 
are the: 

• Central High Secondary School 
• Soshanguve High School 
• Kgadime Matsepe High School 
• Makhosini High School 
• Lethabong High School 
• Wallmansthal High School 
• LG Holele High School 
• Malatse Motsepe High School

An appeal is made to industry and other stakeholders to 
partake in and support this commendable project. 
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