
CONTACT US
TEL: 012 382 5346/5700  |  FAX: 012 382 5369
E-MAIL: advancement@tut.ac.za  |  www.tut.ac.za

SECOND CHANCES
Programme assists learners to excel in Maths and Science

MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE DEVELOPMENT

For twenty years, the University has offered some             
3 000 candidates the opportunity to improve their marks 
in Mathematics and Physical Science, thereby securing 
them acceptance into scientific, medical and engineering 
programmes at university level.

Unfortunately, the quality of Mathematics and Science 
teaching in South Africa’s historically disadvantaged 
schools is not always up to standard. In addition, some 
learners are wrongly advised, i.e. not to take Mathematics 
as a subject, but rather Mathematics Literacy. To make 

A Mathematics and Science Development programme offered by the Tshwane University 
of Technology (TUT) has proven that learners, if given a second chance at mastering 
Mathematics and Physical Science, can actually blossom into scientists, engineers and/or 
even doctors.

matters worse, some schools do not offer Mathematics 
and/or Physical Science. This state of affairs leave 
learners with very limited choices when choosing a career.

The Mathematics and Science Development programme 
offers up to 180 learners per year the opportunity to 
improve their knowledge, understanding and skills of 
Mathematics and Physical Science. The subjects are 
offered in such a way that the fundamental principles 
are thoroughly addressed and problem-solving skills are 
developed.
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WHO ARE ELIGBLE
Learners who have obtained at least 30% for 
Mathematics and/or Physical Science and 50% for 
English are eligible for the programme. Learners with 
above average marks for Mathematics Literacy are 
also considered.

The successful candidates are enrolled as repeat 
learners for the Grade 12 exams in Mathematics and/
or Physical Science.

The programme is unique in the sense that it is 
offered full-time, maximising contact time between 
facilitators and learners. TUT is also the only centre 
allowing learners to repeat their year mark, which 
contributes to 25% of their final result.

SUCCESSES
The pass rate has been consistently close to 100%, 
with numerous distinctions.

One of the programme’s recent shining stars is 
Pheletso Sebothoma. In 2013, she obtained 71% 
for Mathematics and 81% for Physical Science after 
coming into the programme with 47% and 48% for the 
two subjects, respectively. She is currently studying 
medicine at the University of Pretoria.

The overwhelming demand for this programme 
indicates that there will be a constant need for it, 
as long as challenges in the South African education 
system are not eradicated.

The number of learners who are 
given the opportunity to 
IMPROVE THEIR KNOWLEDGE, 
UNDERSTANDING AND SKILLS 
of Mathematics and Physical 
Science every year.

180
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improved their marks 
in Mathematics and Science 
during the last 20 years.
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WHO ARE ELIGBLE
Learners who have obtained at least 
30% for Mathematics and/or Physical 
Science and 50% for English.


