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Dear Alumni,
We warmly welcome the new graduates
into the #TUTAlumni family. This is the
year of making great strides. We are
delighted to announce that we will be
expanding on our #TUTAlumni engagement
initiatives on a variety of subjects. We
have a line-up of phenomenal online
and onsite events and we are looking
forward for your advice, contribution
and attendance. Be on the look-out
for the communiques and reserve your
spot at these events timeously. Since
the beginning of 2021, we will continue
to offer several SLPs (Short Learning
Programmes) – we encourage you to
take advantage of these opportunities to
acquire new critical skills.

In this issue…

We celebrate our top achievers who
continue to raise the flag of our
progressive University high. The 2020 TUT
Chancellor’s Medal awardees share their
excitement following the celebration of
their auspicious accomplishment at the
Sheraton Hotel in Pretoria.
Meet our #AlumniOnTheMove from
Mpumalanga. Lorrain Khoza, who
continues to inspire many through her
flourishing organisation, giving victims of
abuse a new hope to lead a fulfilling life.
We share information on how you can
engage with the TUT Technology Station
for their incredible offers of free online
courses in 2021. Be sure not to miss out!!
We are appreciative to the #TUTAlumni
who returned to the People’s University
to continue with their post-graduate
qualifications. Your faith in this institution
give us courage to continue to excel.
Your support to the #TUTAlumni Office
and the University with your donations
to the TUT Bursary and Scholarship Fund
are greatly appreciated. The efforts you
make in giving your time and skills to
ensure that your Alma Mater thrives in
our empowerment initiative, is priceless.
Thank you.

Alumni reaching out to

FINANCIALLY CHALLENGED STUDENTS
The novel TUT Bursary and Scholarship Fund exists to assist financially
challenged students with their academic costs. While we acknowledge the
immense role played by NSFAS, we note that a significant number of our students
still do not fall within the set threshold to qualify for funding from this scheme.
We call on our Alumni to help us reach out
to fellow aspiring academics to realise
their dreams. Help us ignite their spark to
fulfil the goals.
To donate, please follow the link below
https://www.tut.ac.za/alumni-tut/i-wantto-donate

Win!

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION
Who is the Chancellor’s Medal awardee for
the Faculty of Humanities?
Please send your answer, name and
contact number to:
alumni@tut.ac.za before
31 May 2021
Please mark the subject field:
COMPETITION
Our prize winner for the
previous competition is:
Thebe Kgwetiane from
Ga-Motomelane Village,
Limpopo
Note: Only registered
#TUTAlumni can enter

EDITOR: Shalate Davhana
CONTRIBUTORS: Danie Ferns, Uyanda Mthakathi, Nadia Ross,
Willa de Ruyter, Keabetswe Phetoane, Nqabomzi Msutwana
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Happy reading !

Keep sending us your stories !
ourbeat@tut.ac.za

https://www.tut.ac.za/alumni-tut/about

Win this exclusive
TUT branded knife set!

Disclaimer

This publication may contain third party advertisements and links to third party sites. The
Tshwane University of Technology does not make any representation as to the accuracy or
suitability of any of the information contained in these advertisements or sites. TUT does not
accept any responsibility or liability for the conduct or content of those advertisements and
sites and the offerings made by the third parties.

Message from the VC
Dear TUT Alumni

The beginning of March marked one year since the South African authorities
confirmed the first positive cases of COVID-19 in the country. This led to an
unprecedented sequence of events. None of us could have anticipated how the
world as we knew it, would change so rapidly.

S

imilar to the rest of the globe and the country, the pandemic
presented enormous responsibilities and challenges to TUT staff,
students and its stakeholders. The national lockdown compelled the
University to apply innovative methods of teaching and learning, while
adapting to the new ways of working. Then, of course, there was the
massive economic downturn that severely affected public and private
entities financially, including Universities.
Throughout these challenges, the #TUTAlumni community continued to
support various University programs for which I am utterly grateful. I
cannot emphasise the immense value of your continuous contribution
to the TUT Bursary and Scholarship Fund enough. Since its inception in
2014, the fund will make its first allocations to a number of qualifying,
academically deserving students from the lower middle income group
this year. This is but one of the many University interventions to assist
financially challenged, yet academically deserving students.
The national lock down rules prohibited large gatherings, subsequently
resulting in the cancelation of onsite graduation ceremonies last year.
Therefore, we hosted our first-ever virtual graduations during which we
remotely awarded qualifications to just over 13 000 students in absentia.

Until we talk again, stay safe and healthy!
Prof Lourens van Staden
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

In recognition of extraordinary academic excellence, the Chancellor’s
Medal was bestowed on recipients during at a special COVID-10
compliant ceremony.
A warm welcome to the #TUTAlumni family. Please continue to support
and stay connected to your Alma Mater.
As University of Technology, research and innovation are crucial to
TUT’s success. I would like to recognise the outstanding research and
innovation work completed over the past year. These outputs have
contributed to TUT making it into the 2021 Best Global Universities
Rankings (BGUR). The University was ranked 12th among the Best
Universities in South Africa. The 2021 BGUR looked at 86 countries
to name the world’s top 1 500 universities. Universities are ranked
according to 13 indicators that measure their academic and research
performance, as well as their regional and global reputation.
We remain optimistic that TUT will continue to be recognised on global
platforms, as well as deliver quality teaching and learning experiences
to its students and broader community. We are looking forward to your
continued support and participation in the People’s University activities
and programmes.

TUT gets ready for its first roll-out of

P

the Bursary and Scholarship Fund

reparations for the inaugural allocation of the Tshwane University
of Technology’s (TUT) Bursary and Scholarship Fund (B&SF) in the
coming few weeks are underway. The initial phase will focus on
funding qualifying final year students from the seven faculties of the
University.

“We highly appreciate the sacrifice from those who, from its
establishment have made this initiative sustainable. We believe that
this Fund has the potential be a long-term legacy project of the People’s
University which will benefit future generations,” Ferns concluded.

The Fund is one of the University’s various strategic interventions
of addressing short-falls associated with tuition fees and related
costs respectively. Since its inception within TUT’s Advancement &
Partnerships Office (APO) in 2014, the fund has experienced a steady
growth through the continuous financial support from individual donors,
TUT staff and Council members as well as the Alumni community.
The escalating need for the funding of tuition fees and its associated
living expenses remains a thorny issue for most South African
universities. The global economic downturn resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic has exacerbated the situation, compelling Higher Education
institutions to intensify efforts in pursuing sustainable solutions.
Deputy Director at APO, Danie Ferns said: “Finances remain the key
concern for students who do not have the means to further their studies.
Although the initial distribution will occur on a small scale and grow
annually, this milestone is significant for kick-starting this historical
process”.
The TUT Bursary and Scholarship Fund was established on the ‘principles
of an endowment’ where a capital base is accumulated over time.
Therefore, a certain percentage of the interest raised annually will
be allocated towards student funding. The capital base and remaining
interest will be re-invested annually to continually grow the fund.
Among many other benefits, the APO expects that the Fund will
eventually assist the University to increase the number of graduates,
decrease student debt and subsequently improve chances of
employment for TUT graduates.

Danie Ferns

Deputy Director at APO

Finances remain the key
concern for students who do
not have the means to further
their studies.

TUT BESTOWS CHANCELLOR’S AWARDS

on outstanding achievers

S

even University Cum Laude graduates received the Chancellor’s
awards at a glittering function, the first of its kind, held at the
Sheraton Hotel in Pretoria following the recent virtual spring
graduation ceremony.

Professor Stanley Mukhola, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Teaching
and Learning, addressed the celebrants and guests on behalf of ViceChancellor Professor Lourens van Staden. He said: “The Chancellor’s
Awards are presented to recognise exceptional students who exhibit not
only qualities that will help them achieve their goals, but also bestow
honour and success on our University”. He further commended TUT
students and Alumni for exceling in various fields in the private and
public sectors, entrepreneurship, technology innovation and sports,
among others
Sharon Mukhola, a TUT Alumna heading several provinces in one of the
SETAs (Sector Education Training Authorities), directed the proceedings
which featured TUT management, students and Alumni alike. The
Soshanguve-born TUT Alumnus and Public Relations Head at one of
the leading global foods industries, Zweli Mnisi captured the audience
with a remarkable motivational speech, sharing his life’s journey to
success. He said: “You’re now competing with global players. The
world has become “glocal” As South Africans we have to find local
solutions while we are thinking globally. Today, ladies and gentlemen,
a young man from Soshanguve is able to advise global leaders, whether
they’re in Switzerland, the UK or Australia about how to effectively
communicate”.
Dr Caroline Selepe, the Senior Director for Strategic support, presented
the medals on behalf of TUT Chancellor Dr Gwen Ramokgopa. “I wish
to congratulate all the celebrants of today. We miss walking with you in

The Chancellor’s Awards are presented to
recognise exceptional students who exhibit not
only qualities that will help them achieve their
goals, but also bestow honour and success on
our University.

the graduation hall. You have done us proud and continue to do so”, she
said.
The TUT Alumni Relations Office sponsored the function as a welcome
gesture for the graduates to the #TUTAlumni family. The award
recipients were also offered a cash incentive for their achievements.
“I have no doubt in my mind that you will continue to hold TUT in high
esteem. You have been tried and tested, you emerged victorious”, said
Shalate Davhana,
The vibrant Anne-marie Mailovich, the awarded from the Faculty of Arts,
responded on behalf of all the recipients. “Thank you so much for taking
the time to acknowledge the hard that goes into maintaining academic
excellence. By hosting this event, you are motivating people to work
hard and be the best they can. We have worked incredibly hard and
didn’t always go to social events”. The Cum Laude graduate captivated
the audience with a soothing melody.
Members of the TUT Management Committee (EMC), the office of the
Registrar, Head of Departments and the parents of the awardees were
among the attendees.
Professor Elsabe Coetzee closed the function and encouraged the TUT
Alumni to continue fostering relations with their Alma Mater.

The story was first published on the TUT Website.

Excellence is a state of mind and attitude to the task at hand.

A

s a knowledge institution aimed at influencing the advancement
of society, TUT puts a prime value in inspiring and recognising
those who represent the best of humanity in the pursuit for
excellence. In 2020, the Chancellor Medal Awards for outstanding academic
achievement were dispersed in the faculties of Economics and Finance,
Engineering and the Built Environment, Humanities, Science, Management
Sciences, Arts and Design, as well as Information and Communication
Technology. As the country and the world face the COVID-19 pandemic and
its socio-economic impact, we look forward to translating the culture of
excellence to the innovation of solutions for humanity today and in future.
We congratulate the medal awardees and trust their achievements will
inspire generations to come.
By Dr Gwen Ramokgopa MBCHB, MPH
Chancellor, TUT
2021

Chancellor’s Medal awardees

FACULTY: ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

Ramaesele Patience Hlokoa - Lebowakgomo, Limpopo
I would like to thank the Chancellor for inviting me to the award ceremony. I feel honoured to be one
of the recipients. Not forgetting the organisers, I highly appreciate how you welcomed us and made
sure that we are being well taken care of. I am indeed a proudly TUT alumni. The journey through
completing my qualification at TUT was not easy. I thank God for guiding me and giving me wisdom
and patience. I also thank my family for their love and support, as well as my former lecturers. To all
the students I say: work hard, be committed and stay focused.

FACULTY: ENGINEERING & BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Tiaan du Plessis - Pretoria, Gauteng
I embarked on this journey to obtain a degree without any great expectations. As I studied the
contents of the various subjects my interest, curiosity and passion grew. I love the field of engineering
and solving problems, it is like food for my soul. From what I have learned through my journey, is that
you need passion for something to give it your all. The famous saying of: “Your job must be a hobby”,
is a true statement in my case. There is never be a dull moment and there’s always something new to
learn. This recognition gave me the motivation to enroll for further education. I strive to be an expert
in my field one day. I am very thankful for this award. It is a great motivation to keep on going and to
realise the potential that I am capable of achieving.

FACULTY: HUMANITIES
Fhatiwani Patience Sakela - Theresapark, Gauteng
I believe that the only place where one would find “success” before “work” is in the dictionary.
With that being said, in reality, one has to work hard to achieve success. Hard work comes with
prerequisites such as perseverance, discipline, patience, consistency and above all else, faith and
prayer. A person’s background should not determine their future as we all have the responsibility to
shape it. Be it through sleepless nights, pushing yourself to the limit – against all odds. At the end
you will be triumphant. Nothing comes easy, especially when you are full-time employed and have a
family to take care of while studying. However, everything is possible if you put your mind to it.

FACULTY: INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Nshalati Mboweni - Kagiso, Gauteng
“Sometimes you just have to die a little inside in order to be Reborn and Rise again as a stronger and
wider version of you.”

Chancellor’s Medal awardees
FACULTY: MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
Kirsty Van Dommelen - Centurion, Gauteng
Receiving the Chancellors Award is a massive honour and privilege. It comes as such a surprise, to be
honest. While in high school, I could not have dreamt of achieving such an award since my grades
were not ideal. Entering into my first year of tertiary studies, I could see the journey that laid
ahead and what was required of me to excel. I believe that the effort that was expected from me
pushed me into realising my full potential. This achievement does not come without countless hours
of preparation, studying, stress and sacrifice. However, looking back at the journey I’ve had to go
through, I can say it was well worth it. Thank you TUT for this opportunity.

FACULTY: SCIENCES
Suné van Rensburg - Pretoria, Gauteng
What if I fall? Oh but my darling, what if you fly?
These are the words that carried me through the three years of studying Radiography. It was an
exceptional course and if I had to choose again, I wouldn’t choose anything else. Especially not
anywhere else. The TUT’s course is excellent, giving students a platform to do theory and practical
lessons. Although pushing through the early morning study sessions and preparations was not always
easy, the passionate lecturers and a remarkable clinical tutor motivated me to become an exceptional
radiographer. Winning the Chancellor’s Award showed me that giving up is not an option and that if
you fail, you should try again until you succeed. Thank you for the recognition and effort of hosting a
function to honour us, it makes working hard effortless.

FACULTY: ARTS AND DESIGN
Anne-marie Mailovich - Mookgophong, Limpopo
I feel honoured to have been presented with the Chancellor’s medal. It is a testament to what hard
work and dedication can achieve. I believe it is important to celebrate academic excellence. Thank
you to the people of TUT and the Vocal Arts department for all the support that you have provided to
me over the years. My time at TUT was challenging and extremely rewarding at the same time. I am
so thankful to all my lecturers and my family for your guidance throughout the years. TUT gave me
so many opportunities and helped me to be a better person. It further allowed me to grow mentally
and to be strong enough to find my way in this expanding world. Through music, I can help others to
find an escape from reality. Music helps me to find peace in a chaotic world and I want to share that
feeling with the world. I am proud to be an alumni of TUT. I will continue to work hard in everything
that I do and I will always try to be the best that I can be.
Zweli Mnisi TUT Journalism Alumnus

Sharon Mukhola: Program Director for
the awards

#Alumni on the move:
Alumna gives hope to victims of abuse

A

fter a horrendous experience at a tender age, the 23-year-old
Mpumalanga-born survivor vowed to act against gender-based
violence (GBV). She established the w Foundation (LKF) to
support women who have been at the receiving end of different forms
of abuse, especially as a result of their gender.

The Internal Auditing graduate assists victims to open up through
sharing her own experience, hoping to “free them from the shackles of
rape and thrive again”. Lorrain wants her name to be associated with
“women empowerment” and “independence”. She does not want the
victims to be only known as sexual abuse survivors. “I am working on
a product that will maximise safety of women and children in South
Africa” she adds.
Lorrain was recognised as one of the country’s progressive Youths. She
said, “Being recognised in the top 200 YSA Mail and Guardian means
that as rape survivors, we have been recognized by the community
and society”. Through her organisation, Lorrain has worked with the
National Youth Development Agency (NYDA), TUT, Department of Social
Development as well as various phycologists to assist victims who need
shelter.
Lorrain fell victim to sexual abuse in 2015 during her first year of
tertiary study. She is grateful to her friends and family for helping her
through the traumatic experience and when she was at the brink of
giving up on her studies. The Foundation is based in Schoemansdal,
Nkomazi in Mpumalanga. The Covid-19 restrictions have afforded the
organisation the opportunity to explore the virtual space, even though
it had a huge impact on the initial plans as she had to cancel her
already planned inter-provincial events.
In the next five years, Lorrain aims to establish shelters and offices
in the other eight provinces across South Africa and also groom young
men to adopt an anti-abusive mentality.

Persistence pays off for

Z

Lorrain Khoza

EMALAHLENI ENTREPRENEUR

odwa Mlangeni is a successful Mpumalanga entrepreneur running
an established eco-conscious company which specialises in
transportation, waste management and construction.

The 32-year-old Cost and Management Accounting alumna from the
eMalahleni Campus, established Mementoes Trading in 2012. “My passion
for business developed when I was working in the mining and banking
sectors. I saw a need to bridge the gap of successfully black femaleowned businesses” said Zodwa.
She believes that everything is recyclable, even though the process
involved is expensive. She explains that it is critical to explore new,
cost-effective ways of recycling and adapt to the “new normal” since
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. “It is possible, we just need to
change our way of thinking” she adds.
Operating in a male-dominated environment, Zodwa alludes that she had
to work twice as hard to prove that she could deliver. She explains that
it was not easy for her to raise capital from the banks and had to opt for

Source: Radio 2000

Being recognised in the top
200 YSA Mail and Guardian
means that as rape survivors,
we have been recognized by the
community and society.

other institutions to fund her projects.
To allow new players, especially females in this business space, she
believes collaboration with and mentorship from large corporations
will give them access to the market. “They must not only view us as
competition” she concludes.
For further information, please visit
https://www.mementoes.co.za/

Eco-conscious is the
lifestyle that we
should all adopt.
Zodwa Mlangeni

