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Tshwane University
of Technology
We empower people

Acknowledge the best, motivate the rest.

Chancellor & 
Alumni Excellence Awards
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Benedikt Simon Johannes
Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment

Benedikt Simon Johannes was born in Pretoria on 20 May 1999 and 
matriculated at Pretoria Boys High School in 2017.

Unsure of what he wanted to study, he took time in 2018 to travel, 
pursue his creative passions in art and help with taking care of his 
grandparents. He then decided to study Industrial Design at TUT in 
2019. The course allowed him to thrive creatively, challenging him 
to gain new skills quickly and encouraging him to become the best 
designer he could be. 

He managed to be a top achiever, earning him numerous design 
awards throughout his studies. He is passionate about human-
centred design and his work reflects his understanding of sustainability, rich user experience and beauty. 
He completed his National Diploma in Industrial Design at TUT in 2021 and is now studying the Advanced 
Diploma in Industrial Design.

REMARK

I am passionate about my work and always strive for excellence. This attitude made me a top achiever, 
earning me numerous design awards throughout my studies. I believe that I was selected for the 
Chancellor’s Award for these reasons. Receiving this award is an honour and I am incredibly grateful to 
my exceptional lecturers for providing me with a world-class Industrial Design course. I also thank my 
family and friends for supporting me throughout my journey. Lastly, I am grateful to God for giving me the 
opportunity to do what I love.
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Beugre Clay Ano 
Economics & Finance 

Beugre Clay Elie Ano was born in Abidjan, Ivory Coast on 7 March 
1998 and matriculated at Prestige College, Pretoria, in 2017. In 2018, 
Ano was registered as an undergraduate in the NHC: Accountancy 
qualification at the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT). He 
completed this qualification in record time just like all his future 
qualifications. 

Throughout the years, his passion for Internal Auditing grew 
exponentially. That passion led him to be appointed as a Tutor for 
the Department of Internal Auditing, a service he enthusiastically 
delivered to the 3rd year students. In his most recent qualification, 
he had amassed eight (8) distinctions out of eight (8) available 
distinctions. 

He is currently completing his Postgraduate Diploma in Internal Auditing offered at our Ga-Rankuwa Campus 
and contracted as a Student Assistant by the Internal Auditing Department.

REMARK

So I made it to the Chancellor’s Office. I never imagined I’d be able to say that in my life but it feels amazing. 
Thank you, Prof Maluleke, the Chancellor’s Office, and the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) for 
this fantastic distinction. I’m humbled to be recognized at this level for something that I’ve always worked 
towards. As a foreign citizen, words of encouragement on the street would invariably conclude with, “You 
should obtain your degree and go somewhere else since you wouldn’t be able to make a life or get notoriety 
in this country.” Nevertheless, I have always felt at home in South Africa from my high school days. After five 
years as a TUT student, I can confidently claim that I am just as at home here as I was in my high school, 
Prestige College. Receiving the Chancellor’s award has shown the truth in what I have always believed and 
the falsehoods in what I have heard. I remember my friends, other students, lecturers, and parents who did 
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not even know me ululating and dancing as I received the Chancellor’s award. I saw optimism, hope, and 
the future. That, to me, is Ubuntu. I didn’t make it this far only through my efforts. I thank the Lord Jesus 
as well as one of my lecturers, Ms Masethe. I thank her for shaping me into the person that I am now. I 
am deeply grateful to the administrative, technical, and academic personnel that work tirelessly to assist 
students to succeed academically and in life. This award recognizes the efforts of everyone at the Ga-Rankuwa  
Campus.  

Martha Panashe Maunga
Faculty of Management Sciences 

Martha Panashe Tyral Maunga was born in Kwekwe, Zimbabwe 
on 17 January 1999 and matriculated at Lower Gwelo Adventist 
High, Zimbabwe in 2017. In 2019, Panashe was registered for an 
undergraduate qualification in Supply Chain Management at the 
Tshwane University of Technology (TUT). She completed this 
qualification in record time just like all future qualifications. 

Throughout the years, her passion for Supply Chain Management 
grew exponentially. That passion led her to acquire the first, 
second and third year Top Achievers Awards, not forgetting the 
Dean’s Award.

Panashe is still taking a chance to further her studies as much as possible. She is currently completing her 
Advanced Diploma in Supply Chain Management at TUT.

REMARK

I am honoured, beyond comprehension to be receiving the Chancellor’s award for the class of 2021. The 
learning experience has been such a fulfilling journey, which equipped me with vast knowledge and prepared 
me for a promising future. I am grateful to the Tshwane University of Technology for the culture of hard-work 
that has been inculcated in me through pragmatic and participatory approaches. I hope this culture will 
always live on. 
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The words of the famous Paul J. Meyer “If you are going to achieve excellence in big things, you develop the 
habit in little matters” are true as continuous efforts and excellence as a prevailing attitude have carried me 
through. I am so ecstatic. I have been empowered and I will give to the world this richness that overflows in 
me. This is just the beginning of many more achievements to follow. I also extend my gratitude to my family 
and dear friends who’ve loved and supported me unconditionally. All that I am and all that I hope to be, I owe 
it to them. Above all else, I thank the Almighty who has been my stronghold in aspects.  

Priyanka Naiker
Faculty of Arts and Design
Priyanka Naiker was born in Pretoria on 15 November 1999 and 
matriculated at Laudium Secondary School in 2017. 

In 2019, Priyanka enrolled at the Tshwane University of Technology 
for the National Diploma in Performing Arts Technology and 
completed it in February 2022 with distinction. 

She is currently completing her Advanced Diploma in Performing 
Arts (Technical) at the Faculty of Arts & Design. She’s also learning 
and developing her skills in Stage Lighting.

REMARK

Thank you to Prof Maluleke and the Chancellor’s Office for this 
incredible honour. I’m so grateful and humbled for my work to be acknowledged for this award. Thank you 
to all of my lecturers, especially Mr Hardus Koekemoer and Mr Wandile Mgcodo for  their support and 
assistance throughout my journey at TUT.  

I would also like to thank all of the staff members in the old Department of Entertainment Technology for 
everything that they do for us students. I would especially like to thank Ms Nobuntu for always going out of 
her way to assist me. I cannot thank you enough for everything that you do for all of us in E.T.

Thank you to my family and friends at TUT for their encouragement, advice and support over the past few 
years, I would not have been able to do this without you.  



Page 7

Sithabiso Percival Sithole
Faculty of Humanities

Sithabiso Percival Sithole was born in Pongola on 24 May 1999. He 
matriculated at Dingukwazi Secondary School in 2017. Sithabiso 
took a gap year in 2018 to discover more about himself. In 2019, he 
enrolled with TUT for his National Diploma in Legal Assistance and 
was appointed as a mentor at his Department because of his zeal 
to assist other students.  He passed all his modules and finished 
his studies in time in 2021. In the year 2020, he was appointed as 
a Chairperson for the Directorate of Health and Wellness, he was 
also appointed as Chairperson for a student religious organization, 
this was because of the leadership skills he possessed. He 
established a Non-Profit Organization in his community known as 
Reaching Out to the Nations, which is targeted at helping the youth and inspiring them to study and believe 
in education. He believed that “Whatever your hands find to do, do with all your strength, for there is no work 
or planning or knowledge or wisdom in the place of death where you’re going”.

In 2022, he enrolled for the Advanced Diploma in Business Administration, which he is currently studying. 
He hopes continue with his studies and start a career in the law field “For without faith it is impossible to 
please God”.

I was selected as the best student because my outstanding academic performance in the Faculty of 
Humanities. From first year, I obtained 24 distinctions out of 26 modules. I worked hard in my studies even 
during Covid-19. 

REMARK

I am very honoured to have received such an award. It encourages me to strive for excellence in everything 
that I do especially academically. I was so happy when I received the award because it proved to me that not 
all my hard work and sacrifices towards my academics were in vain. I would like to thank the institution for 
granting me such an opportunity for furthering my studies. I thank the Lord Almighty for “people make the 
plans but it is Him who makes their plans to prosper”.  
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Loudene Louw
Faculty of Science

Loudene Louw is from Pretoria. She matriculated at Hoërskool 
Wonderboom in 2015 with an average of 80%. She completed 
two years in Clinical Technology at TUT during which she 
discovered her passion to serve people and decided to enroll 
for a B Tech Nursing Science degree at TUT in 2018. Loudene 
completed her studies at the end of the 2021 academic year with 
27 distinctions and was awarded with a Chancellor’s Medal for 
outstanding academic achievement. 

She currently resides in Cape Town where she’s completing her 
Community Service Year as a Professional Nurse at the prestigious Groote Schuur Hospital, sharing in 
their vision to lead innovative health care. She values opportunities in which she can grow and develop 
professionally. Her hope for the future is to advocate for a just and fair healthcare system.

REMARK

It is a great respect to accept this award. It is a tremendous honour and a huge privilege for being recognized 
for my hard work and dedication. I am extremely thankful to you for acknowledging my name for this award 
and I want to express my gratitude to everyone who has supported me on my journey, including my family 
and friends. It has been a pleasure to see this special occasion in your presence. Along with the awesome 
power of God, a lot of individuals helped me work hard so I could be eligible for this award. You all have 
made it possible for me to realize my dreams.

I am eternally grateful to God for making my life worthwhile and for guiding me in all of the things that 
I do for myself and the people close to me. This honour serves as a reminder of the blessings I have 
experienced thus far.  
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Cyprian George Mnguni
Faculty of Information and Communication 
Technology

Cyprian George Mnguni was born in Pieterskraal A on 25 September 
1998. He matriculated at Madlayedwa Senior Secondary School 
in 2016, earned 1st place, and was the best student for excellent 
academic performance. He is currently a System Administrator 
at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and 
enjoys using his skills to contribute to the exciting technological 
advances that happen every day at CSIR. He holds a National 
Diploma in Information Technology from the Tshwane University 
of Technology. He is passionate about learning, and constantly 
improving himself. He is currently studying toward his Advanced 
Diploma.

REMARK

It is a great respect to accept this award. It is a tremendous honour and a huge privilege to be recognized 
for my hard work and dedication. I am extremely thankful to you for acknowledging my name for this award. 
I want to express my gratitude to everyone who has ever supported me on my journey, including my family 
and friends. It has been a pleasure to be part of this special occasion in your presence. I thank the Almighty 
God and many individuals that helped me to work hard so that I could be eligible for this award. You all have 
made it possible for me to realize my dreams.

I am eternally grateful to God for making my life worthwhile and for guiding me and giving me determination 
in everything that I do for myself and the people that are close to me. This award serves as a reminder of the 
blessings I have experienced thus far in my life.  
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TUT Alumni Excellence Awards
Background

As the People’s University, TUT’s has moral 
obligation to empower surrounding communities 
in a significant way. Our collective efforts to 
move TUT from good to great,  necessitates  the 
University to engage meaningfully with society and 
make quantifiable impact in the lives of ordinary 
South Africans. The TUT Alumni Excellence 
awards initiative is intended at recognising any 
Alumnus that has lived up to the expectations 
of the University, in relation to our mission of 
empowering people. These awards are allocated 
in five categories which embraces the strategic 
imperatives of the University.

Qualification criteria 

All graduates of Tshwane University of Technology 
(TUT), including those who graduated at all former 
technikons, namely, Mabopane East Technikon, 
Technikon Northern Transvaal, Technikon Northern 
Gauteng, Setlogelo Technikon, Technikon North 
West and Pretoria Technikon, including those who 
attended at Kwa-Mhlanga Campus. Entrants must 
have completed their respective qualifications. 
Staff members who are Alumni of these institutions 
are also eligible to participate. 

Categories

The categories encompass the four pillars of the 

University, its strategic objectives and society 
developmental goals in accordance in the National 
priorities of the NDP 2030. 

• Notable Citizen Award

To recognize an Alumnus who is a catalyst of 
building relationships for the common good of 
communities. Someone who has established 
progressive community building activities such as 
events and exercises that promote camaraderie and 
fellowship and between like-minded individuals in 
society. Individual that contributed their time and 
talent to the community. 

• Exemplary and impact award

To recognize an Alumnus that has conducted 
and/or engaged in research that has resulted in 
practically solving societal challenges. The research 
findings should be able to influence how society 
live or work by improving the status quo. It could 
be the development of policy, the development of 
a new product, innovation to clean water, better 
sanitation, alternative energy and etc. 

• Young Alumni Awards

To recognize an Alumnus who develops skills of 
young people. This includes providing them with 
leadership training, mentoring, and helping them 
to transition through the challenges and problems 
they may experience in their daily lives. This could 
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be through initiating or supporting existing youth 
developmental. They should be impactful in 
respective industry or stream.

• Alumni Service Awards

To recognize an Alumnus sourcing support for 
students experiencing financial hardships in their 
personal capacity. This award identifies Alumni’s 
good practice in student support. It could be 
assisting with tuition fees, study material or 
living expenses through donations, fundraising or 
internship. Recognizes alumni for their significant 

service delivery and consistent loyalty to both alma 
mater and their profession

• Notable advocacy award

To recognize and Alumnus that contribute their 
time and resources on consistent basis to the 
university. An individual that has made exemplary 
contribution to the University by becoming an 
ambassador and  advisor of the Alumni Relations 
Office, through sourcing external financial and in-
kind support for the University. 

Congratulations to the 2022 winners!

DONORS RECOGNITION
“We know only too well that what we are doing is 
nothing more than a drop in the ocean. But if the 
drop were not there, the ocean would be missing 
something.” -  Mother Teresa

If it were not for the support of all of our Donors’ 
support in the form of financial contributions and 
the opportunities to collaborate with TUT to create 
a better institution, we would not be where we are 
today. With that said, we would like to express our 
gratitude for the commitment to the betterment of 
our institution from the following donors:

1. Wholesale and Retail Sector Education and 
Training Authority (WRSETA)

2. The Culture, Art, Tourism, Hospitality, and 
Sport Sector Education and Training Authority 
(CATHSSETA)

3. Purchasing Consortium Southern Africa 
(PURCO)

4. HCI Foundation

5. The Albert Wessels Trust
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