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NATIONAL DIPLOMA: DRAMA
Qualification code: NDDR03 - NQF Level 6

Campus where offered: Arts Campus (day classes)
Last year of new intake: 2019
Teach-out (phase-out) date:    31 December 2023

Students registered for this qualification should complete their studies according to the teach-out date 
prescribed for the qualification, subject to the stipulations of Regulation 3.1.11 and 3.1.13 in the Students' 
Rules and Regulations.

Information on phased-out programmes can be obtained from the TUT website, www.tut.ac.za.    

CURRICULUM
Consult the 2019 Faculty Prospectus for the full contents of the qualification.

SUBJECTS PRINTED IN BOLD ARE NOT FOR REGISTRATION PURPOSES.

FIRST YEAR

CODE SUBJECT CREDIT PREREQUISITE SUBJECT(S)  

ATT110T Acting Techniques I
ATT11PT Acting Techniques: Acting I (0,116)
ATT11QT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation  (0,117)
 of Drama Excerpts I 
ATT11RT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation  (0,117)
 of Prose and Poetry I
COQ110T Communication Techniques I
COQ11PT Communication Techniques: Computer (0,040)
 Skills I 
COQ11QT Communication Techniques: Movement I (0,040)
COQ11RT Communication Techniques: Singing:  (0,040)
 Practical I 
COQ11ST Communication Techniques: Practical  (0,040)
 Exercises: Speech Sounds I 
COQ11TT Communication Techniques: Voice I  (0,040)
PFS110T Performance Techniques I
PFS11PT Performance Techniques: Make-Up I (0,125)
PFS11QT Performance Techniques: Production I (0,125)
TST110T Theatre Study I (0,100)
TXS110T Text Study I
TXS11PT Text Study: Oral Interpretation I (0,050)
TXS11QT Text Study: Text Analysis I (0,050)

FIRST SEMESTER

AAD101C Arts Administration I (0,050)

TOTAL CREDITS FOR THE FIRST YEAR: 1,050

SECOND YEAR

CODE SUBJECT CREDIT PREREQUISITE SUBJECT(S)

ATT210T Acting Techniques II
ATT21PT Acting Techniques: Acting II (0,100) Acting Techniques I
ATT21QT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation (0,100) Acting Techniques I
 of Drama Excerpts II 
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ATT21RT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation (0,100) Acting Techniques I
 of Prose and Poetry II
COQ210T Communication Techniques II
COQ21PT Communication Techniques: Practical (0,066) Communication Techniques I
 Exercises: Speech Sounds II
COQ21QT Communication Techniques: Movement II (0,067) Communication Techniques I
COQ21RT Communication Techniques: Voice II (0,067) Communication Techniques I
PFS210T Performance Techniques II
PFS21PT Performance Techniques: Production II (0,075) Performance Techniques I
PFS21QT Performance Techniques: Stagecraft II (0,075) Performance Techniques I
TST210T Theatre Study II
TST21PT Theatre Study: Rudiments of Directing II (0,050) Theatre Study I
TST21QT Theatre Study: History: Acting, Theatre, (0,050) Theatre Study I
 Drama and Costume II
TXS210T Text Study II
TXS21PT Text Study: Oral Interpretation II (0,050) Text Study I
TXS21QT Text Study: Text Analysis II (0,050) Text Study I

 plus two of the following subjects:

CTT100T Children’s Theatre I (0,075)
OPT100T Educational Theatre I (0,075)
SNG140T Singing I (0,075)
TRD100T Theatre Dance I (0,075)

TOTAL CREDITS FOR THE SECOND YEAR: 1,000

THIRD YEAR

CODE SUBJECT CREDIT PREREQUISITE SUBJECT(S)

ATT310T Acting Techniques III
ATT31PT Acting Techniques: Acting III (0,100) Acting Techniques II
ATT31QT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation (0,100) Acting Techniques II
 of Drama Excerpts III  
ATT31RT Acting Techniques: Practical Interpretation (0,100) Acting Techniques II
 of Prose and Poetry III
COQ310T Communication Techniques III
COQ31PT Communication Techniques: Movement III (0,075) Communication Techniques II
COQ31QT Communication Techniques: Voice III (0,075) Communication Techniques II
PFS310T Performance Techniques III
PFS31PT Performance Techniques: Applied  (0,075) Performance Techniques II
 Directing III
PFS31QT Performance Techniques: Production III (0,075) Performance Techniques II
TST310T Theatre Study III (0,100) Theatre Study II 
TXS310T Text Study III 
TXS31PT Text Study: Oral Interpretation III (0,050) Text Study II
TXS31QT Text Study: Text Analysis III (0,050) Text Study II

 plus two of the following subjects:

CTT200T Children’s Theatre II (0,075) Children’s Theatre I
OPT210T Educational Theatre II (0,075) Educational Theatre I
SNG220T Singing II (0,075) Singing I
TRD210T Theatre Dance II (0,075) Theatre Dance I
WRS200T Scriptwriting II (0,075)

TOTAL CREDITS FOR THE THIRD YEAR: 0,950

TOTAL CREDITS FOR THE QUALIFICATION: 3,000
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SUBJECT INFORMATION (OVERVIEW OF SYLLABUS) 

The syllabus content is subject to change to accommodate industry changes. Please note that a more detailed 
syllabus is available at the department or in the study guide that is applicable to a particular subject. On 18 
October 2019, the syllabus content was defined as follows: 

A

ACTING TECHNIQUES: ACTING I (ATT11PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Use, mastery and control of the body, exploration of the sensory experiences, development of the creative 
imagination, and projection of emotional and personal interpretation. (Total tuition time: ± 60 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: ACTING II (ATT21PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Students explore and develop existing and acquired skills, with special emphasis on the incorporation and 
handling of emotional elements in acting and distinguishing between externalisation and internalisation. (Total 
tuition time: ± 30 hours) 

ACTING TECHNIQUES: ACTING III (ATT31PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts) 
Development and refinement of acting techniques and skills, the search for truth in creative interpretation and 
the exploration of the comic impulse, pace, tempo and rhythm. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF DRAMA PRACTICAL EVALUATION
EXCERPTS I (ATT11QT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The study and presentation of contemporary drama excerpts involving the basic elements of practical inter-
pretation: monologues, duologues and group scenes. (Total tuition time: ± 45 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF DRAMA PRACTICAL EVALUATION
EXCERPTS II (ATT21QT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The study and presentation of excerpts from classical, African and South African drama. (Total tuition time: 
± 60 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF DRAMA PRACTICAL EVALUATION
EXCERPTS III (ATT31QT) 
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The study and presentation of the student’s own choice of three excerpts from international drama. (Total 
tuition time: ± 15 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF PROSE PRACTICAL EVALUATION
AND POETRY I (ATT11RT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Study and presentation of prose and poetry material: forms and styles, free forms and basic principles of 
compiling a programme. (Total tuition time: ± 45 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF PROSE PRACTICAL EVALUATION
AND POETRY II (ATT21RT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Background and presentation of styles and forms of poetry and prose; presentation of a programme of repre-
sentative literary material. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

ACTING TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF PROSE PRACTICAL EVALUATION
AND POETRY III (ATT31RT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Themes in literature are explored and presented as a programme by smaller groups of students. (Total tuition 
time: ± 15 hours)
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ARTS ADMINISTRATION I (AAD101C) CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Small business management and ideas, business plan, general management, marketing and entrepreneur-
ship. (Total tuition time: ± 15 hours)

C
CHILDREN’S THEATRE I (CTT100T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Students become acquainted with aspects of children’s entertainment and puppetry, aimed at children be-
tween the ages of 4 and 13 years. Several forms of elementary hand puppets are made and manipulated, and 
stories are created and performed. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

CHILDREN’S THEATRE II (CTT200T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Students become acquainted with more intricate forms of puppetry and elementary circus acts. Knowledge 
gained is applied in the creation, marketing and performance of a children’s show using both actors and pup-
pets. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: COMPUTER SKILLS I (COQ11PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Basic computer literacy. (Total tuition time: ± 16 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: MOVEMENT I (COQ11QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The basic operation of the body, rhythm, time and space, through movement. Exploration of body alignment 
and integration applied practically through an introduction to mime, unarmed combat skills and classical 
Greek movement. (Total tuition time: ± 60 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: MOVEMENT II (COQ21QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The progressive skills required for the body, dynamics, time and space, through movement. A variety of cho-
reographic skills and exploration of masks. (Total tuition time: ± 60 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: MOVEMENT III (COQ31PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The advanced operation of the body, rhythm, time and space through movement, applied practically through 
exploring dance, drama and expressionism. (Total tuition time: ± 45 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL EXERCISES: PRACTICAL EVALUATION
SPEECH SOUNDS I (COQ11ST)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The student’s ability to use sounds to portray meaning and emotion is developed through an investigation of 
standard pronunciation. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: PRACTICAL EXERCISES:  PRACTICAL EVALUATION
SPEECH SOUNDS II (COQ21PT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
A continued improvement of standard pronunciation, as well as an investigation of accents and dialects. (Total 
tuition time: ± 30 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: SINGING: PRACTICAL I (COQ11RT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Technical voice development, and the study and presentation of songs from different periods. (Total tuition 
time: ± 60 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: VOICE I (COQ11TT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Developing the voice for optimal voice production, as well as the integration of the body for voice use in the-
atre. (Total tuition time: ± 60 hours)
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COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: VOICE II (COQ21RT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The continuation of techniques learned in the first year. Advanced voice production with breath control, ar-
ticulation, projection and range of voice, within the demands of various performance styles. (Total tuition time: 
± 60 hours)

COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES: VOICE III (COQ31QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Refining of techniques for the use and the honing of this instrument for voice art, including accents and char-
acter voices. An introduction to microphone techniques and radio presentation. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

E
EDUCATIONAL THEATRE I (OPT100T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Study of the function and role of theatre as a training aid and a developmental tool. Development of the skills 
required by an educational theatre practitioner. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

EDUCATIONAL THEATRE II (OPT210T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Practical application of the acquired knowledge in educational, developmental and industrial theatre projects. 
Facilitation and project planning skills are also investigated. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

P
PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: APPLIED DIRECTING III (PFS31PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Methods of directing, directing styles, preparation and presentation of a short excerpt from a play. (Total tuition 
time: ± 30 hours)

PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: MAKE-UP I (PFS11PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Basic make-up for the stage, character and fantasy make-up. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: PRODUCTION I (PFS11QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: PRODUCTION II (PFS21PT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: PRODUCTION III (PFS31QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Participation in a variety of productions, as scheduled every year. Practical application and interpretation of 
techniques studied in the class situation. Open auditions for each production are held. (Total tuition time: 
± 150 hours)

PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES: STAGECRAFT II (PFS21QT) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Technical aspects of theatre: lighting, sound, properties and decor. This knowledge is applied in the execution 
of practical projects in the Rostrum Theatre. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

S
SCRIPTWRITING II (WRS200T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Practice in the essential skills required for writing a script for the stage. The first year consists of the develop-
ment of the text from the original idea to act plays of about 30 minutes. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

SINGING I (SNG140T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Advanced technical voice development, the study and presentation of songs in different styles. (Total tuition 
time: ± 30 hours)
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SINGING II (SNG220T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Compilation of a programme of songs with linking text, to be presented as a one-person show. A repertoire 
should be developed that will complement the requirements of the syllabus. It should include several genres 
such as musicals, jazz and folk songs. (Total tuition time: ± 15 hours)

T
TEXT STUDY: ORAL INTERPRETATION I (TXS11PT) 1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Definitions of oral interpretation, adjudication of the spoken word, sonnets, ballads and free form examined in 
detail. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

TEXT STUDY: ORAL INTERPRETATION II (TXS21PT) CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
History of oral interpretation, ensemble work, traditional styles and forms of literature in detail. (Total tuition 
time: ± 30 hours)

TEXT STUDY: ORAL INTERPRETATION III (TXS31PT)  CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Prose forms, the interpretation of drama, children’s literature and programme compilation. (Total tuition time: 
± 30 hours)

TEXT STUDY: TEXT ANALYSIS I (TXS11QT) 1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The elements of drama, drama as a compiled art, drama genres, analysis of examples from Greek, Roman 
and Medieval drama. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

TEXT STUDY: TEXT ANALYSIS II (TXS21QT) 1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts) 
Analysis of plays: predecessors of Shakespeare, Shakespeare, Romanticism, Realism, Expressionism, Mo-
liere, symbolism and African drama. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

TEXT STUDY: TEXT ANALYSIS III (TXS31QT) CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts) 
Analysis of plays: epic theatre, theatre of the absurd, modern French, American, German, French and Span-
ish theatre, and African drama. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

THEATRE DANCE I (TRD100T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
THEATRE DANCE II (TRD210T) PRACTICAL EVALUATION
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The study of the techniques required for a variety of dance styles used in theatre performance. The subject is 
presented in the form of modules over two consecutive years. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)

THEATRE STUDY I (TST110T) 1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Introduction to theatre history, ranging from the Greeks (classical) to the advent of Realism, including a pre-
liminary overview of South African drama and theatre development. (Total tuition time: ± 45 hours)

THEATRE STUDY III (TST310T) 1 X 3-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
Study of the emergence of the director and the independent theatre movement. Naturalism, symbolism and 
absurdism. Decentralisation and subsidisation of theatre in England, America and South Africa. (Total tuition 
time: ± 30 hours)

THEATRE STUDY: HISTORY: ACTING, THEATRE, DRAMA AND  1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
COSTUME II (TST21QT)
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts) 
A detailed study of melodrama, French and Italian theatre traditions, English and American playwrights and 
South African theatre history. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)
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THEATRE STUDY: RUDIMENTS OF DIRECTING II (TST21PT) 1 X 2-HOUR PAPER
(Subject custodian: Department of Performing Arts)
The history and development of directing, requirements of a director, rehearsal phases and rehearsal meth-
ods. (Total tuition time: ± 30 hours)


