
 

19 October 2021 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
Being a bit of a sport crazy country, South Africans in general heaved a big sigh of relief when we finally 
moved to COVID-19 lockdown level 1, again allowing us to attend sporting events and host in-person events 
with limited numbers of attendees. 
 
The COVID-19 Task Team has since received quite a number of requests to approve the hosting of sporting 
events. In addition to the standard COVID-19 protocols that will still apply, Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs (Cogta) Minister, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, has updated South Africa’s lockdown level 
1 restrictions to allow sports venues to open to spectators, in a newly published Gazette. 
 
According to the Gazette, venues for both professional and non-professional sports can now open for 
spectators to attend, however they are still bound by the country’s overarching gathering restrictions. 
 
That means: 

• A maximum of 750 attendees may be present at indoor sport venues; 
• A maximum of 2,000 people may attend at outdoor sports venues; 
• If a venue is too small to accommodate these maximum limits, the limit is at 50% of the venue’s 

capacity. 
 

An important aspect to note from the Gazette, is that the liability is put on the venue owner or event 
organiser to ensure that these limits are adhered to, failing which they could be fined or face six months in 
prison. The new regulations are effective immediately. 
 
In addition, due to the current considerable relaxation of the Covid-19 directives/regulations, people could 
tend to drop their guard. Since we would all like to enjoy a relaxing and peaceful Christmas and December 
holiday season, we should all play our part in preventing a fourth wave.   
 
For this reason, the Task Team decided that:     
 
Requests for any religious, political, social (including year-end functions) gatherings should still be submitted 
to the Task Team for approval. The following should form part of the submission by the organizer of the 
gathering/event: 
 

• Type of event 
• Date and time 
• Number of people 
• Name of the Convener 
• Name of the appointed Compliance Officer for the event (If not the same as the Convener) 
• Safety Plan/Measures taken to ensure Covid-19 compliance at the event 

 
Everyone’s attention is drawn to the following important extract from the Disaster Management Act, Level 1 
Regulations on gatherings: 
 
69. (1) Every person, when attending a gathering and in order to limit exposure to COVID-19 must - 
(a) wear a face mask; 
(b) adhere to all health protocols; 
(c) maintain a distance of at least one and a half metres from each other;  
(d) adhere to the curfew hours as provided for in regulation 66, and 
(e) adhere to any other health protocols and social distancing measures as provided for in directions 
issued by the relevant Cabinet member after consultation with the Cabinet member responsible for health. 
 



 

(2) An owner or operator of any indoor or outdoor facility where gatherings are held, must display the 
certificate of occupancy which sets out the maximum number of persons the facility may hold. 
 
(3) An owner or operator of any indoor or outdoor facility where gatherings are held and who fails to display 
the certificate of occupancy as contemplated in subregulation (2), commits an offence and is, on conviction, 
liable to a fine or imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
(4) (a) All 
(i) faith-based or religious gatherings; and 
(ii) social, political and cultural gatherings, 
are permitted but limited to 750 persons or less for indoor venues and 2000 persons or less for outdoor 
venues and if the venue is too small to hold the prescribed number of persons observing a distance of at 
least one and a half metres from each other, then not more than 50 percent of the capacity of the venue 
may be used, subject to strict adherence to all health protocols and social distancing measures. 
 
(5) A convener of a faith based, religious, social (including year-end functions), political or cultural 
gathering must ensure compliance with the limitation on the number of persons attending such a gathering 
contemplated in subregulation (4). 
 
(6) A convener of a faith based, religious, social (including year-end functions), political or cultural 
gathering who fails to comply with subregulation (5), commits an offence and is, on conviction, liable to a 
fine or imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
(7) Any person who attends a faith based, religious, social (including year-end functions) , political or 
cultural gathering and who knows or ought reasonably to have known or suspected that the number of 
persons exceeds the limitation provided for in subregulation (4), commits an offence and is, on 
conviction, liable to a fine or imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
 
Toward the end of July, the Pretoria Campus was accredited as a COVID-19 vaccination site, while pop-up 
vaccination events were also hosted at our distant campuses. The number of staff and students who have 
been fully vaccinated has been on a steady incline. Those not vaccinated yet, are encouraged to use these 
facilities and even bring their family and friends along to be vaccinated and assist the country to acquire 
herd immunity.  
 
In view of the predictions of a possible next wave towards the end of the year, COVID-19 is still an every-
day reality. Therefore, you are reminded to adhere to all the important, compulsory COVID-19 protocols of 
wearing a mask, social distancing, sanitising or washing hands regularly and doing a health check daily.  
 
Until we talk again, stay safe and healthy. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
PROF LOURENS VAN STADEN 
VICE-CHANCELLOR & PRINCIPAL 
 


