
 

 
 

Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Teaching, Learning and Technology 

 
5 June 2021 
 
CONTACT CLASSES AT TUT SUSPENDED FROM MONDAY, 7 JUNE 

 

Dear TUT family 

 

According to the Department of Health, the majority of our provinces are currently in the 

third wave of Covid-19 infections. The infection rate is especially high and concerning in 

Gauteng. 

 

The University today resolved to suspend contact lectures from Monday, 7 June 2021 

due to the increasing risk of infections on campus. 

 

It was with extreme concern and sadness that the University this week took note of the 

loss of a young student life due to COVID-19, and reports of increasing numbers of 

students and staff testing positive with the virus. The rise in infections in communities, 

including our TUT community, calls for more vigilance and adherence to the required 

COVID-19 rules to help stop the spread.  

 

In view of these risks, students will resume with online teaching and learning from 

Monday, as per the approved Multi-Modal Teaching and Learning Strategy. Students will 

be provided with the necessary data to support them with online learning. 

 

As allowed by the Directions on a National Framework and Criteria for The Management 

of the 2021 Academic Year in Public and Private Higher Education Institutions” 

published on 29 March, invigilated tests and examinations will continue as scheduled.  

 

Examination and test venue arrangements will be made according to the published 

regulations and information posted at the entrances to campuses. Students will only be 

allowed on campus to write tests and once done, they will be required to leave campus 

immediately. 
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Students enrolled for subjects that need practical training in laboratories as well as 

master’s and doctoral students, should register with their departments to receive permits 

to be allowed on campus. Following a meeting with the Executive Deans, it was agreed 

that timetables will be rearranged to ensure groups for practicals in laboratories are 

smaller, to comply with COVID-19 regulations and ensure the safety of fellow students. 

The University understands that students with disabilities face challenges, therefore, this 

group of students will be accommodated to work on campus and access the resources 

they need for their studies. 

 

Limited bus transport will be available to students according to practical session and test 

schedules; however, it will be closely monitored to ensure students comply with COVID-

19 regulations. 

 

Senior students who still have to register for the 2021 academic year but who have 

financial issues to resolve with the University, will also be allowed to access campus. 

Such students should please bring the relevant communication from the University along 

to be allowed onto campus. All students with authorisation to access a campus are 

advised to use the online screening application before they come to campus to 

streamline the access process. 

 

Further consideration will be given by the EMC of the implementation of a curfew on 

campuses and residences, and continued awareness campaigns will be conducted on 

the dangers and prevention of Covid-19 infections. 

 

The University would like to apologise for the inconvenience, but your health and safety, 

as well as that of your loved ones is our priority. Keeping you safe, will help us to keep 

your families safe as well. 

 

Please remember, the first step is to avoid the three C’s – closed spaces; crowded 

places; and close contact settings. 

 

The other important COVID-19 protocols to follow are to wear a mask when in the public 

or among other people at all times and to wash or sanitise your hands regularly. 

 

 

We should all adopt the motto: I stay safe to help keep you safe. Therefore, it is 

important to monitor your own health and get tested if you display any of the COVID-19  



 

If you have been in contact with someone who tested positive, or you suspect that you 

might be positive, please get tested without delay and report all COVID-19 positive 

cases to the University immediately at healthreports@tut.ac.za. Timeous action might 

just safe the next person’s life. 
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