
 

 
 
 
 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
3 June 2021 
 
Dear student 
 
NSFAS LAPTOP / LEARNING MATERIAL PROJECT 
 
The following needs to be noted for NSFAS-funded students in 2021: 
 
With reference to the communiqué issued on 19 April 2021, it was confirmed that the DHET 
Bursary Guidelines make provision for NSFAS-funded students to either request the Financial Aid 
Office (FAO) to assist with the procurement of a laptop, or opt to receive the learning material 
allowance in their bank account to purchase their own text books and digital learning devices, 
such as laptops. 
 
At a special meeting held with the Institutional Student Representative Council (ISRC) and 
Campus Student Representative Council (CSRC) members on 31 May 2021, concerns were 
raised that certain students who opt to receive the learning material allowance in their bank 
accounts may not use it for the intended purposes. The University management is equally 
concerned about this situation, as recent reports have revealed that the learning material 
allowance was used to buy alcohol and contributed to many violent incidents on and off campuses. 
We would therefore like to remind all students who opt to have the learning material 
allowance transferred to their bank accounts of the declaration on the application form, 
which states: 
 
“By choosing to receive the allowance in my personal bank account, I:- 
 
1. will abide by the rules and guidelines of the DHET Bursary Grant and utilise the learning 

material allowance provided to me to purchase only text books and / or digital devices; 
2. take full responsibility to ensure that I have the necessary learning material and laptop to assist 

me with the required University teaching and learning methods.” 
 
Therefore, NSFAS-funded students who receive this funding in their bank accounts should be 
responsible in their acquisition of learning material and laptops and refrain from utilising the 
funding for any other purpose than it was intended for. The University therefore cannot be held 
liable should students intentionally not adhere to the DHET rules and guidelines and later raise 
concerns about lack of laptops for online learning. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
TL MADURAI 
Chief Financial Officer 
 
 


