
 

6 January 2021 
 
Dear TUT Community 
 
The new academic year started with an unexpected twist, when President Ramaphosa 
announced the country moving back to COVID-19 alert level 3 on 28 December 2020. Our 
academic programme was not left untouched by this announcement, therefore, we had to rethink 
and adapt a number of decisions taken towards the end of 2020. 
 
As a people’s university, the socio-economic challenges our students face as well as their health 
and safety, are always at the forefront of our minds when making decisions. Therefore, REMOTE 
multimodal teaching and learning will remain the preferred mode for the first quarter of 2021. 
 
Where possible, students who can, are advised to continue using online platforms to study FROM 
HOME. TUT is in the process of negotiation with service providers to ensure that data is uploaded 
on student accounts over the coming weekend to enable connectivity. 
 
Students who have challenges with regard to connectivity will be allowed to return to their 
respective residences at the various TUT campuses from Friday, 8 January 2021, to access WiFi. 
 
The University is cognisant of the requirements for certain individuals, students with specific 
needs and identified groupings of students to come to campus for practicals and laboratory work. 
Faculties and departments will arrange with these students to enable them to return to their 
campuses from Friday, 8 January 2021. 
 
Examinations that were disrupted at the end of 2020, as well as re-examinations, have been 
rescheduled to start on 11 January 2021. The scheduling detail will be communicated to affected 
students. 
 
For the safety of the entire TUT community, numbers of students and staff should be limited at all 
times. In view if this, transport will only be provided for essential activities, such as examinations, 
practicals and laboratory work. Please note that students will be required to provide either an 
examination timetable, permit from the Registrar’s office and a valid 2020 student card to use 
transport and access examination venues. 
 
In order for TUT to help ensuring your health and safety, compliance to all COVID-19 safety 
protocols are mandatory. No student or staff member will be allowed on campus without a mask 
and masks MUST be worn at all times. Anyone transgressing the COVID-19 safety protocols will 
be requested to leave the campus or may face a R20 000 fine or six month’s imprisonment. 
 



 

As far as health and safety is concerned, ALL student activities with the potential of spreading the 
COVID-19 virus, such as MEETINGS, bashes and mass meetings, are ABSOLUTELY prohibited. 
 
The successful completion of the 2020 academic year is vital for all our students. Therefore, I 
would like to call on each student to play your part in assisting us to achieve this goal. The 
University and your lecturers are here to support you. Let us all take hands and achieve our goals. 
 
Until we talk again, please stay healthy and safe, wear your masks at all times, wash or sanitise 
your hands and maintain an appropriate social distance to prevent the virus from spreading. 
 
 
 
 
 
PROF LOURENS VAN STADEN 
VICE-CHANCELLOR & PRINCIPAL 
 


