
 

16 July 2020 
 
Dear Colleagues, Students and Stakeholders, 
 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE RETURN OF STUDENTS 
 
As of today, South Africa has recorded over 300 000 confirmed Coronavirus cases. The infection rate has 
been increasing rapidly over the past few weeks and Gauteng has become the new epicentre for South 
Africa  with 112 714 cases reported, which accounts for 36.2% of the total infections in the country.  
 
A week ago, the World Health Organisation (WHO) indicated airborne and aerosol transmission as one of 
the modes of transmission of COVID-19. This is in addition to contact and droplet transmission. Airborne 
and aerosol transmission involves much smaller particles that can remain in the air for long periods of time 
and can be transmitted to others over distances greater than one meter. This is of particular concern with 
regards to indoor locations, such as crowded areas or spaces that are not properly ventilated.   
 
Given this information, the rapidly increasing COVID-19 infections and the location of five of our learning 
sites in Gauteng, the University commissioned an independent risk assessment to assist in determining the 
risks associated with phasing in the first 33% of students, many of whom reside in residences, as planned 
from 20 July 2020.  
 
The Executive Management Committee, in consultation with the Institutional Management Committee, 
labour representatives and student leaders considered the Risk Assessment Report and given the high risks 
associated with, in particular, airborne and aerosol transmission in lecture halls, residences and with student 
transport - both public and University transport - a decision was taken to postpone the planned return of 
students at all campuses.  
 
The University has prepared all our facilities according to the Department of Health and Higher Health 
guidelines to welcome back the first 33% of students. However, we find ourselves in a time that is constantly 
evolving and highly complex. The University has to, therefore, take new emerging facts into account when 
making decisions about the safety of our students and staff.  
 
Let me assure you, while we took this decision to save lives, we also remain committed to saving the 2020 
academic year. We will continually assess the risks in the coming weeks to ensure that we phase in the 
return of students to all our campuses and residences in a responsible manner.  
 
The remote multimodal teaching and learning plan will be adjusted in consultation with the Institutional ISRC, 
organised labour representatives and the Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET).  
 
Remote multimodal teaching and learning has commenced and we implore you to continue studying and 
maximising your time.   
 
The University will issue regular communiques across all our platforms, including the website and social 
media to keep stakeholders updated.   
 
Please keep safe. 
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