
 

21 May 2020 
 
Dear colleagues, students and stakeholders 
 
PROGRESS UPDATE ON THE 2020 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
For the past week, the University has been finalising the details of the Remote Multimodal 
Teaching, Learning and Assessment, as well as the Campus Readiness Plan. All universities 
were requested to provide the Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) with their 
plans by Monday, 18 May 2020. Yesterday, the EMC also participated in a virtual Special 
Ministerial Task Team meeting where I presented the University’s plan, which was well received.  
 
The TUT plan consists of two phases, namely: 
 

• Remote teaching: multimodal teaching and assessment, which includes digital delivery 
and the delivery of printed learning material to students without digital access. 

• Phased return of students and staff to campus when the risk levels allow for face-to-
face teaching, learning and assessment activities.  The phased-in return of students and 
staff is guided by the Campus Readiness Plan and the national lockdown levels. 
 

The plan was consulted with student leaders, the TUT Bargaining Forum, the Senate Executive 
Committee (SENEX) and the Executive Management Committee (EMC).   
 
I wish to thank our students who responded in large numbers to the recent student biographical 
survey. The results of this survey, as well as the results from the earlier survey to gauge access 
and perception of remote multimodal learning, were extremely valuable and have informed our 
plans.    
 
A plan for the proposed phased return of students in clinical training was also provided to the 
DHET earlier this week. 
 
To ready campuses for the phased return of staff and students, when the lockdown measures 
allow for this, the University has also started with the process of deep cleaning its facilities across 
campuses on 18 May 2020.  A range of other protocols have also been put in place to ensure the 
health and safety of staff and students when on campus.  
 
A media briefing by the Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation, Dr Blade 
Nzimande, on COVID-19 lockdown measures due to take place today has been postponed and 
the University will inform stakeholders once the new date has been confirmed.  
  
Details of the University’s plans will be communicated as soon as possible following the Minister’s 
briefing.    
 
Until we talk again, please stay safe.  
 
 
 
PROF LOURENS VAN STADEN 
VICE-CHANCELLOR & PRINCIPAL 


