
 

2 October 2020 
 
Dear student 
 
RENOVATION OF RESIDENCES AND RELOCATION TO MADEIRA ISLES  
 
Our students are this people’s university’s most treasured stakeholders and providing an 
environment conducive for your academic success is an important priority.  
 
The extensive and much-needed renovation and upgrading of residences at a number of our 
campuses that commenced during the latter part of 2019, is but one of the projects underway to 
assist in achieving this goal. Although the project was progressing well, work unfortunately ground 
to a standstill with the announcement of the national COVID-19 lockdown at the end of March 
2020.  
 
Fortunately, since the relaxing of lockdown to level 1, work can start again. Your safety is always 
our primary concern and because the renovations are quite extensive, it will not be possible for 
anyone to stay in the affected residences or areas during the construction work. These areas are 
currently only affecting Pretoria residents and are the following: 
 
• Kollegehof: Entire residence 
• Legae: Entire residence 
• Orion: Four blocks (1 – 4) 
• Magalies: Four blocks (30, 31, 34, 35) 
• Lezard: Eight blocks (34, 35, 37, 39  and 4 others) 

Since these areas will not be suitable for student accommodation and because the University 
management must take all possible precautions to ensure the safety of our students, temporary 
accommodation, at no additional cost to you, has been secured in Pretoria West (Danville) to 
accommodate students from the affected residences. The upmarket Madeira Isles student 
accommodation complex has more than 1000 beds available, there is 24/7 security, Wi-Fi in every 
room and a fitted kitchen with washing machine in every unit. The University will provide transport 
according to the normal bus schedules to and from campus to ensure students are not 
inconvenienced.  
 
We are aware of the reluctance of some students to vacate these residences during the 
renovations, which has resulted in the recent student protest and suspension of activities at the 
Pretoria Campus. After six months of lockdown and studying from home, we have a lot of catch-
up to do and really cannot afford to lose more time. We understand that this process may cause 
some initial inconvenience but we hope that students will enjoy the high quality of the new 
accommodation and I would like to appeal to all students to support and work with us towards 
completing the residence renovation project as soon as possible. 
 
Since the beginning of the week, we have been engaging student leaders towards resolving your 
concerns and moving forward with the project. Among the issues discussed, are the dangers to 
student safety of living on a construction site, which will necessitate the temporary relocation to 
Madeira Isles. 
 



 

Arrangements, including transport, will be made to assist students to relocate to Madeira Isles  
from Tuesday, 6 October 2020. Further information will be communicated as the process unfolds 
and may be obtained from the relevant residence advisors. 
 
Until we talk again, please stay safe and healthy and remember to adhere to the required COVID-
19 regulations – wear your mask at all times, sanitise or wash your hands regularly and maintain 
social distancing.  
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