
 

 
30 January 2020 
 
Dear students 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPELLED STUDENTS TO APPLY FOR PARDON 
 
In the past few weeks, I have consulted with multiple stakeholders on the need to pardon students 
who were expelled from the Tshwane University of Technology for different transgressions. In view 
of the introduction of the HEQSF qualification structure, I have concluded that the University should 
consider giving these students an opportunity to complete their studies before we completely phase-
out the current NATED qualifications.  
 
A panel to consider the pardon requests will be established to look into the merits of each request 
and provide conditions for every student. This is not intended to promote any misconduct or 
undermine the decisions taken by Disciplinary Committees. The pardon is an exceptional remedy to 
afford those who remained remorseful and who have the intention to complete their studies, to be 
given a chance to be part of the University community again. TUT is a microcosm of society and the 
developments witnessed in the country have had an influence on the University as well.  
 
In December 2019, the Minister of Justice the Hon. Ronald Lamola, who is also a former TUT Council 
member and President Cyril Ramaphosa took a decision to pardon thousands of prisoners, amongst 
them was the FeesMustFall activist, Kanya Cekeshe. The youth of South Africa were excited about 
the news. Although disciplinary processes are put in place to ensure that students face the real 
consequences of their actions, such processes are never meant to condemn the future of students.  
 
As a people’s University that makes knowledge work, we have the hopes and aspirations of the 
South African and international youth at heart. Those intending to apply for the pardon should send 
their requests to Dr Michael Mushaathoni (ChomaR@tut.ac.za or MushaathoniMA@tut.ac.za) before 
5 February 2020. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
PROF LOURENS VAN STADEN 
VICE-CHANCELLOR & PRINCIPAL 
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