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1). When was Mr Mahlalela appointed and to which position? 
a) August 2015 appointed as CFO. 
b) 2019 Feb appointed as Acting DVC Operations. 

 

 
 

2). Can you please explain the process that was followed to appoint him? 
 

 
 

His appointment followed the relevant TUT appointment policy. Mr Mahlalela’s 
appointment as Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Operations was an interim 
measure pending the finalisation of the recruitment process for this position. The 
appointment of the CFO to the position of ‘Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor: 
Operations’ by the University was lawful and proper. 

 
3) Is it true that you recommended him to the council? 

 

 
 

Mr Mahlalela’s appointment was conducted through the normal selection 
committees of the university. Secondly S’celo Mahlalela is not a Council Member 
and is not appointed by Council. 

 

4). What is your relationship with him? 

There is a strictly professional relationship 

 

5). Can you please provide us with his CV? 
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Qualifications: He has extensive experience in both the private and public 
sectors. FCCA & MBA Finance. Experience: Over 15yrs Experience. 
a) TUT CFO & DVC Operations ( Act). Current 
b) Bonitas CFO 
c) Blue IQ Holdings Pty Ltd - Group CFO 
d) Eskom Transmission  - Executive FM 
e) FNB - FM 
f) Silulumanzi Pty Ltd ( Biwater Operations) FM & CFO 

6).Can you please provide proof of his qualifications? 

FCCA, MBA Finance, Harvard Business School ( Executive Education). 

7). Can you give us a break down of every tender that was issued under 
Mahlalela's management, the companies and the amounts involved as well as 
the nature of the tenders? 

 

 
 

Tenders are processed and awarded by various committees including Tender 
Committee of Council and Council. During Mr Mahlalela’s tenure all tenders have 
been awarded in line with the TUT procurement policy. Tender information is 
confidential 

 
8). How many positions is Mr Mahlalela currently holding at the institution and 
why? 

 

 
 

Mr Mahlalela holds the positions of acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Operations 
and is the Chief Financial Officer of TUT 

 
9). Don't you think that is a conflict of interest? 

 

 
 

There is no conflict of interest. The CFO, in his position as CFO, is not required 
or permitted to award tenders, and that in his position as ‘Acting Deputy Vice- 
Chancellor: Operations’, he is also not responsible for procurement-related 
activities of the University. 

 
As such, it cannot be said that Mahlalela’s appointment as Acting Deputy Vice- 
Chancellor: Operations puts him in a position in which he has conflicting interests 
(or duties). 



 

The university has clear checks and balances when it comes to the selection of 
service providers. Tenders are awarded in terms of the Procurement Policy of the 
University, which provides for different Committees to adjudicate tenders 
depending on the applicable threshold. 

 

 
 

10). Why was a contractor appointed for the Mbombela Library Construction 
without a tender process? 

 

 
 

The Contractor was appointed based on a formal tender process. 
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