
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issues affecting the higher education sector 
 

14 February 2019 

 

There are a number of issues currently affecting the higher education sector, which are contributing 

to disruptions at universities.  

Several of these issues cannot be resolved by University management as they are based on policy 

and decisions at NSFAS level, such as Circular 6. Furthermore, the South African Union of Students 

(SAUS) has called for a national shutdown of the higher education sector on 7 February 2019, which 

has resulted in protest action about financial issues and accommodation, among others, at various 

institutions. SAUS is an elected body from SRCs across the country and serves as a student lobby 

group in higher education. 

Some of the pertinent issues that the higher education sector, including TUT, has to grapple with 

include: 

Book allowances 

The conditions of the new DHET Bursary Scheme, that caters for a combined family income of R350 

000 per year implemented after 2017 versus the previous scheme with a R122 000 per year income 

threshold prior to 2017, are creating confusion and distress among students. Students under the 

new scheme receive a book allowance of R5 000, compared to the R2 200 per student under the 

previous scheme. 

 

Meal allowances 

For 2019 there are no meal allowance for students who do not reside in official university 

accommodation, e.g. they stay at home, with relatives or in backroom accommodation.  Students 

who stay in owned, leased or accredited university accommodation receive R14 400 per student, 

which amounts to R1 440 per month over a period of ten months. 

 

 

 

 

 



Transportation allowances 

Transport plays an important role in ensuring students get to class on time. In terms of the new 

scheme, qualifying students receive an annual travel allowance of R10 000. However, under the 

previous scheme students only receive R2 100 per year.  

 

Historical debt  

Historical student debt relates to NSFAS students and the “missing middle” group.  

 

When NSFAS announced the new scheme, which came into effect in 2018, students who became 

eligible carried over their historical debt. TUT has an Acknowledgement of Debt process in place for 

students to sign prior to registration. Furthermore, NSFAS students with historical debt are also 

required to complete and sign the “Ownership of Debt” form. DHET is currently reviewing the carry-

over of historical debt.  

 

At TUT, the current rand value of the annual net debt for both groups amounts to approximately 

R200 – R300m.  

 

The “missing middle” 

To alleviate the plight of the missing middle, which accounts for students who come from a 

combined family income of R350 000 to R600 000 per year, TUT has established the TUT Bursary 

and Scholarship Fund. However, given the need of this segment of the student population, this fund 

is proving to be inadequate.  

 

Student accommodation 

TUT has a total of 21 350 beds that accommodate 33% of its student population. However, the 

University recognises that this is insufficient and has a Council-approved Student Accommodation 

Strategy, which includes public-private partnerships (PPPs), to increase the number of beds at all its 

campuses. The University is continually assessing additional private accommodation according to 

the DHET norms and has also approved accreditation of private homes or township accommodation 

to create additional capacity for campuses located in Soshanguve and Ga-Rankuwa.  

 

 

 


