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TUT launches full-scale forensic investigation following the death of a student during the 
SRC elections 
 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof Lourens van Staden and the executive management 

committee have expressed shock at the death of a student outside the Soshanguve North 

Campus last night, during the SRC elections.  

 

SRC elections at the University is managed by an independent external service provider and the 

elections ran smoothly at all campuses, except for Soshanguve and Ga-Rankuwa.  

 

According to reports received so far, the SRC elections at Soshanguve north and south campus 

experienced problems as a result of a shortage of ballot papers, as well as suspicions that an 

official was taking ballot papers when he moved to supply another voting station. This led to 

confrontations between a group of about 300 students and damage to property at the South 

Campus.  

 

The students then moved to the North Campus, where the presiding officer was assaulted. The 

SAPS had to intervene in an attempt to diffuse the situation on campus. A student was hit by a 

bullet outside of campus quite a distance from where the protesting group of students was being 

dispersed by police.   

 

The name of the student will be released once the family has been informed. The University will 

also assist the family with the student’s funeral.  

 

Ga-Rankuwa Campus also experienced a shortage of ballot papers yesterday, which lead to 

disruptions last night and this morning. 

 

All activities at both the Soshanguve and Ga-Rankuwa Campuses have been suspended for 

today and the weekend.  

 
The University has launched a full-scale forensic investigation into the SRC elections and the 
passing of the student. It will also deliberate the possibility of re-running the elections.   
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