
 

Dear Student 
 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 2018 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
As the 2017 academic year draws to an end, we are very pleased with the successful 
conclusion of the final examination period and we look forward to welcoming new and 
returning students to TUT next year.  
 
In order to prepare for the new academic year, it is important to note a number of key 
arrangements that are in place for 2018.   
 
NSFAS-qualifying students, which include SASSA and Quintile 1-3, will not pay any 
registration or upfront fees. NSFAS students, who were registered in 2017 and meet the 
academic progression requirements for the 2018 academic year, are also exempt from 
registration or upfront fees.  
 
Students from households with an annual family income of up to R600 000, the so-called 
“missing middle”, will have their upfront or registration fees covered by the gap funding 
provided by government. Those students who applied and received the “missing middle” 
grant in 2017 do not need to re-apply and will automatically qualify for 2018 and may 
continue to register without paying the upfront fees. 
 
Returning NSFAS, “missing middle” and self-funded students with outstanding debt will be 
allowed to view their results and register in 2018, but will be required to make arrangements 
through the University’s Acknowledgement of Debt (AoD) process first. AoD arrangements 
may be made at any of the TUT campuses, besides where the students are registered and 
more detail will be made available on the TUT website.  

It is important that you know that the 2018 fees will remain the same as in 2017, with the 
Department of Higher Education and Training paying the carry-through fees.  

Furthermore, we want to assure students who find themselves in the category of academic 
exclusions that you will be treated fairly and compassionately on a case-by-case basis. 

To ensure that the University is in the position to provide as many students as possible with 
accommodation, an accreditation policy for private providers of accommodation, which 
meets the Department of Higher Education requirements, was introduced to increase the 
availability of suitable accommodation space for our students to live and study. The 
University will continue with the accreditation of additional student accommodation close to 
all eight campuses in Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Limpopo going forward.  



 

As a “Peoples University” we recognise the predicament of the majority of our students, 
who without financial support will not be able to fulfil their dreams of obtaining a university 
qualification. The University, therefore, supports the call for fee-free, quality, decolonised 
and relevant education for academically-deserving students. This, we understand, depends 
on affordability for our Government and national economy. 

The Heher Commission’s recommendations that were released recently do not fully 
address the expectations of many stakeholders. A task team will be established by the 
President to look into these recommendations and we urge all stakeholders to apply the 
necessary patience until such time as there is clarity on the way forward.  

 
This is your University. This is our University. This is the University of the people of South 
Africa. Each of us here is entrusted with the enormous responsibility to ensure that our 
University continues to provide opportunities for students, particularly from previously 
disadvantaged backgrounds, to be both academically, personally and professionally 
successful.  
 
In this we must not fail, we cannot fail – our families and communities are depending on us 
to ensure the University’s success.  
 
As we enter into 2018, I encourage you to reflect on this responsibility and not tolerate any 
behaviour of those who may attempt to destabilise the University. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
PROF LOURENS VAN STADEN 
VICE-CHANCELLOR & PRINCIPAL 


